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Conference theme 
The conference will highlight the current state of knowledge in 
research on the history of Central and Inner Asia since the twelfth 
century until the present day. Taking into account recent 
developments in historiography questioning any form of 
epistemological “centrism” (particularly when centered on the 
Occident), the proposed conference will contribute to the debate on 
the role and position of Central and Inner Asia during much of the 
second millennium. In order to achieve our goal of questioning and 
discussing our present knowledge and understanding, the discussions 
will trace socio-historical systems and long-term historical legacies. 
Understanding various patterns of power in an historical context, 
including their meanings, concepts and semantics, their competition, 
appropriation and exchange, as well as institutions and schemes of 
redistribution, is vital in this respect.  The conference seeks to address 
how patterns of power are reflected in the process of social 
adaptation, how this process allows former elites to retain their 
privileged access to resources, material and ideological assets, and 
how it enables new elite groups to emerge. 
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CONFERENCE VENUE 

 
Ulaanbaatar University, Bayanzurkh district, Khoroo-14, Namyanju street, 
Ulaanbaatar  
 

(Улаанбаатар хот, Баянзүрх дүүрэг, 14‐р хороо, Намянжүгийн гудамж 
Улаанбаатар их сургууль) 

 
The conference will take place at the new building of Ulaanbaatar 
University. See arrow indicating the location on the map below.  
 
CONFERENCE ROOMS: 
Room I 
level 2, room - 203 
 
Room II 
level 2, room - 204 
 
Room III 
level 3, room - 301  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ulaanbaatar 

University 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 

Thursday 7 August 
 
08.00 – 09.00: Registration and coffee/tea      
 
level 2, room 203 
09.00 – 09.10: Welcoming address by Academician J.Boldbaatar, 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
09.10 – 09.20: Introductory words by Dr Willem Vogelsang, International 
Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden, the Netherlands 
 
09.20 – 09.30: Welcoming address by Dr Irina Morozova, International Unit 
for Central and Inner Asian Studies/Humboldt University in Berlin, Germany 
 
09.30 - 09.40: Welcoming address by Prof. Oh Deok Kyo, Rector of 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
09.40 – 09.45: Opening address by Prof. Choi Key Ho, Former Rector of 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 

 
09.45 – 09.50: Practical details  
 
10.00 – 11.00: Keynote speech by Academician Sh.Bira, Ulaanbaatar 
University, Mongolia: Mongolian Tenggerism  

Chair: Academician J.Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar University, 
Mongolia 

 
11.00 – 11.30: Coffee break  
 
11.30 – 12.30: Keynote speech by Academician Nikolai Kradin, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, Russia: Historical dynamics in the 
succession of Inner Asian nomadic empires 

Chair: Prof. Morris Rossabi, Columbia University / The City 
University of New York, USA 

 
12.30 – 14.00: Lunch at the Korea Café, Ulaanbaatar University 
 
14.00 – 15.30  
Session A1 – To the Studies of Nomadic Empires: Archaeological, 
Textual and Folklore Investigation: level 2, room 203 
 
Session B1 – Imperial State-Building Policies and the Role of 

‘Peripheries’:  
level 2, room 204 
 
Session C1 – Contemporary Geopolitics in/around Central and Inner 
Asia: level 3, room 301 
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 15.30 – 16.00: Coffee break  
 
16.00 – 17.30  
Session A2 – Alternative Sources of Power: Informal Politics, Kinship, 
Myth and New Religions: level 2, room 203 
 
Session B2 – Markets, Political Imaginaries and Social Campaigns in 
Central and Inner Asian Borderlands at the End of The 19th – 
Beginning of the 20th Century: 
level 2, room 204 
 
Session C2 - Nation-Building and Ideology in Post-Soviet Central Asia: 
level 3, room 301  
 
18.30 – 20.30 
Dinner, Lecture and Performance   
J. Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar University (lecturer), L.Chuluunchimeg (singer): 
Some Mongolian Legendary Songs (from the beginning of the 20th century) 
 
 

Friday 8 August 
 
09.00 – 10.30  
Session A3 – Imperial Ideology and Clan Structure in Inner Asian 
Polities: level 2, room 203  
 
Session B3 – Dynamics of Mobility of Mongolian Pastoralists I: level 2, 
room 204 
 
Session C3 – The Politics of Nationalism and Competition for the 
Symbols of ‘Ethnic’: level 3, room 301 
 
10:30 – 11:00: Coffee break 
 
11.00 – 12.45 
Session A4 – Environmental Cultures and Border Areas in Central Asia 
at Medieval and Modern Times: level 2, room 203 
 
Session B4 – Dynamics of Mobility of Mongolian Pastoralists II: level 2, 
room 204 
 
Session C4 – The Transformation of Elites: Power Models, Education 
and Culture in Soviet and Post-Soviet Central and Inner Asia: level 3, 
room 301 
 
12.30-14.00: Lunch at the Korea Café, Ulaanbaatar University 
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14.00 – 15.30 
Session A5 – War, Revolution and Mapping of Central and Inner Asia 
in the First Quarter of the 20th Century:  level 2, room 203 
 
Session B5 – Authority and State-building in Central and Inner Asia: 
level 2, room 204 
 
Session C5 – East Asian Geopolitics and Nation-building in 
Contemporary Mongolia: level 3, room 301 
 
15.30 – 16.00: Coffee break 
 
16.00 – 16.45 – General meeting for the International Unit of Central and 
Inner Asian Studies: level 2, room 203 
 
17.00 – 19.00  - Podium Discussion with Sh.Bira, Nikolai Kradin, Morris 
Rossabi, moderated by Irina Morozova: Eurasian frontiers and borderlands: 
the continuity and change of power models: level 2, room 203 

 
 

Saturday 9 August 
 
9.00 – 10.30 
Session A6 – To the Studies on the Qing Dynasty and the Patterns of 
Knowledge Transfer: level 2, room 203 

 
Session B6 - Power and Gender Issues in Central and Inner Asia I: 
level 2, room 204 
 
Session C6 – To the Studies of Contemporary Mongolian Society: 
Socio-cultural Patterns meeting Global Challenges: level 3, room 301 
 
10.30 – 11.00: Coffee break 
 
11.00 – 12.45 
Session A7 – To the Studies of the Sources on the Middle Ages and 
Modern History of the Mongols: level 2, room 203 
 
Session B7 – Power and Gender Issues in Central and Inner Asia II: 
level 2, room 204 
 
Session C7 - Legal System and Education in Mongolia: level 3, room 
301  
 
12.30 –14.00: Lunch at the Korea Café, Ulaanbaatar University 
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14.00 –16.00 
Session A8 – State-building in Post-socialist Central and Inner Asia: 
Propaganda, Regional Politics and ‘Mafias’: level 2, room 203 
 
Session B 8 – Economic Behavior and Entrepreneurship of Economic 
Actors in the Former Soviet Union and Mongolia: level 2, room 204 
 
Session C8 - Reconfiguring the Modern Political History of the 
Mongolian Borderlands: level 3, room 301 
 
16.00 – 16.30: Coffee break 
 
16.30 – 18.15 
Session A9 – ‘Traditional' Economies and the System of Knowledge in 
Modern Mongolia: level 2, room 203 
 
