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Brief Note

Sign Language Used by Hearing Teachers at Schools for Students
who are Deaf: Sign With and Without Accompanying Voice

Akihiro SAIK1* and Hajime TACHIIRI **

* Matsuyama School for the Deaf
(Matsuyama-Shi, 799-2655)
** Faculty of Education, University of Ehime
(Matsuyama-Shi, 790~8577)

The present research examines the sign language that is used by hearing teachers at 2 schools for students who are
deaf. The sign language modes used at most schools for students who are deaf are Japanese Sign Language with voice and
Japanese Sign Language without any voice. In the test situation, teachers were instructed to communicate about something
to students with hearing difficulties, and how the teachers used Sign, and the teachers’ voice and mouth movements when
communicating the message to the students were analyzed. The results indicated that the re-sending rate increased when the
teachers used Japanese Sign Language with voice, and omission rates increased when they used Japanese Sign Language
without voice. The relationship of the use of voice, the shape of the mouth, and the structure of the signs was also
examined. The teachers who had long experience using Sign used Sign without voice; the teachers with short experience
used their voice without any Sign. The present results confirm that the extent of Sign users’ experience using Sign was

related to different ways that Signs were used.

Key Words: communicating with Japanese Sign Language, structure of Sign, voice and mouth movements when signing,

hearing teachers at schools for students who are deaf
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