
"mushin fflt,�-No mind" 

Written by lnagaki-sensei 

Three Birds with One Stone 

Eisho NASU 

It was a sunny day in early summer of 1966 when my parents took 

me to the Port of Kobe. I was five years old then and expecting some

thing big. I was carried on to a cargo-passenger ship named Sabbath 

Kirk moored in Kobe Harbor. Suddenly the ship blew a big whistle which 

hurt my ears. I started crying, and my father had to take me off the boat, 

which is all I remember now. Later my father explained to me that that 

was the day lnagaki-sensei, soon to be Dr. Inagaki, departed to London. 

As he later told me, it was not very common to take a boat from Japan 

to England even half a century ago, but he ventured to do so because 

he wanted to immerse himself in the manners and customs of England 

before he arrived in London, and three weeks on an English ship was 

to him a great opportunity. 

After completing his teaching career as a highly respected scholar 

in Buddhist Studies at SOAS University of London, he returned to Japan 

in 1981 when his father Rev. Zuiken Inagaki passed away, and he be

gan teaching at Ryukoku University. A few years later, I met Dr. Inagaki 

again, when I started my graduate work in Shin Buddhist Studies at 

Ryukoku. While attending his classes at Ryukoku, he told me that there 

were three reasons why he wanted to continue his graduate studies in 

London and how he managed to convince the committee in the final 

interview at the British Council, which awarded him a full scholarship to 

study Buddhism in England. 

First, he wanted to improve his skills in English. Second, he felt 
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that he needed to work with scholars in England to complete his aca

demic studies by focusing on Mahayana scriptures in Sanskrit and Ti

betan languages. And third, he had a dream to introduce and dissemi

nate the teaching of Shinran Shonin to people in Europe. At the inter

view, he told the committee that, although everyone knows the usual 

proverb, "two birds with one stone," he was aiming for more and would 

like to catch "three birds with one stone." 

It seems that he had already caught one bird even before he went 

to England. His MA thesis submitted to Ryukoku University in 1955, 

"Truth of the True Pure-Land Buddhism" written in English.1 He had

also contributed four articles in English to the Journal of the Japanese 

Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies between 1960 and 19652
, 

and he was awarded the Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist 

Studies Prize in June 19663 just before departing to London as a British 

Council scholar.4 

Also before going to England, he had become acquainted with the 

world-renowned Sanskrit scholar Prof. John Brough, whose lectures he 

attended at Kyoto University in 1965. His mentorship continued after he 

moved to St. John College, Cambridge University. With Prof. Brough's 

guidance, he was able to study with numerous leading scholars in 

1 See Ryukoku Daigaku Ronsha: the Journal of Ryukoku University, 3 52 (1955 ), 
p.143. , 
2 In addition, he also published one Japanese article to the ShDgakuin RonshD: 

The Journal of the Institute of Shin Buddhist Studies, in 1962 , and three English 
articles to Shinshagaku: Journal of Shin Buddhist Studies in 1962 and 1964, 
and to Ryukoku Daigaku Ronsha: The Journal of Ryukoku University in 1965. 
3 See "The JAIBS Prize" (http:l/www.jaibs.jplenlprize). 
4 lnagaki-sensei was a lecturer at Ryukoku University and also supervising 
translation projects at Ryukoku Translation Center before he left for London. 
See Ryukoku Daigaku Ronsha: the Journal of Ryukoku University, 383 (1966 ), 
p. 94.
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Buddhist Studies residing in England then, including Prof. Sir H. W. Bai

ley at Cambridge, Dr. Stanley Weinstein, and Dr. D.�. Snellgrove, both 

at SOAS. As a result, he easily caught the second bird by completing 

his dissertation within just two years in 1968.5 

As for the third bird, after he finished his Ph.D. dissertation and 

was teaching at SOAS, he started a well-thought-out plan to organize 

European Shin Buddhist followers. In collaboration with Rev. Jack Aus

tin, he organized the Shin Buddhist Association of Great Britain in 

1976.6 Three years later, he successfully launched a journal, The Pure 

Land: Journal of European Shin Buddhism, in June 1979, to unite the 

members of the Shin Buddhist community by providing them much 

needed resource, including academic articles, translations, comments, 

and news. The following is a poem inserted in the "Editorial" of the very 

first issue of The Pure Land that demonstrates how lnagaki-sensei felt 

about the birds he caught in England and released into _the skies of 

London. 

Do I enjoy the Dharma alone? 

The Dharma overflows my heart. 

Do I spread the Dharma in the world? 

The Dharma already fills the whole Universe. 7 Namo Amidabutsu 

Here is an additional list of wittings by Rev. Dr. Hisao Inagaki be
tween 1960-1968. 

5 See "Forewords," in Dr. lnagaki's dissertation. His dissertation was published 
later in two parts in 1987 ( The Anantamukhanirhara-dharal)T Satra and Jnana
garbha 's Commentary) and in 1999 (Amida Dharal)T Satra and JntJnagarbha's 
Commentary). 
6 Kokusai Bukkyo Bunka KyOkai, ed., Yoroppa ni hirogaru onenbutsu: YOroppa
nembutsu denpa shOshi (Kyoto: Nagata Bunsh6d6, 2010), p. 34. 
7 The Pure Land: Journal of European Shin Buddhism, vol. 1 ,  no. 1, p. 1. 
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