Session B9 – China’s and Mongolia’s ‘Neighbors’ Policies and the 
Impact of Public Response: level 2, room 204 
  
Session C9 – To the Studies of Mongolian Dialects and the Impact of 
Foreign Languages upon Mongolian: level 3, room 301 

 
 

Sunday 10 August 
Optional day excursion to Terelj National Park 
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PROGRAMME 

 

Thursday 7 August 
 
08.00 – 09.00: Registration and coffee/tea      
 
level 2, room 203 
09.00 – 09.10: Welcoming address by Academician J.Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar 
University, Mongolia 
 
09.10 – 09.20: Introductory words by Dr Willem Vogelsang, International 
Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden, the Netherlands 
 
09.20 – 09.30: Welcoming address by Dr Irina Morozova, International Unit for 
Central and Inner Asian Studies/Humboldt University in Berlin, Germany 
 
09.30 - 09.40: Welcoming address by Prof. Oh Deok Kyo, Rector of Ulaanbaatar 
University, Mongolia 
 
09.40 – 09.45: Opening address by Prof. Choi Key Ho, Former Rector of 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 

 
09.45 – 09.50: Practical details  
 
10.00 – 11.00 
Keynote speech by Academician Sh.Bira, Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
Mongolian Tenggerism  
 
Chair: Academician J.Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
11.00 – 11.30: Coffee break  
 
11.30 – 12.30 
Keynote speech by Academician Nikolai Kradin, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Vladivostok, Russia 
Historical dynamics in the succession of Inner Asian nomadic empires 
 
Chair: Prof. Morris Rossabi, Columbia University / The City University of New 
York, USA 
 
12.30 – 14.00: Lunch at the Korea Café, Ulaanbaatar University  
 
 
 



 

Thursday 7 August 
 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

A1 
To the Studies of Nomadic Empires: 
Archaeological, Textual and Folklore 

Investigation  
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

B1 
Imperial State-Building Policies and 

the Role of ‘Peripheries’ 
 
 

Languages: English and Russian 

C1 
Contemporary Geopolitics in/around 

Central and Inner Asia  
 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: Willem Vogelsang, International 
Institute for Asian Studies, the 
Netherlands 

Chair: Tolganai Umbetalieva, Central 
Asian Foundation for the Development 
of Democracy, Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Chair: J.Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar 
University, Mongolia 

 Jan Bemmann 
Archaeological Investigations of 
Nomadic Empires and Their Urban 
Centres 
 

Bartosz Kowalski 
Continuity and Change: Role of the 
Military in State-building Process in 
Modern China. Integration of Xinjiang 
Province with the Political Centre of 
China, 1884-1955 

Nargis Kassenova 

Russian and Chinese “Soft Power” 
Policies in Central Asia: 
Conceptions, Instruments and 
Implications 

 Won Cho 
Continuance and Transformation of the 
Nomadic Tradition: The Darughachi 
System of the Mongol Empire  

Ablet Kamalov 
Power and Religion: Islam in the 
Eastern Turkestan Republic (1944-
1949) 

Alicia Campi 
Utilizing Soft Power to Raise 
Mongolia’s Profile in Modern Global 
Affairs 

 Baohua 
A Comparative Study of the Mongolian 
Version of the Alexander Romance and 
Folktales about Alexander in the 
Persian Language 

Irina Morozova 
The Impact of Central Asian Elites on 
Moscow’s Policies towards Islam in 
‘Domestic’ and ‘Foreign’ Vostok, the 
1980s 

Timur Dadabaev 
China's Rise in Central Asia: 
Implications for Japanese Central 
Asian Diplomacy 
 

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee break 

  

1
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 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

16.00 – 17.30 
 

A2 
 

Alternative Sources of Power: 
Informal Politics, Kinship, Myth 

and New Religions  
 
 
 

Languages: English and Russian 

B2 
 

Markets, Political Imaginaries and 
Social Campaigns in Central and 

Inner Asian Borderlands at the End 
of The 19th – Beginning of the 20th 

Century  
 

Languages: English and Russian 

C2 
 

Nation-Building and Ideology in Post-
Soviet Central Asia 

 
 
 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: Timur Dadabaev, Tsukuba 
University, Japan 
 

Chair: Ablet Kamalov, Institute of 
Oriental studies named after 
R.B.Suleimenov and University 
'Turan', Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Chair: Morris Rossabi, Columbia 
University/The City University of New 
York, USA 
 

 Aksana Ismailbekova 
Poetics of Patronage: Patron and 
Kinsmen in Rural Kyrgyzstan 
 

Niccolò Pianciola 
Illegal Markets and the Formation of a 
Central Asian Borderland: the 
Turkestan-Xinjiang Opium Trade 
(1881-1920) 

Donnacha Ó Beacháin & Rob Kevlihan 
Elections and Nation-Building in Central 
Asia 
 

 Abel Polese & Slavomír Horák 
Where Formal and Informal Power 
Overlap 
 

Ivan Peshkov 
How Mongolian was the Great 
Mongolia Federal State? Influence of 
Mongolian Idea of Power on Ataman 
G.M. Semenov’s  state-making 
practices 

Paul Fryer 
‘What do we do with it now?’: Border 
Demarcation and Management 
Discussions in Post-Soviet Central Asia 
 

 Alexandre Toumarkine 
The Circulation of the Myth of the 
Realm of Agartha/Shambala: From 
Eastern Asia to Turkey, via the West 

Vsevolod Bashkuev  
Medicine and Soft Power Politics in 
Inner Asia, 1920s and 1930s 
 

Andrew Kovacs 
A Tale of Two Masterplans and The 
Architecture of Neutrality: Architecture and 
Ideology in Central Asia 

18.30 – 20.30 Dinner, Lecture and Performance  
J. Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar University (lecturer), L.Chuluunchimeg (singer): Some Legendary Songs of Mongolia of the 
beginning of the 20th century                                                              Languages: English and Mongolian 

1
5
 



 

Friday 8 August   
 

 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

9.00 – 10.30 
 

A3 
 

Imperial Ideology and Clan Structure 
in Inner Asian Polities  

 
 

Languages: English and Russian 

B3 
 

Dynamics of Mobility of Mongolian 
Pastoralists I 

 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

C3 
 

The Politics of Nationalism and 
Competition for the Symbols of 

‘Ethnic’ 
 

Languages: English and Russian 

 Chair: Nikolai Kradin, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, 
Russia  

Convener: Takahiro Tomita, 
Ritsumeikan University, Japan 
Chair: Yuki Konagaya, National 
Institutes for Humanities, Japan 
Discussant: Takahiro Ozaki, 
Kagoshima University, Japan 

Chair: Irina Morozova, Humboldt 
University in Berlin, Germany 
 

 Yuliy Drobyshev 
The Birth of Imperial Ideology in 
Mongolia 
 

Nachinshonhor Galzuud Urianhai 
The Relationship between Nomadic 
Animal Husbandry and Steppe 
Biomass in Mongolia 

Ainura Turgangazieva 
The Theme of Nationalism and 
Perestroika Policy in Kyrgyzstan 
 

