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Goals:  
 (1) historical and dynamic understanding of the 

China’s “urban-rural dual structure” (城乡二元结
构) 

 (2) focusing on cultural / psychological effects of 
the “dual structure,” rather than much-debated 
“economic gap”  

 Methods:  
 (1)fieldwork 
 (2)comparison with Russia (Soviet Union) 

 Framework:  
 Rural-urban “human circulation” 
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A China fieldworker from Japan also worked in Russian villages 
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Yin-Yang: smooth circulation Pyramid: stagnant circulation 
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 Introduction 
 1. “Revolution” and Rural Society 
 2. “Socialism” and Human Circulation 
 3. Post-socialist Human Circulation 
 4. Human Circulation and Rural Culture 
 Conclusion 

 

5 



  
  
 

6 



Russian revolution Chinese revolution 

Existence of 
corporate village  

yes no 

class antagonism  
Inside the village 

no yes 

Revolutionary elites’ 
Penetration into the 
village 

no yes 

Mobilization of 
peasant 

Command 
mobilization 

Participatory 
mobilization 

Outcome of 
agricultural 
collectivization 

Destruction of the 
old village  
(Kolkhoz) 

creation of the new 
village 
(People’s Commune) 
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Russia China 
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Corporate 
Village=mir 

peasant 

Loose 
village=class 
antagonism 

Class antagonism 

lord 

lord 

gentry 
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city 

Russian Revolution (1917) Chinese Revolution (1949) 
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Corporate 
Village=mir 

peasant 

class struggle 

lord 

Revolutionary 
elite 

Spontaneous  
capture of land 

lord 

Revolutionary elite 

penetration 

 



Soviet Union (1930) China (1958) 
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Replace mir by 
kolkhoz 

Integrate 
peasants into 

People’s 
Commune 

Revolutionary 
elite 

Destruction of mir 

Revolutionary 
elite 

Rearrangement of 
traditional community Elimination of 

“klak” 
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Soviet Union China 

Urbanization rate 16%→73% 
(1917~1990) 

12%→20% 
(1950~1980) 

restriction on rural-
urban migration  

loose tight 

Rural 
industrialization 

failure relative success 

Urban citizens’ status Self-reliance Privileged 

Agricultural 
mechanization 

high low 

Rural occupational 
differentiation 

high low 
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Soviet Union (1930s~1980s) China (1960~70s) 
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urban 

rural 

urban 

rural 

Ruralization 
of city 

dacha Rural 
industrialization 

Subsistence of 
urban population 

Turning back 
newly 
increased 
urban 
population Post-

collectivization 
Flow to city 

Mechanization 
Urbanization 

Priviledged status 

Self-reliance 

Self-reliance 

Sent-down 
youth 
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Soviet Union China 

 Domestic passport 
(1932-1974):  
 Not issued to ordinary 

kolkhoz members 
excluding MTS, sovkhoz, 
district center 

 Reasons for actual 
population flow into 
cities:  
 Starvation after 

collectivization 
 “Agro-golod” plan by 

Khrushchyov 
 Turning kolkhoz into 

sovkhoz 
 

 1958, Great Leap Forward: 
 Population flow into cities 

 Late 1950s:  
 household register system 
 grain distribution system 
 work unit system  

 1961, adjustment policy: 
 turning the newly increased 

urban population back to the 
native villages 

 1968, “Up to the Mountains 
and Down to the 
Countryside” 
 Send urban young intellectuals 

into rural production teams 
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Soviet Union China 

 Increasing number of 
city citizens are 
supposed to survive 
by themselves 

 Government offered 
urban citizens free 
suburban land (dacha) 
for cultivation (6 
ares) 
 
 

 Number of city citizens 
(“danwei” members) 
are controlled under 
20% of total population 

 Starvation after the 
Great Leap Forward 
didn’t affect the urban 
citizens’ lives 

 Unhappy encounter 
between citizens and 
peasants (Brown 2012) 
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Soviet Union China 

 Stalin era (1930S); MTS 
 Specialization of rural 

residents 
 A background:  

 Huge loss of male labor 
by Great Patriotic War 
(1941-45) 

