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Trial and Error in Preserving and
Transmitting the Tradition of Insect Collecting:

A Look at the Early Activities of the Japan Insect Association

Satoshi Watanabe

This study examines the trial-and-error efforts of the Japan Insect Association to preserve and trans-
mit the tradition of insect collecting. When the Japan Insect Association was formed in the 1990s, a
major pillar of its mission was to ensure the transmission of insect collecting to future generations.
This study focuses on how the organization defined “insect collecting” and desirable ways of interact-
ing with insects, how it tried to conserve the practice for future generations, and what kind of strate-
gies the Association employed to promote its objectives. From a review of all the newsletters of the
Japan Insect Association, from the first issue in 1991 to issue 41 in 1999, two distinct findings
emerged: (1) that to create something to be passed on to the next generation, the Association pursued
two clear objectives, which could be called “similarity” and “inclusion”; and (2) that to support these
two pursuits, there was an observable “spiritualization” of the practice of insect collecting. These
strategies constituted efforts to conserve and transmit insect collecting as a means of engaging with

nature, and to diversify the repertoire of ways of interacting with insects.
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