 Francesca Fiaschetti 
Charisma, Nomadic Ideology and the 
Construction of Yuan Political Ideology 
 

Takahiro Tomita 
Changing Strategies of Pastoral 
management and Mobility in Suburban 
Areas of Post-Socialist Mongolia 

Anran Wang 
Ethnic Identity, Modern Nationhood, 
and the Sino-Mongolian Contention 
over the Legacy of Genghis Khan 

 Damir Mavliaveevich Iskhakov, 
Iskander Izmailov & Kamil Ablyazov 
The Problems of Research on the Clan 
Structure of the Golden Horde 

Akira Kamimura  
“Community-based Natural Resource 
Management” (CBNRM) Projects’ 
Impact on the Pastoral Society in 
Mongolia 

Ute Wallenboeck 
Contemporary Mongol Power in Amdo 
Tibet in the Course of China’s Ethnic 
Policy 

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break 

  

1
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 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

11.00 – 12.45 
 

A4 
 

Environmental Cultures and Border 
Areas in Central Asia at Medieval 

and Modern Times 
 
 

Languages: English and Russian 

B4 
 

Dynamics of Mobility of Mongolian 
Pastoralists II 

 
 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

C4 
 

The Transformation of Elites: Power 
Models, Education and Culture in 

Soviet and Post-Soviet Central and 
Inner Asia 

 
Languages: English and Russian 

 Chair: Willem Vogelsang, International 
Institute for Asian Studies, the 
Netherlands 
 

Convenor: Hiroyoshi Karashima, 
Hokkaido University, Japan 
Chair: Yuki Konagaya, National 
Institutes for Humanities, Japan 
Discussant: Akira Kamigura, Tokyo 
University of Foreign Studies, Japan 
 

Chair: Askar Djumashev, Karakalpak 
Institute of Humanities, Academy of 
Sciences of Uzbekistan 

Laxman Satya 
Trans-Regional Culture and Ecology of 
Central and South Asia in the 15th and 
16th century as Reflected in the Babur 
Nama 

 Akifumi Shioya 
Irrigation in Pre-Soviet Central Asia: A 
Survey on the Yasavulbashi 
Documents from Khiva 

Mari Kazato 
Mongolian Potential Pastoralists 
Formed in Summer 
 

Tolganai Umbetalieva 
Transformation of Political Regimes 
and Powers in the Countries of Central 
Asia 

 Djalalitdin Mirzaev 
Change in the Structure of the 
Authorities in the Border Regions of the 
Amu Darya: General Trends and Local 
Features 

Hiroyoshi Karashima 
Migration and Sustaining the Pastoral 
Society: A Case Study of Hentii 
Aimag, Mongolia 
 

Aigul Yessimova 
& Zulfiya Valitova 
Educational Trajectories of the Elite of 
Kazakhstan: the Soviet and Post-Soviet 
Periods 

  Sergey Lyubichankovskiy 
Orenburg Policy of the Kazakhs’s 
Islamization and the Reason of its 
Change in the 19th century 

Takahiro Ozaki 
Survival as Pastoralists: A Case Study 
of a remote Area in Southeastern 
Mongolia 

Abaeva Liubov Lubsanovna 
The Buddhist Cultural Tradition and its 
Elite in Central Asia during the XXth 
Century 

 

12.45 – 14.00 Lunch at the Korea Café, Ulaanbaatar University 1
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 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

A5 
 

War, Revolution and Mapping of 
Central and Inner Asia in the First 

Quarter of the 20th Century 
 

Languages: English and Russian 

B5 
 

Authority and State-building in 
Central and Inner Asia  

 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

C5 
 

East Asian Geopolitics and Nation-
building in Contemporary Mongolia 

 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: Timur Dadabaev, Tsukuba 
University, Japan 

Chair: to be confirmed 
 

Chair: Ablet Kamalov, Institute of 
Oriental studies named after 
R.B.Suleimenov and University 'Turan', 
Almaty, Kazakhstan 

 J.Kh.Urangua 
How Mongolia was Influenced by the 
First Sino-Japanese War, Russo-
Japanese War and Geopolitical 
Changes in North Asia 

Willem Vogelsang 
Local versus Global: Changing 
Patterns of Power in an Isolated 
Province of Afghanistan (2001-2011) 

B. Delgermaa 
The First Constitution of Mongolia as 
one of the first Constitutions of Asian 
countries 

 Ivan Sablin 
Siberian Indigenous Socialist 
Revolutionaries and Nationalists in 
State and Autonomy Building, 1911-
1924 

Zsolt Szilágyi  
Some Aspects of Legitimacy of the 
Mongol Head Lamas and the Political 
Role of Buddhism in the Process of 
Forming the Mongolian State 

J. Choinkhor 
Mongolia’s  New Geopolitical Situation 
and the Preservation of the National 
Identity of the Mongols 

 Askar Djumashev 
Political Elite of Karakalpakistan and 
the national delimitation of Central Asia 
 

D.Dashdulam 
Transformation of the Mongolians in the 
XXth Century: Examples of Historical 
and Mental Traditions 

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee break 

16.00 – 16.45 level 2, room 203 
General meeting for the International Unit of Central and Inner Asian Studies 

17.00 – 19.00 level 2, room 203 
Podium Discussion with Sh.Bira, Nikolai Kradin, Morris Rossabi, moderated by Irina Morozova: Eurasian frontiers and 
borderlands: the continuity and change of power models 

1
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Saturday 9 August 
 

 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

9.00 – 10.30 
 

A6 
 

To the Studies on the Qing Dynasty 
and the Patterns of Knowledge 

Transfer  
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

B6 
 

Power and Gender Issues in 
Central and Inner Asia I 

 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

C6 
 

To the Studies of Contemporary 
Mongolian Society: Socio-cultural 

Patterns meeting Global Challenges  
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: Morris Rossabi, Columbia 
University/The City University of New 
York, USA 

Chair: Zanaa Jurmed, Center for 
Citizen’s Alliance, Mongolia 

Chair: J. Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar 
University, Mongolia 
 

 E.Jigmeddorj 
Qing Period in  Mongolian 
Historiography  

Anna Jarry-Omarova 
Democracy, power and the gender 
issue in Mongolia 

Ines Stolpe 
Mongolization of Civil Society 
 

 Ts. Shagdarsuren 
Use of the Mongolian Language and 
Mongol Script in the Period of 
Manchu (or Qing) Dynasty 

Ganchimeg Altangirel 
The Image of Mongolian Women 
According to Single Mothers in 
Mongolia 

S.Dulam 
Oral History and Customs of Mongolian 
Aristocracy – Taiji Nar during the 
Repression 

 Xiguang LI 
The Learning Caravan in Inner Asia 
 

Tsetsegjargal Tseden 
Marriage Migration of Mongolian 
Women to South Korea 
 

Elisa Kohl-Garrity 
Value and Respect Reconsidered: 
Juxtaposing the Remote and Recent 
Past in Mongolia  

 

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee break 
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 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

11.00 – 12.45 
 

A7 
To the Studies of the Sources on 

the Middle Ages and Modern 
History of the Mongols 

 
Language: English and Mongolian 

B7 
 

Power and Gender Issues in 
Central and Inner Asia II 

 
Languages: English and Mongolian 

C7 
 

Legal System and Education in 
Mongolia 

 
Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: S.Dulam, National University 
of Mongolia 

