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1 ° IntrOduction 07/2018 OKAMOTO H

Human rights education focused on discriminated
Burakumin people was called dowa education in
Japan. Dowa 1s a government-made term of things
about them. A council of Japanese government
reported that discrimination on them must be solved
with a national policy in 1965, and after that the
National Diet took budgetary steps on solving the
problems, until it finished 1in 2002 with widespread
antipathy against the corruption around this policy.

1965 I Z[RIFIRT R i e DI = n a2 2R [EFH DB
FELTITOIOEH LD, ZORMX R FEN20024F 1284 T
LBV, BROSRIEL L= -7,




e —

07/2018 OKAMOTO H

On the other hand, specialists in the
theory of dowa education also had problems.
The presenter is showing an example of
YOKOTA Saburo who was director of the
Research Institute of the Education Aimed
at Burakumin's Liberation in Osaka, with
the method of investigating his writings. The

points are as follows:
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(1) He aimed at basically reforming the social and political
institution by the powers of minor elites instead of majorities.

(2) He made a fiction that Burakumin people would be totally local
elites who were intellectual and could easily understand social
sciences.

(3) He concealed the fact that there were some Burakumin people
who wanted to rule neighbours wrongtfully and disturbed the act of
liberation, and that some children dared to join the movement of
liberation feeling antipathy to this reality.
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These three points mean that Yokota’s theories of
education, especially that of socialistic collectivism, which is
extremely important to make socialist revolution come true,
are false. The presenter thinks that there were two characters
in Yokota himself, one as theoretician, and the other as
opponent, and that these two characters fought with each
other until his death in 2010.
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After Yokota’s death, his selected works were published (Yokota,
2016a). In the book, OTSUKA Tadahiro, one of Yokota’s best
disciples, reviewed his works generally (Otsuka, 2016).

OKAMOTO Hiroyuki, the presenter, indicated that the aspects of
discriminated areas (hisabetsu buraku) and the liberation movement
of Burakumin people which Yokota expressed were full of fictions,
and he made the college students, who hoped to be teachers at
schools putting efforts into dowa education, fascinated (Okamoto,
2017). This presentation is going to develop this investigation.
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3. Yokota’s Respected Character

It is extremely difficult to find out persons who could speak
ill of Yokota’s character. Even academic staffs on his opponent
political side at Osaka City University which he worked for,
respected him saying that he was an upright gentleman.
Yokota had Marxism as the strong basement of his thoughts,
and on the other hand, was usually ready to listen to his
students’ criticisms. This attitude of his made people admire
him.
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4. Yokota’s Theory and the Problems of It B

(A) Outline of His Theory

Yokota wrote some books and lots of essays criticising the
ways of Japanese politics, society and education, almost all of
which had angry tones. He thoroughly pursued “the education
of peace, democracy and science” until his death, with the
points of arguments as follows:
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(a) Criticising modernism as post-war reactionary thoughts of
education, especially existentialism and pragmatism for making-
up as if they were democratic, although they impede the
inevitable socialist revolution.

(b) Criticising the education which hides the struggle of economic
classes of labour and capital, which is the basement of all the
social problems. Especially Yokota raised the points of ethnic
nationalism of both right (the government and the Liberal
Democratic Party) and left (the Communist Party of Japan).
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(B) Pursuing to Change Japanese Society with Not the
Power of Majority But that of Minor Elites

However, the power of the Liberal Democrats, Japan’s
governing party was too strong, so Yokota gave up forming
majority to move at his side, and tried to pick up elites who can
struggle.

He insisted that the democratic part of the thoughts of
modernists could be separated and should be raised on the real
social science, the newly-made basement of their thoughts
(Yokota, 1969, p 121). But it is quite difficult to practise this
method of his as a usual one applied to general workers.
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(C) Picking Up Minor Elites from Struggling
Labourers and Discriminated Burakumin People