 “Dual Structure” in 
agriculture:  
 Extensive large farming 

by collectives 
 Intensive small farming in 

private garden 

 Low degree of 
mechanization:  
 small land 
 Proportion of mountainous 

area 
 technical limitation 

 Agricultural labor remains 
“horrible,” “severe,” and 
“dirty” 
 →contempt to peasants and 

rural life 
 Rural industrialization:  

 domestic division of labor 
between male and female 

 Not occupational 
differentiation 
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Tambov, Russia (2014) 
Tatarstan (2013) Jiangxi, China (2006) 
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Russia China 

percentage of 
secondary and higher 
education carrier  

high low 

Rural employment of 
higher education 
carrier  

as “specialists” 
 

rare 

migrant-workers 
from village to city 

none 
 

250 million 

mobility in village 
community 

high low 
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Source) OECD 
Employment Outlook 
2007, p.43 
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Russia China 

Higher education 
graduated 

*Most remains in 
cities 
*Some are employed 
as “specialists” in 
rural area (education 
by budget).  

*Most remains in big 
cities 
*A minority of people 
choose to become 
“university 
graduates-turned 
village cadres”  

Secondary education 
graduated 

*advance for higher 
education 
*Find jobs in cities 
(eg. construction 
worker)  

*advance for higher 
education 
 

Secondary education 
not finished 

rare *Work in cities as 
migrant workers  
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Russia China 
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urban 

rural 

urban 

rural dacha 

Leisure  

Educated 
population 

Agro-firms 
Pensioners 

university 
graduates-
turned village 
cadres 

specialists 

Higher education 
=“one-way ticket” 
to city 

privileged 

Farming 
=peasant 
tradition 

Migrant worker 
=quasi-human 
circulation 
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Ten’ki Village, Tatarstan 



  Number  
of houses 

% population 

abandoned 6 15 0 

dacha 12 31 @ 
Constant 
residence 

21 54 94 Living in the 
village 

57 

Living outside the 
village (using as 
dacha) 

36* 

n/a 1 
Total  39 100 94+@      
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Voice of dacha dwellers:  
“It is easier to survive in the countryside” 
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 No clear distinction between rural and urban 
culture 

 High requirement toward “culture” in rural 
Russia 

 A set of cultural facilities at the village center 
 Library, auditorium (music and drama), sports 

 The cultural events include concerts of folk 
songs, theatres, dances, etc.  
 Thirty events were held in Poklovo-marfino Village, 

Tambov, during 2013. In these events, all performers, 
volunteers, and audience are villagers 
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Poklovo-Marfino Village, Tambov, 
2009 Ten’ki Village, Tatarstan, 2009 
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Znamenka County, Tambov, 2009 
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Aleksandrovka Village, Tambov, 2009 
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 “exogenous culture”(洋文化):  
 external, urban, modern, liberal (aspiration), 

forward, future 
 eg. Modern education (foreign language), 

western music, arts, literature, drama, science 

 “indigenous culture” (土文化):  
 Internal, rural, traditional, conservative 

(attachment), backward, past 
 eg. burial rites, worships for ancestors, worships 

at the Buddhist and Taoist temples, periodical 
market, festivals, traditional drama 

 
31 



 ①Exogenous culture down to 
the countryside 
 Agricultural machines, electrical 

appliances 
 “Three down to the 

countryside” (culture, science 
and technology, sanitation) 

 Farmers’ library (nongjia shuwu) 
 University graduate turned 

village cadres 
 ②Pursuit for exogenous 

culture 
 Migration to cities for better 

educational conditions 
 New generation migrant worker 

 ③Succession of indigenous 
culture  

 ④Rediscovery of indigenous 
culture 

Exogenous 
culture 

Indigenous 
culture 
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Farmers’ library (农家书屋) University graduate turned village 
cadres (大学生村官) 
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Newly developed county seat condos 
(Xihe County, Gansu, 2016) New generation migrant worker 

34 



worships for ancestors  
(Xihe County, Gansu ,2009)  

Set up a tombstone  
(Qinglong County, Guizhou, 2016) 
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“Mountain song” (山歌) contest  
(Qinglong County, Guizhou, 2016) 

 Key person: a 36-years-
old university graduate 

 He came back to his 
home to open a private 
school 

 Strong attachment to  
miao (苗=ethnic 
minority) culture.  

 eagerly trying to revive 
a once-diminished local 
“mountain song” (山歌) 
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Russia China 

Effect of the 
revolution 

Destruction of the 
old village  

creation of the new 
village 

Socialism facilitate human 
circulation 

hinder human 
circulation 

Effect to the village  transformation preservation 

Urban / rural culture fusion dual structure 
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Russia’s path 

China’s path 

Urban 

Dual 
Structure 

Rural 
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