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My hometown and the surrounding area

室積
Murozumi Peninsula

My family lived for
7 generations

祝島
Iwaishima Island

Origin of my ancestors
Epicentre of anti-nuclear power 

plant struggle

牛島
Ushima

Nuclear Power Plant Project (1982- )
Source of conflict

• 17th-19th C 
• Prosperity through fishing, ship craft, and maritime 

commerce
• 1960s: 

• Monoculture of mandarin oranges
• Industrial pollution of the sea

• 1970s: 
• Declining fishing and agricultural industries
• Depopulation and ageing in the island area

• 1982 to date: 
• Conflict over nuclear power plant project
• Community Regeneration Project
• Facing the risks of global warming and microplastic 

pollution



Lessons from the History of Local Development

1. In the premodern time, geographical imagination and a sense of belongings 
and territorial identity in this area developed through a network of islands 
and peninsulas; design of a region by the sea. 

2. What I see since my childhood through contact with the local environment 
and traditional livelihoods is that local life is part of a more-than-human 
world, i.e. a world of being affected by and affecting nonhuman beings. 

3. However, industrialization in the surrounding area imposed a modernist 
social design based on a ‘logic of land’. The Great Acceleration of the 
Anthropocene (1950s to date) not only accelerated the rise of 
counterproductivity of development; it also caused a homogenizing of 
cultural-geographical imagination of this area; a sense of connection with 
the sea being declined in people’s imagination. 

4. People of traditional livelihoods (e.g. fishermen, farmers, artisans) still exist, 
but they are represented as ‘backward’ or even ‘absent’ in the development 
discourses. This logic of absence also makes invisible traditional knowledge 
& techniques and a web of nonhuman beings supporting local livelihoods.



Th books that changed my life
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Postdevelopment in Japan

Revisiting Yoshirou Tamanoi’s Theory 
of Regionalism



Yoshirou Tamanoi
玉野井芳郎
(1918-1985)

• Pioneer of ecological economics in Japan as known as an 
‘economy of living system’.

• Introducing the works of Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, Karl 
Polanyi, and Ivan Illich.

• A major protagonist of regionalism in late 1970s and early 
1980s. 



Ivan Illich's praise of Tamanoi

‘Through his teachings and writings,
Tamanoi brought a unique Japanese
flavor to ecological research, connecting
cultural dimensions and biophysical
dimensions. [...] Tamanoi made me
aware that it is possible to integrate soil,
water and the sun in a philosophical
anthropology and to talk about a
philosophy of the Earth.’

(Illich, 2005 [1994], pp. 773-775, my 
translation)



Yoshirou Tamanoi and my hometown

室積
Murozumi Peninsula

My family lived for
7 generations

祝島
Iwaishima Island

Origin of my ancestors
Epicentre of anti-nuclear power 

plant struggle

牛島
Ushima

Nuclear Power Plant Project (1982- )
Source of conflict

柳井
Yanai

Yoshirou Tamanoi’s birthplace



Critique of industrial societies
Book: ‘Economy and Ecology’ (1978)

• Onto-epistemological limits of 
modern economics.

• Growing entropy and catastrophe of 
industrial societies

• Critique of centralized development 
model of Japan

• Critique of data science as 
disembodying human condition (* in 
his last writing published in 1985)



‘Regionalism as an alternative imagination

• Living system as an onto-ethical basis of 
social design. 
• Socio-economic activities to be examined in 

the metabolism of living system.
• The Earth as a water system reducing 

industrial entropy.

• Reinventing the common as an 
autonomous life space 
• Politics
• Economics
• Aesthetics
• Ethics

• Epistemologies of the south as a source of 
alternatives 
• Solution to industrial entropy lies in cultural 

logic, e.g. communal resource management; 
local knowledge of soil and water cycle.



Conclusions
[Remark]

• Tamanoi’s theory opens a theoretical space that rethinks the meanings of place, 
territories, commons, and human body. 

• There is a possibility of further development through current debate on post-
development, degrowth, decoloniality and transition design.

• In particular, the fact that Tamanoi lays emphasis on cultural logic in the 
solution to industrial entropy, enriches cultural theory of degrowth.

[Note] degrowth calls for a new ‘anthropo-cosmology’ (Latouche 2020:149).

• However, we should not forget that place-based thinking is not just a cultural 
but also a political project. Its possibility must be examined and explored in the 
nexus of powers that characterizes the age of the Anthropo-Capitalocene, i.e. 
the complex of political-economic power, biopower, and geo-logic forces
(Yusoff 2016). 

[Note] In my recent article (Nakano 2022), the Great Acceleration of the Anthropocene is 
renamed as the ‘Developmentocene’ in order to illuminate the effect of development 
discourse in the constitution of a particular biopower and geo-logic that makes emerge the 
Green Growth paradigm 

[Question]

• How can we design ‘institutions’ and ‘policies’ without losing epistemologies of 
the south?



Making Planetary Solidarity in Pluriverse
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