Yokota tried to pick up this kind of elites from struggling
labourers, of course, and on the other hand, discriminated
Burakumin people. So he advocated socialistic collectivism as
the only principle of education. His theory is consistent at all
only in abstract level, but once he refers to practices of
education, it exposes weak points.
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For example, Yokota introduced a typical educational
practice of socialistic collectivism from a book of NAKAMURA
Kozo (1923-2002), his old friend. At a primary school, pupils,
who eat school meal almost every day, bring packed lunches
from home only on the sports meeting day once a year.
However, a third-grader schoolgirl named Kimiko of a poor
home cannot bring her lunch, because her parents are too busy
to make it. Her classroom meeting resolved that the lunch of
the day should not be packed ones but provided school meal. It
was only her class that resolved so, but the representative of
the class insisted the resolution at the pupils’ council of the
school, and finally the council agreed the idea of school meal.
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Nakamura emphasised the fact that pupils of the class
thought over and acted beyond the teacher’s anticipation.
Kimiko’s class did not only insisted school meal, but they
demanded an improvement of it, such as, good and real milk
instead of bad-taste skimmed milk. And the representative of
the class wrote down deliberate manuscripts to make speeches
in front of his older pupils, from fourth to sixth graders.

In spite of these, Yokota deleted or weakened the expression
of this independence of their mind and of their admirable
struggles.
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In addition to this, Yokota said that a girl named Mayumi,
who always supported Kimiko, showed active attitude after
seeing her father take part in the liberation movement of
Burakumin. But the fact is, it was after seeing her father
fighting against the bosses of Burakumin who wrongfully
press him to stop the liberation movement, as yakuza
gangsters sometimes do.

Yokota intentionally hided this kind of confrontations
between Burakumin people, and the pupils’ mind of
independence. This means that he had no self-confidence of
applying his theory to practices of school education.
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5. Yokota’s Lifelong Struggle against Himself

What made Yokota no self-confidence? The presenter
thinks that the answer is the experiences of his childhood. He
grew up in the rural area of Kagawa Prefecture in Shikoku
Island. There was an extreme economic differential between
landowners and tenant farmers before the WWII.
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Tenants often fought against landowners for lowering of
rent. When landowners tried to make tenants get out because
of their disputes, tenants tore off the good soil of surface ---
called amatsuchi, which means sweet soil ---, and they insisted
that the soil was theirs because it included the nourishment
which had been made by their own labour.
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But many tenants fell into poverty under economic depressions,
and sold their sweet soil to other tenant farmers, and lost their rights
to cultivate. It means that it was very difficult for tenant farmers to
unite, on the contrary they were apt to fight against each other, and
thus many of them fell to be employed farmers.

Yokota wrote a memoir named “Waga Seishun ni Kui Ari” (I
Regret My Young Days) for mainly college students who were
interested in dowa education, but it is distinctive that he says not a
word about the problems of tenant farmers (Yokota, 2016b,
originally written in 1986). The presenter thinks that this silence
shows the oppressiveness upon his memories.
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In addition to this, Yokota wrote another memoir for the
commemorative book of the secondary school he graduated
(Yokota, 1987), in which you can find four points:

First, he refers the failure in the entrance examination of a
military preparatory school with an unforgettable shock. This
fact means that he did not overcome the sense of guilty for
surviving during the WWII in spite of many of his
schoolmates’ death as soldiers of Japanese army.
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Second, though his school days were in the age of
militarism, he says that most of the teachers in the
school were outside of the atmosphere, which is quite
different from the description in his former memoir
for college students who were interested in dowa
education.
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Third, he enjoys remembering that he was in a group of
schoolboys who broke the rules to go to movies, to peep into a
sports meeting of a girls’ school, and to smoke or drink
alcohol, which is also never seen in his former memoir.

Fourth, he uses a respectful language to the Emperor
Hirohito, although Yokota clearly declares to refuse to show
any human emotion other than anger and hatred to the
Emperor, because of his responsibility of the war (Yokota,
2016(: originally written in 1989).
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These points tell us that Yokota, even in his old days in 1980s,
admired a military officer, somehow affirmed Japanese Emperor
System and militarism, and completely hided his real life history and
actual feelings from college students especially who were interested
in dowa education. So the presenter thinks that Yokota knew that
“the education of peace, democracy and science” existed only in his
theories and never come true.

On the other hand, the presenter also thinks that Yokota strongly
denied this aspect of himself, and wrote all the books and essays in

an extremely angry tone.
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6. Conclusion

For this reason, we can find two characters fighting against
each other in him, one was the real Yokota, and the other was
Yokota the theorist.
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