Chair: Zanaa Jurmed, Center for 
Citizen’s Alliance, Mongolia 

Chair: Irina Morozova, Humboldt 
University in Berlin, Germany 

 Ts. Minjin 
“Yasa” as a Heritage in the Golden 
Horde Vassals  
 

Lucia Direnberger 
Gender, Religion and Power relations 
in NGOs in Tajikistan  

L. Ariunbat 
Some Financial Issues on the 
Mongolian High Education 
Development 

Arshad Islam 
The Mongol Invasions of Central 
Asia 

T.Dookhuu 
Modern Renovation of Legal Education 
of Mongolia and Further Tendency 

 D.Bayarsaikhan 
King’s Dictionary: its Historical and 
Cultural Context 

Maqsooda Sarfi 
Retaining the Traditions, Mongolian  
Women Lama  

A.Khandmaa  
B.Atartsetseg 
Current Problems In The Management 
Of Higher Education Institutions 

 B.Sumiyabaatar 
Korean Dragomen of Mongolian 
Language in the Middle Ages 

Gaby Bamana 
Female Power in a Patriarchal Society  

B.Oyunsuren  
Requirement of Economic education in 
the Family  

12.45 – 14.00 Lunch at the Korea Café, Ulaanbaatar University 

  

2
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grouper
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 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

14.00 – 16.00 
 

A8 
 

State-building in Post-socialist 
Central and Inner Asia: 

Propaganda, Regional Politics and 
‘Mafias’ 

 
Languages: English and Mongolian 

B8 
 

Economic Behavior and 
Entrepreneurship of Economic 

Actors in the Former Soviet Union 
and Mongolia  

 
Languages: English and Mongolian 

C8 
 

Reconfiguring the Modern Political 
History of the Mongolian 

Borderlands  
 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: Willem Vogelsang, 
International Institute for Asian 
Studies, the Netherlands  

Convener and chair: Hiroyoshi 
Karashima, Hokkaido University, 
Japan  

Convener: David Brophy, University 
of Sydney, Australia 

 Joakim Enwall 
Autonomy without Autonomy: the 
Case of Bayan Ölgii Aimag 

Ryo Takiguchi 
A Savvy Trader in Acquisitive 
Socialism: Interview Data for 
Investigations of Late-Socialist 
Mongolia 

Takahiro Onuma 
Adminstration and Migration during 
the Late Qing Period: As Seen in the 
Case of the “Kazakh Invasion” in 1838 

 Fabio Belafatti 
The “Mafia State”: Exploring 
Similarities between Mafia-dominated 
Politics and Clan-based Authoritarian 
Regimes in Central Asia 

Hiroyoshi Karashima 
How to Sell products: A Case Study of 
Market Economy for Mongolian 
Pastoralists 

Laikhansuren Altanzaya 
Some problems Concerning 
Mongolia’s Western Border in the First 
Half of the 20th Century 

 Sholpan Morozov & Narantsetseg 
Dorjgotov   
The Posters of the Mongolian 
Democratic Revolution of the 1990s 

Masanori Goto 
Entrepreneurship of Economic Actors 
in a Chuvash Village in Russia 
 

Makoto Tachibana 
Between the Personal and the 
Territorial Principle: The Ruling 
System of Mongolia in the Early 20th 
century 

 S.Delgermaa 
Study on Major Factors on Pricing 
Cashmere Products 

Tetsuro Chida 
The Revival of the Small Aral Sea and 
Fishery 

David Brophy 
The 1911 Revolution and the Flight of 
the Xinjiang Chahars 

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee break 
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 I – level 2, room 203 II – level 2, room 204 III – level 3, room 301 

16.30 – 18.15 
 

A9 
 

‘Traditional' Economies and the 
System of Knowledge in Modern 

Mongolia 
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

B9 
 

China’s and Mongolia’s ‘Neighbors’ 
Policies and the Impact of Public 

Response  
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

C9 
 

To the Studies of Mongolian 
Dialects and the Impact of Foreign 

Languages upon Mongolian  
 

Languages: English and Mongolian 

 Chair: to be confirmed Chair: J. Boldbaatar, Ulaanbaatar 
University, Mongolia 

Chair: S.Dulam, National University of 
Mongolia 

 B.Punsaldulam 
XX century Mongolian Agriculture 
(1900-1958) 

Ts.Batbayar 
Mongolia’s foreign policy: relations 
with two neighbours 

Ts.Dagiimaa 
Linguistic study of English words in 
modern Mongolian language 

 Jean Berlie 
Xinjian in 2014 
 

S.Dagiimaa 
Issues of Mongolian Foreign 
Language Education  

 B.Byambaa 
The Scientific Nature of Mongolian 
Traditional Pedagogical Heritage 
 

D. Otgonchimeg 
Public Influence and Reaction on 
Mongolia’s Political Course  
 

G.Batzaya 
The system of Phoneme of Mongolian 
Language’s Dialects 

Jee-young Lee  
The Study of the Etymology of the 
Words 'Red' and 'Star' in Korean and 
Mongolian Language  

 

Sunday 10 August 
Optional day excursion to Terelj National Park 

2
2
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ABSTRACTS 

 

ABSTRACTS OF THE KEYNOTE LECTURES – 7 AUGUST 
 
10.00 – 11.00 
 
Academician Sh.BIRA 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Mongolian Tenggerism  
 
This presentation will discuss the development of the theory of Tenggerism, or 
Heavenism, that inspired and motivated the unprecedented rise of the Mongols in 
the 13th and 14th centuries. In its final form, this theory became the official 
ideology of the Mongolian Empire, the world’s largest empire ever known in 
history. The focus of this talk will be on the final phase of the development of 
Mongolian Tenggerism, after it converged with Buddhism. The first phase 
emerged with the rise to power of Chinggis Khan, who clearly outlined the 
dualistic concept that the Tenggeri and the Khan constituted the supreme 
powers, Tenggeri being the highest omnipotent power in the universe, who 
protects and sanctifies the Khan on earth. The second phase is related to the 
worldwide expansion of the Mongolian Empire under Chinggis Khan’s 
successors, and it led to the ideology that all that is under heaven should be 
united under the rule of the Mongols. The third and final stage of the development 
of Tenggerism is related to the rule of Khubilai Khan, under whose rule the 
Mongolian Empire reached its universal character. It was also the time of the 
world-wide exchange of intellectual achievements, including those of Buddhism. 
A process of globalisation took place, in which the Buddhist form of universalism 
became closely linked to the Mongol concept of Tenggeri. 
 
*** 
 
11.30 – 12.30 
 
Academician Nikolai KRADIN 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, Russia 
 
Historical dynamics in the succession of Inner Asian nomadic empires 
 
One of important and permanently discusses questions in the nomadology is a 
problem of the historical dynamics and succession of the ancient and medieval 
nomadic empires. The objective of presentation is to show a nature of dynamics 
of different economic, social and cultural processes and institutions in the ancient 
and medieval nomadic empires of the Central Asia. Some aspects of the life-
sustaining activity of nomads were determined by the environmental conditions 
(for example, cattle breeding, social organization). On the other hand, a certain 
dynamics in other components of culture of the steppe societies (means and 
technology of transport, weapon and military arts, urbanization, writing system 
etc.) defined by different external and internal factors is evident. Finally, many 
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cultural impulses were accepted from the agricultural world by way of diffusion or 
assimilation (a number of technologies, world religions etc.). 
 
