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Murasaki Shikibu's biography, third manuscript:
The process of creating the diary and the issue of the readership and
Michinaga’s concubine.
SAKUKAZU Uehara
Following Ryoji Shimada’s “List of various theories”, in which he introduced various
theories, mainly on bibliography of Murasaki Shikibu, this article looks forward to the results
of research over the next 40 years. The contents are: the priod the Tale of Genji was written,
the process of the creation of the current “Murasaki Shikibu Diary” the relationship with
Fujiwara Michinaga, and the relationship with Fujiwara Sanesuke. The Third paper consists

of these research perspectives.
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What can be seen from ‘outside’

From Japanese studies abroad to ecocriticism in “Okagami” (The Great Mirror)
SONOYAMA Senri

I flew to Europe because I wanted to study and in a way ‘experience’ Japanese literature

in a country other than Japan. I found it exciting and challenging to look at Japanese literature
from the perspective of ‘world literature’, and I had never thought I would feel so close to any
foreign language. Different languages make the world and literature look different. I would like
to introduce some of the topics and theories of interest to the students and researchers of the
Japanese Studies Department at the Jagiellonian University in Poland, and to share a few of
my own impressions. My understanding of Japanese literature within the framework of world
literature is not only academic but also personal due to my own experience during my stay
in Poland. By re-reading “Okagami” (The Great Mirror) from the perspective of ecocriticism, I

hope to raise some issues about the relationship between literature and nature.
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When Things Stop Talking: Considering the Serviceability and Reference of
“Things’ in Literary Works
Loren WALLER

This paper first aims to clarify “thing theory” research by examining Martin Heidegger's
arguments on things. Heidegger, beginning with Being and Time, differentiated “equipment”
(Zeug) from mere “things” (Ding) by recognizing the former’'s “readiness-to-hand”
(Zuhandenheit), or serviceability. He argued that we often first recognize equipmentality when
something becomes “un-ready-to-hand” by being broken, in the way, or lost. He also argued
that serviceable equipment functions in reference to or related to other equipment. Therefore,
we should consider how things cause other things and people to gather.

Second, this paper examines the conspicuous “thing” on which the protagonist in Section 21
of Ise monogatari writes (kakitsukekeru) a poem. Applying the concepts of serviceability and
reference helps us consider how the thing functions and how it relates to the internal ontology
of the narrative. In addition, the external ontology of the narrative may be understood by
considering the monogatari itself as a thing, and reconsidering monogatari theory through

thing theory.

—EDSE DO IR HE dy
The Theoretical Fate of a Cat

Darin TENEV
In this paper I offer a reading of the story of Kashiwagi and Onna San no Miya told in the
two ‘Wakana' (‘Spring Shoots’) chapters of The Tale of Genji and analyze the role the cat plays
in the construction of the narrative’s logic. The analysis is focused mainly on three things:
(1) the rhetorical aspect that simultaneously serves as a fundament for the narrative axis
and is concealed by the narrative; (2) the modalities that give the direction of the narrative’s
progression; and finally, (3) the figure of the cat that functions as a support on the plane of

content for the formal mechanisms of rhetoric and modality.
In the story Onna San no Miya’s little cat inadvertently pulls the blind of the room she
is in and Kashiwagi, the Intendant of the Right Gate Watch, glimpses at her and falls in love
with her but he cannot approach her as she is Genji's wife so he gets the cat instead and

starts taking care of it. In the narrative sequence the cat thus appears as a metonymy of
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