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Aesthetics of “Communication Media
Model” in Bergson

KANEKO, Tomotaro

Friedrich Kittler states that an idea that regards
phonograph as a model of brain became popular in
the late nineteenth century. He introduces Jean-Marie
Guyau's thesis, “Memory and phonograph”(1880), as a
fore-runner of the analogy. Brain researchers and art
physiologists receive well Guyau's theory that compares
brain with phonograph which is able to record sounds
and play them back. However, although Kittler does
not mention it, there were also criticisms against this
analogy at the time. Henri Bergson, who writes a re-
view of Guyau’s The Genesis of the Idea of Time (1890)
that includes the above thesis, is a representative critic.
He does not criticize the analogy between body and the
new media itself, for he rather compares the subject
with telephone, telegraph, and radio. Thus, in contrast
to Guyau who describes a brain referring to phono-
graph as the model, Bergson explains it with the com-
munication media model. The purpose of this thesis is
to clarify the similarities and differences between the
two theories or analogies that compare the subject with
electric media. What both of them attempt to explain
with electric media model is the problem of the rela-
tion between perception and memory. While Guyau's
recording media model sees the function of the brain as
storage and playback, Bergson assumes that the brain
functions as connection and selection means. The three
communication media may express its diverse aspects
in the relation between perception and memory.
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