 

DINNER, LECTURE AND PERFORMANCE 

 
7 August 2014, 18.30 – 20.30  
 
J.BOLDBAATAR  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
L.CHULUUNCHIMEG 
Singer, Mongolia 
 
Some Mongolian Legendary Songs (from the beginning of the 20th century) 
 
This paper considers some legendary songs that were sung by the Mongols at 
the time of their struggle against the Manchus for Mongolian national 
independence. For instance, it describes the way how the songs praising the VIII 
BogdoJebzundamba and the song of Chin van Khanddorj were spread among 
the people, and what role these songs played in the creation of the national 
anthem during the monarchic period of Mongolia.   
 The paper also considers the song “Ai-Nanaa” that was written by Khanddorj 
after his son was killed by the Manchus; the nostalgic song about his homeland 
that was created by the brave hero Togtokh,  and the song about Damdinsuren, 
the national hero. 
 The songs with political notions, like “Magnagdeelteisaiduudguai” (The 
officials with silk brocade garments) can be considered as a song against the 
abolishment of the Mongolian autonomy. It was addressed to Badamdorj. Other 
political songs include the “Bundandenluu” (The spade torch), which was made 
after the expulsion of the Manchu resident Samdo from Mongolia; 
‘TsagaanShaazan” (The white porcelain) was made by the monastic clerk 
Sharavdoo, who was punished after the revelation of his affair with Norov, 
Bogdo’s mistress. There is a song of praise that elevated Baron Ungern to an 
equal footing with Bogdo; also ‘KhurenKhaalgataiDelguur”  (The mall with a 
brown door), which was created after Baron Ungern crushed the Chinese 
aggressors from Khuree. Many other songs will be discussed here in order to 
prove that the oral sources are as important as written ones to highlight historical 
events. 
 Some of these songs will be sung, during the presentation, by L. 
Chuluunchimeg, the most renowned singer of Mongolia. 
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ABSTRACTS PANELS – 7 AUGUST  
 

14.00 – 15.30 - SESSION A1 
TO THE STUDIES OF NOMADIC EMPIRES: ARCHAEOLOGICAL, TEXTUAL AND FOLKLORE 

INVESTIGATION  

 
Jan H. BEMMANN                  
University of Bonn, Germany 
 
Archaeological Investigations of Nomadic Empires and Their Urban Centres 
 
Despite recent contributions to broad comparative studies of complex polities and 
imperial entities, empires established by nomadic groups continue to lie outside 
the realms of critical and comparative academic discussions of complex polities 
and their institutions. Furthermore, comparative archaeological debates on urban 
settings and handbooks on early cities more or less neglect the constructed 
centers of nomadic empires. Even though modern historians and anthropologists 
continually consign the empires established by nomadic societies as secondary 
phenomena to agrarian polities, recent scholarship has begun to make 
compelling arguments toward liberating nomadic empires of the steppe from old 
hackneyed clichés. The key to furthering this endeavour is the much needed 
structured examination of the growing corpus of material remains of nomadic 
empires. Archaeological investigations of nomadic empires and their urban 
centres thus present a critical, yet still rare, subject of scientific inquiry in need of 
inclusion within broader discussions of urban development, political complexity, 
and greater world history. Therefore, it is my aim to examine the turko-mongol 
empires of Mongolia through an integration of the full corpus of archaeological 
evidence with studies of known historical records within the methodological 
framework of historical archaeology, comparative analyses and empirical urban 
theory. 
 Comparative studies of nomadic empires should embrace a collection of 
varied configurations in a non-linear fashion similar to those proposed by N. di 
Cosmo (1999) for Inner Asian states. It is this form of non-evolutionary 
perspective that I will apply to comparative archaeological examinations of the 
turko-mongol nomadic empires of Mongolia. 

 
 

Won CHO                  
Research Institute of Comparative History and Culture, South Korea 
 
Continuance and Transformation of the Nomadic Tradition : The Darughachi 
System of the Mongol Empire 
 
When Chinghis Khan began to campaign in the beginning of the 13th century, the 
Mongol army emerged on the vast Eurasian sedentary world. For the control of 
the subjugated region, Chinghis Khan began to dispatch commanders called 
Darughachis to the cities of China and Central Asia. It became a representation 
of Mongol sovereign power over the conquered region. As the Mongol ruler 
stabilized the conquered area through Darughachis, their role gradually changed 
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from military commander to civil governor. Under the reign of Kubilai, 
Darughachis began to be dispatched to every local government in China to 
intensify the direct rule of the great Khan. Darughachis in the local government at 
each administrative level had power to make administrative decisions. Under the 
reign of Kubilai, Yuan government limited the qualification of the ethnicity of the 
Darughachis to the Mongol, Turk, Uygur, and the Persian Muslims. Through this 
system, the Mongols could overcome the numerical minority and maintained their 
sovereign authority. 
  In this paper, firstly I will discuss the nomadic origin of the Darughachi 
system and the adoption of this system in the course of constructing the Mongol 
Empire. Secondly, I will examine the transformative use of this system in the 
Mongol Empire. Through this discussion, I hope to enrich the understanding of 
the institutional legacy from the nomadic empire and its innovative use in the 
Mongol Empire. 

 
 

BAOHUA                  
Inner Mongolia University, China 
 
Comparative Study of Mongolian Version of Alexander Romance and Folktales 
about Alexander in Persian Language 
 
The origin of the Mongolian version of the Alexander Romance has long been a 
confused issue. Nicholas Poppe, Francis Cleaves and T. Namjil wrote articles 
about this, and assumed the Mongolian version of the Alexander Romance was 
translated from Central Asian countries, and more likely, from Persian or Arabic, 
but did not come up with a definitive conclusion. In this paper, I would like to 
compare the Mongolian version of the Alexander Romance to folktales about 
Alexander the Great in the Persian language, and discuss their relationship, and 
argue that the Mongolian version of the Alexander Romance might not be a 
translated work; instead, it was edited and recreated in the cultural context of the 
Mongols then using the prevailing motif of Alexander’s quest for immortality, thus 
figuring out in this paper the relationship of the Mongolian version of the 
Alexander Romance with Central Asian countries as well as Indian Buddhism. 

 
 

14.00 – 15.30 - SESSION B1 
IMPERIAL STATE-BUILDING POLICIES AND THE ROLE OF ‘PERIPHERIES’ 

 
Bartosz KOWALSKI                  
Department of East Asian Studies, University of Lodz, Poland 
 
Continuity and Change: Role of the Military in State-building Process in Modern 
China. Integration of Xinjiang Province with the Political Center of China 1884 – 
1955. 
 
Creating Xinjiang province in 1884 was a great shift in Qing policy towards the 
troublesome north-western frontier – from indirect rule (jimi) and the key role of 
the Yili General in local structures of power to implementation of inner China’s 
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civil administration system (junxian). After the 1911 revolution, Xinjiang for nearly 
three decades remained isolated from the political influence of central authorities 
and was successively ruled by three warlords: Yang Zengxin, Jin Shuren and 
Sheng Shicai. Therefore the primary question that arises in this paper is by what 
means the non-Han periphery in post-imperial China was held within the borders 
of the state and what was the role of the military in such? What was the 
intellectual legitimation and moral justification for territorial incorporation and 
political control of the frontier region and how was Guomindang able to deal with 
sino-muslim warlords who remained dominant over the north-west in the 1930s 
and 1940s? The author also tries to evaluate the importance of the late Qing 
military colonies (tunken) and its modern guise, the Xinjiang Production and 
Construction Corps (Xinjiang Shengchan Jianshe Bingtuan) in the integration 
process of Xinjiang with the political centre of China. Taking the above into 
consideration this study attempts to outline the relatively peaceful transition in 
which warlord politics was by 1955 substituted by ethnopolitcs: Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region under solemn supervision of the People’s Liberation Army 
and former GMD officers. 

 
 

Ablet KAMALOV                  
Institute of Oriental studies named after R.B.Suleimenov and University 'Turan', 
Almaty, Kazakhstan 
 
Power and Religion: Islam in the Eastern Turkistan Republic (1944-1949) 
 
This paper will examine the role of religion, primarily Islam, in the short-lived 
republic of Eastern Turkistan which existed in three districts of Xinjiang, the 
westernmost province of China, in the 1940s. Based on an analysis of materials 
published in journals in Uyghur from the administrative centre of the repubic - 
Kuljia, such as 'Ittipaq' (Union), we will look at how the Soviets used religious 
factors in mobilizing the local Muslim people against Guomindang China and how 
ETR leadership used religious discourse in legitimizing its power in the eyes of 
the local Muslim peoples of Xiijiang.  
 The use of Islam by the government of the pro-Soviet regime in Xinjiang will 
be examined based on the principle of 'writing history from below': materials in 
the Uyghur language published within the territory of Eastern Turkistan Republic 
will give a perspective, other than Russian archival materials or the Chinese 
official position expressed in the historiography of the PRC. 

 
 

Irina MOROZOVA 
Humboldt University in Berlin, Germany 

 
The Impact of Central Asian Elites on Moscow’s Policies towards Islam in 
‘Domestic’ and ‘Foreign’ Vostok, the 1980s 
 
This research aims at developing the studies on late socialist Central Asia and its 
social transformation vis-à-vis Moscow via viewing interconnectivity in colonial 
and post-colonial history and applying the nuanced approach of histoire croisée. 
The Soviet history is analysed as a continuous competition of individuals and 
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groups in power for the interpretation of socio-cultural symbols and redirecting 
the official authoritative discourse. The central research question so far is 
grounded in understanding the actors determining the course of reforms and the 
shift in ideological policies. One of the ways to approach those questions is to 
look at such newly promoted perestroika debate as the social nature of Islam in 
Central Asia. To achieve this the original data from the Soviet archives (in 
Moscow and in Central Asia) was applied and life stories and oral histories were 
recorded and analysed.  
 As a result of the mid 1970s ‘new momentum’ in the Cold War and the 
Soviet engagement in Afghanistan, even former allies tended to associate the 
Soviet Union with a wrong ideology and another adversary to the Muslim society 
socio-political system. That was a crucial moment in the history of the Cold War, 
as many leaders of the Muslim world were able to free themselves from the 
former alliance with communism and expose its ‘evils’ in the same way as the 
‘evils of capitalism’. These discussions were well known by the top Soviet Muslim 
administration, which nevertheless saw its future in the socialist society and 
within the Soviet political system. The recorded life stories demonstrate how the 
elitist ‘cast’ of educated Muslim intellectuals connected with ‘foreign’ Orient had 
been forming via the Soviet foreign office and other channels, including education 
and science. The representatives of this nevertheless thin layer were eager to 
gain more social, cultural and political capital. 

 
 

14.00 – 15.30 - SESSION C1 
 CONTEMPORARY GEOPOLITICS IN/AROUND CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA  

 
Nargis KASSENOVA 
KIMEP University, Kazakhstan 
 
Russian and Chinese “Soft Power” Policies in Central Asia: Conceptions, 
Instruments and Implications 
 
Since the 2000s Russian and Chinese policy making communities have been 
interested in the concept of “soft power,” first proposed by the American scholar 
Joseph Nye in 1990. Both Russia and China, driven by their quest for great 
power status, tried to understand the ways of “soft power” (or the ability to make 
others want what you want, shape agendas and rules of the game), and how they 
can develop and exercise it. Central Asia became a testing ground for such 
efforts. The paper analyzes differences and similarities in Russian and Chinese 
perceptions and conceptualizations of “soft power” and how they view their 
assets in this regard. It gives a brief overview of Russian and Chinese 
attractiveness in Central Asia in terms of culture, values, legitimate policies, a 
positive domestic model, a successful economy, and a competent military. The 
paper discusses the instruments that Beijing and Moscow have been using to 
promote their “soft power” in the region. It  analyzes the challenges that they 
have been facing, including the “warm politics, cold public” phenomenon, in case 
of China, and considerable internal contradictions in the policies toward the 
region, in case of Russia. It touches upon the implications of the Ukrainian crisis 
on Russian “soft power” policies and overall attractiveness in the region. The 
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paper concludes with some speculations on the possible outcomes of the “soft 
power” competition between Russia, China and the West in Central Asia.  
 
 
Alicia CAMPI                  
The Mongolia Society, United States 
 
Utilizing Soft Power to Raise Mongolia’s Profile in Modern Global Affairs 
 
With Mongolia’s turn to democracy and the market economy in the past two 
decades, the country has re-engaged with its Northeast, Inner, and Central Asian 
neighbours. Since 2010 the nation has experienced double digit growth based on 
the exploitation of its rich minerals which are primarily exported to neighboring 
China. However, the country has been uncomfortable with China’s monopoly 
over its economy, so Mongolian leaders have been revising their ‘third neighbour’ 
policy to explore ways to utilize ‘soft power’ to expand contacts with other 
Eurasian continental states as a counterweight. Mongolia finds that its socio-
historical legacy in Central Asia and Russia together with new found mineral 
wealth tie it to Turco-Iranian influenced nations and their entrenched elites in 
ways which can facilitate Mongolian penetration into the Middle East, Africa, and 
Europe. As part of the 100th anniversary of the establishment of Mongolia’s 
contemporary diplomatic service, 2013 was designated as a year of diplomatic 
outreach for the Mongolian government under the guiding principle of foreign 
relations under ‘one-window’. This policy emphasizes coherence of national 
foreign policy and actions with dissemination of positive information about 
Mongolia’s environment for foreign investors. This paper will focus on Mongolia’s 
plans for raising its regional and global profile through reinvention and 
reformulation of its national image through new network building initiatives, and 
how such formulas are influencing the political, educational, and business elites 
within Mongolian society today. 

 
 

Timur DADABAEV 
Tsukuba University, Japan 

 
China's Rise in Central Asia: Implications for Japanese Central Asian Diplomacy 
  
When discussing foreign policies of China and Japan, many refer to a 
competition between these nations for increasing their presence in Central Asia. 
At the same time, Japanese and Chinese foreign policy practitioners and 
scholars suggest that these countries’ approaches to Central Asia cannot be 
explained by a competition with each other. In my presentation I argue that 
although competitive drive with China is not a primary factor shaping Japanese 
engagement with Central Asia, it has made certain impact on the way the 
Japanese approach this region. I also argue that there appear certain similarities 
between Chinese and Japanese approaches to this region such as agenda 
setting, “selling” Chinese and Japanese agendas to regional states and institution 
building in this region. At the same time, seemingly similar motivations and 
approaches of two countries differ significantly one from another. China pursues 
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functional cooperation scheme while Japanese foreign policy is trapped between 
idealist and pragmatist paradigm.  

 
 

16.00 – 17.30 - SESSION A2 
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF POWER: INFORMAL POLITICS, KINSHIP, MYTH AND NEW 

RELIGIONS 

 
Aksana ISMAILBEKOVA                  
Zentrum Moderner Orient, Germany 
 
Poetics of Patronage: Patron and Kinsmen in Rural Kyrgyzstan 
 
My primary example is the patronage network of a single patron, named Rahim, a 
man who wears many hats. This central figure is the manager of an agricultural 
enterprise, a businessman with many other interests, some of which involve 
dubious financial arrangements, a local politician, a successful candidate in 
parliamentary elections, and, most importantly, an active and influential member 
of a lineage that is extensively represented in the northern province of the 
Kyrgyzstan. In times of uncertainty, they are presented with the opportunity to 
establish themselves as the patron of the entire village and get electoral support 
in times of elections.  
 Some scholars think patronage is not relevant, no longer pertinent in the 
processes of democratization. But actors involved in patronage networks have 
the ability to quickly adapt to a new democratic framework (although patronage in 
itself is perceived as highly undemocratic). However, I argue that patronage 
networks or kinship loyalties seem to be, in fact, a product of electoral party 
politics, rather than a pre-existing frame which corrupts ‘pure’ democracy. I 
develop a broader argument about the ongoing significance of patronage, 
suggesting that from an emic perspective patronage relations do not so much 
hinder as facilitate local democracy. However ‘imperfect’ local forms and 
practices might seem to be from the perspective of the Western ideal type of 
democracy, I seek to argue that we must understand how 'democracy' becomes 
embedded in local cultural and social practices. How problematic in Kyrgyzstan 
the expansion of patronage may seem to be from the perspective of the Western 
ideal of democracy, we must also recognize that the different stakeholders 
involved in patron-client relationships, strongly support democratic reforms. Thus, 
my focus is on the political dimensions of patronage both in the local setting as 
well as in respect to its impacts on democratisation processes. 
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Abel POLESE                  
Tallinn University, Estonia 
Slavomír HORÁK 
Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic 
 
Where Formal and Informal Power Overlap  
 
Since the end of the Cold War scholars of national identity and nation building, 
and particularly those working on the post-socialist region, have been particularly 
careful in explaining the peculiarities of the top-bottom policies of state and nation 
building. Starting from the ethnic-civic debate, they have often concentrated on 
the relationship between the political elites and the population making possible 
the identification of two tendencies. Some have warned against an excessive 
‘ethnicisation’ of politics that have led, and might in other cases lead, to ethnic 
conflicts in multi-ethnic settings. Some others have shown the role of ethnic 
entrepreneurs capable of exploiting ethnic mobilisation for political purposes.  
 This article explores an exception to this distribution of power that is 
noticeable in current-day Turkmenistan. Post-1991 policies allegedly ignore the 
ethnic dimension policy-making can take and the risks of an ethnic policy while 
concentrating state, institution and nation building mostly on the figure of the 
president. Iconisation of politics is not a new phenomenon in modern history, 
Vietnam, China or Turkey have successfully implemented similar models; 
however, the uniqueness of Turkmenistan is due to the fact that politics is not 
constructed around a person but a figure (the president, be this the first or the 
second) and that, in terms of quality and quantity, the amount of efforts devoted 
to gain political legitimacy through the president outplays any other nation and 
state building efforts.  
 Based on an analysis of official documents and counter-informed by 
intensive observation carried out in the country during several visits since 1991 
this paper will explore the policies and official narratives of the Turkmen state to 
spell out its uniqueness and its theoretical value. 
 
 
Alexandre TOUMARKINE                  
Orient-Institut Istanbul/ Max Weber Stiftung, Turkey 
 
The Circulation of the Myth of the Realm of Agartha/Shambala: From Eastern 
Asia to Turkey, via the West 
 
This presentation aims to trace but also to question the localisation process of the 
myth of an underground realm ruling the world from Central and Eastern Asia 
(especially Tibetan Himalaya, but also Mongolia (Gobi Desert)) to modern 
Turkey, via Western countries. This realm, alternatively referred to as Shambala 
or Agartha, is rooted in Tibetan esoteric texts belonging to the Vajrayana and 
Kalachakra Buddhist traditions. The myth was reframed and reinterpreted in 
Western contemporary esotericism (see among others Louis Jacolliot, Saint-
Yves, Helene Blavatsky, Rudolf Steiner, Rene Guenon, Roerich, etc…), boosted 
by science fiction literature and some travelogues. However, the introduction of 
the myth to Turkey was delayed because of the weak reception of Western 
esotericism and the even weaker reception of theosophy in the late Ottoman 

http://cuni.academia.edu/
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Empire. Other indigenous reasons also account for this failure. Although Turkist 
and Panturkist ideologies might have considered Mongolia or even Tibet as 
Turkic soil and the Ergenekon myth of origin concerning the central Asian 
ancestry of the Turks as compatible with the kingdom of Shambala/Agartha, in 
the 1930’s the early Turkish Republic regime reoriented itself towards another 
myth, that of the sunken continent Mu. Mu was developed as a Turkish variant of 
Atlantis, thus rejecting the ethnic links between Turkey and Central Asia. 
Notwithstanding the role played by the German occultist Rudolf von Sebottendorf 
- an important figure of the Thule Society, who settled in Istanbul for long periods 
both before the WWI and during the Interwar – which is still to be discussed, we 
may assume that the real introduction started with the interest shown for western 
esotericism by some Turkish spiritualists in the 1970s and 1980s. The growing 
trend towards conspiracy theories-based literature may explain why the myth 
spread in Turkey and became one of the motives of the Ergenekon trial in 2008 
bringing it onto the judicial and political agendas. 

