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The fact that she should be accused of witchcraft, by the very people who had
failed to fulfill their accepted social obligations to her, illustrates the essential
conflict between neighbourliness and individualism which generated the tensions
from which the accusations of witchcraft were most likely to ari se.!
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Witchcraft accusations are a way of reaffirming a particular order against
outsiders, or of attacking an internal rival, or of attacking 'deviance'.... itis
particulary working upon, and legitimation of, the hegemony of patriarchy. ¢
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The English Witchcraze, the demonization of women who were seen as
voluble, unwomanly and possessed of an unauthorized power, is coterminous
with the crisis in the definition of women and the meaning of the family ...
witches were also women who failed to conform to the patriarchal ideal of
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femininity.
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I attempt in this book to distinguish between different types of discourse about
the witch and to demonstrate that representau'oﬁal strategies tended to vary
according to the class and gender positions of their authors."
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‘When accuser refused the old woman who came to her for food or help, she
also replay a hostile attack on the figure who gave her life, food, support in
childhood and who provided her with a basis for her own identity. The mis-
fortunes construed as punishments for such refusals regularly involved the loss
of things a child envies about the mother's body and believes she controls...
Having injured the old woman, the accuser came to fear that her own extended
maternal body was threatened by a mother far more powerful than herself. 12
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