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A History of Development of
“Tsubogami’ s Social Work Relationship Theory”
— A Study of Hiroshi Tsubogami’s Social Work Methodology—
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NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to take a historical overview of development of “Tsubogami’ s
social work relationship theory”, according to Tsubogami's three periods, which is distinguished
by his main life events. In the first period, he was social worker and a researcher in National
Institute of Mental Health. It is followed by the second period, when he was a professor in
Nihon Fukushi University, and the last period for a patient. A table, which presents his works
and biography, is attached at the back of the paper.

It was found through this paper that he was going to overcome two subjects, split between
practice and theory, and opposition study on social welfare policies and study on social work.
To settle these problems, he had theorized about methodology through the observation in field
practices for the first problem, and had introduced “historical viewpoint” into the methods of
social work for the second problem.
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