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Positions and Functions of Coastal Zones in Policies for Metropolitan Regions:
Aimed at Osaka Bay Coastal Zone

AKIYAMA Michio

Osaka Bay Coastal Zone is conspicuous for its mix of spatial and environmental economic events. In
this research, how the coastal area should be used was discussed based upon the conservation of the
ecosystem of the Osaka Bay Coastal Zone. Large-scaled factories started being built in this zone in modern
times, and the Hanshin Industrial Zone was established during the periods of World War I and II. Since then,
until recent years, it has been known as a main representative region of concentrated industry in Japan. The
reason why this research approached this task based upon the above problem concerns is because it is mainly
involved in the following matters:

1) Since the National Spatial Planning Act was enacted in 2005, the zones where regional policy and

environmental policy intersect have expanded.

2) The attitudes toward biodiversity conservation have been involved in the broad field of economic
policy as well as environmental policy since around the beginning of the 21st century. Costal
zones are especially important from the viewpoint of biodiversity conservation.

3) After the Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent tsunami, follow by the ensuring nuclear
accident, a reduction of disaster risk has become a strong societal focus. The coastal zones are
deeply involved in these issues.

The framework to discuss the environmental conservation of the coastal zones was established about

40 years ago. Recently, some research results provide clues to verify the conception using actual data, and
have discovered potential functions of the environment. The significance to evaluate the ecosystem services
and inclusive wealth in coastal zones was discussed using these new methods in light of the actual conditions
of the Osaka Bay Coastal Zone. The events corresponding to the challenges of this research have begun to be
seen among those unfolded in the Osaka Bay Coastal Zone. The events show that the achievement will be
improved by the regional policy targeting a wider region.

Key words: spatial economy, environmental economy, regional policy,
inclusive wealth, coastal resilience
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