 
 

16.00 – 17.30 - SESSION B2 
MARKETS, POLITICAL IMAGINARIES AND SOCIAL CAMPAIGNS IN CENTRAL AND INNER 

ASIAN BORDERLANDS AT THE END OF THE 19TH – BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY  

 
Niccolò PIANCIOLA                  
Lignan University, Hong Kong 
 
Illegal Markets and the Formation of a Central Asian Borderland: the Turkestan-
Xinjiang Opium Trade (1881-1920) 
 
Focusing on the Semirech’e region and on the basis of extensive research in 
Almaty, Tashkent, Moscow and London archives, the paper investigates how the 
late-19th-century extension of territorial power in Central Asia by the Tsarist and 
Qing empires created a new framework of opportunities for local communities in 
which the newly-enforced state border between the two empires played a crucial 
role. It also shows how the ensuing cross-border market networks successfully 
resisted late Tsarist and early Soviet attempts at severing them, when the 
necessities of war and state-building pushed states to try to control opium 
production and trade. The period under consideration includes three distinct 
phases of consolidation, collapse and reconstruction of imperial state 
administrations in Central Asia on both sides of the border: 1881-1914, 1914-
1917, and 1918-1920. Opium trade before World War One largely escaped the 
control of Tsarist authorities. Nonetheless, Tsarist officials tried, on certain 
occasions, to monitor and even encourage it.  The cross-border community of 
Dungans (Hui), Chinese Muslims who immigrated from Xinjiang into Turkestan 
between the end of the 1870s and the first half of the 1880s, had a crucial role in 
opium production and trade. The second phase corresponds to World War I. 
During the war, the Tsarist state attempted to impose a state monopoly on poppy 
cultivation in order to meet the demand of opiates (morphine) for the army. After 
the Central Asian revolt of 1916 (during which the Dungans were particularly 
violent) and then the collapse of the Tsarist regime, civil war ravaged Turkestan – 
this is the third period under investigation. Opium was by far the most profitable 
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good in the local economy, and its cross-border market value was a resource on 
which both Bolshevik and anti-Bolshevik forces relied on. 
 
 
Ivan PESHKOV                  
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland 
 
How Mongolian was the Great Mongolia Federal State? Influence of Mongolian 
Idea of Power on Ataman G.M. Semenov’s  state-making practices 
 
The long Mongolian tradition of statehood was an essential factor in the Inner-
Asia state-making processes in the first half of the 20th century. From the Indian 
idea of the Chakravartin (Universal Emperor) to the worship of the Great Khan 
and Khubilai Khan’s concept of Two Orders, the Mongolian ideas about power 
and charisma constituted a cultural base of new protectorate states. The strong 
and powerful anti-Communist uprising initiated by Transbaikalian Ataman 
Semenov was deeply connected with Inner Mongolian Pan-Mongolists 
(Babuujab’s circle) and their ideas of rejoining Buryat-Mongolia and Barga. The 
proclamation of the Great Mongolian Federal State in February 1919 with its 
provisional government on the Dauria station was perceived as the first step to 
unification of Mongol tribes. The new government consisted of people with 
different political and social experience: Russian academics, Buddhist monks, 
warlords, Transbaikalian Cossacks and Inner Mongolian nobility. This paper aims 
at showing – using the example of the Great Mongolia Federal State – the 
connection between the Mongolian political imagination and frontier protectorate 
building practices. The paper is based on new approaches towards political 
anthropology of frontier state-making and new sources on the Great Mongolian 
Federal State.  
 
 
Vsevolod BASHKUEV                  
Institute of Mongolian, Buddhist and Tibetan Studies of the Siberian Branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia 
 
Medicine and Soft Power Politics in Inner Asia, 1920s – 1930s  
 
This paper seeks to examine the transnational context of medical and scientific 
cooperation between international teams of physicians in the Baikal region and 
Mongolia in the late 1920-s – mid-1930s. In particular, the presentation explores 
how medicine was used as an instrument of political influence to an extent that 
medical ideas, and practices, were adapted to serve geopolitical goals in the 
heterogeneous political and cultural conditions of Inner Asia.  
 Building up the European healthcare system in the national autonomies of 
the RSFSR and health improvement of the indigenous peoples were serious 
tasks with geopolitical dimensions in mind. Not only did the Bolsheviks plan to 
stop the depopulation of the frontier regions by radically improving the quality and 
reach of medical services, but they also hoped to transmit through the national 
borders a positive image of a new Soviet man to attract whom they called “the 
oppressed peoples of the Orient” to socialist lifestyle. In so doing they first tackled 
the problems of social diseases among the Mongolian-speaking Buryats using 
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the international expertise, and then used the methods and practices approbated 
in the Baikal region in the neighboring Mongolia. The Buryats were assigned the 
role of soft power agents of the Soviets and frequently worked in medical 
expeditions in Mongolia. In this way, building up of a new healthcare provided the 
transnational historical context within which ideas, scientific methods and 
practices were transferred above the national borders and served a geopolitical 
role of a soft power. The above issues will be explored and constitute the starting 
point for the production of maps of geopolitical influence so to provide a visual 
instrument to better understand the geopolitical processes in the chosen 
historical period. 

 
 

16.00 – 17.30 - SESSION C2 
NATION-BUILDING AND IDEOLOGY IN POST-SOVIET CENTRAL ASIA  

 
Donnacha Ó BEACHÁIN           
School of Law and Government, Dublin City University, Ireland 
Rob KEVLIHAN 
Kimmage Development Studies Centre, Dublin, Ireland 
 
Elections and Nation-building in Central Asia 
 
This paper is concerned with the ways power is gained and maintained in post-
Soviet Central Asia and how this has evolved since Soviet times. We argue in 
this work that Central Asian political regimes are as much neo-Soviet as post-
Soviet in both electoral practices and nation building efforts. To illuminate this 
thesis, the paper will examine trends in election campaigns in all five Central 
Asian states, relating them to nation building efforts. It will investigate the 
frequently observed tensions between democratic form and autocratic substance 
of Central Asian elections and consider how these dynamics have supported 
efforts to create and strengthen nation-states in the region. We argue that claims 
by autocratic regimes to be democratic/agents of democratization and to hold 
free/fair elections have been central to the nation-state building exercises of 
these regimes; paradoxically in those few countries where elections have been 
more competitive, elections have too often contributed, at least in the short term, 
to nation-state fragmentation. 

 
 

Paul FRYER                  
University of Eastern Finland, Finland 
 
‘What do we do with it now?’: Border Demarcation and Management Discussions 
in Post-Soviet Central Asia 
 
The demarcation and management of the borders inherited from the collapse of 
the USSR are an ongoing process in contemporary Central Asia, also in the 
densely-populated Ferghana Valley. With the highest concentration of contested 
borders in the region, this territory shared by Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan is a major source of political instability and the focus of much 
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domestic and international concern. In this presentation, the southern border of 
the Ferghana Valley between Kyrgyzstan’s Batken and Tajikistan’s Sughd 
provinces is examined within the context of border development and 
management. After decades of having simply a symbolic and administrative value 
within the Soviet Union, and managed by authorities far away in Moscow, today’s 
border is presenting the inexperienced governments in Bishkek and Dushanbe 
with a formidable challenge. Despite a decade-long joint border commission 
looking at the issue, no border agreement has been found and state policies 
towards the borderlands are criticised as being inadequate and detrimental to 
local inhabitants. Frequent violent border incidents and the illegal settlement of 
citizens of one country in territories claimed by another (‘creeping migration’) 
have shaken public trust in the authorities’ ability to deal with the area. This 
presentation highlights local discussions on how authorities should manage this 
border in a way to ensure security and state sovereignty, while at the same time 
allowing centuries-old cross-border trade and personal communications in a 
region where most local inhabitants view the border as a nuisance and ