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Discussion of Projects on Overseas Dissemination of Japanese-Style Education Models

through Analysis with Comparative Education as a Methodology

SUGIMURA Miki (Sophia University)

This paper discusses how to evaluate pro-
jects for overseas dissemination of Japa-
nese-style education models from the perspec-
tive of comparative education methodology,
focusing on the EDU-Port Nippon Project. The
Project is promoted by a private-public coopera-
tive platform that unites ministries, government
agencies, local governments, educational institu-
tions and NPOs, and so on, in response to over-
seas countries’ enhanced interest in Japanese ed-
ucation. The Project consists of two parts; one
that focuses on exporting a Japanese-style edu-
cation model, and one that creates networks or
consortia focused across multiple countries or
regions. With the Center for Asian Legal Ex-
change of Nagoya University as an example of
the latter, a shift from a receptive model to an
emissive one can be noted while considering the
transmission of the Japanese educational experi-
ence through collaboration and networking with
the goals of assisting other Asian countries to
develop legal systems, legal education, and hu-
man resources. In addition to the policy-level
significance of promoting the internationalization
of Japanese education, enhancing the under-
standing of Japan abroad, and positively affecting
Japanese economic growth, Japan may also be
able to reconstruct its own model based through
interaction with foreign counterparts and to cre-
ate a platform for shared educational research.

In implementing the Project, it is noted that
the Japanese-style education model should be
introduced with consideration for the political,
economic, social and cultural contexts of the host
society and its social needs. The Project is char-
acterized mainly from the viewpoint of cultural
and diplomatic policies and international cooper-
ation from the Japanese side, but should also be

meaningful to the host society’ s educational de-
velopment. In this process of the sharing of ideas
and collaboration, the comparative perspectives
should be important, namely “what and how we
compare” and “why we compare”. It is also nec-
essary to reconsider what comparative elements
should be examined and how we can extrapolate
a model from a specific case.

Comparative education as a methodology is
likely to become more important as educational
issues diversify and transnational frameworks
increase. The origin of comparative education
research was to obtain information from over-
seas countries for national education policies and
systems amidst nation-state building processes;
while this was the case in the era of “borrow-
ing”, today we are seeing a new era of “creat-
ing”. Education policy and systems must be re-
considered in a more diversified multinational
and regional context. While the EDU-Port Nip-
pon Project was initiated with the idea of ex-
porting a Japanese-style education model, its fo-
cus has shifted from dissemination and reception
alone to include the creation of an international
education platform as well. The Japanese-style
education model is expected to become an inter-
national common good that aligns with the com-
mon interests of international society. In this
process, comparative education methodology will
play a crucial role in disseminating the model,
collaborating with host countries and generaliz-
ing the model for the international society.

Keywords: EDU-Port Nippon / international co-
operation in education / Japanese-style educa-
tion model / methodology of comparative educa-
tion research / international common good



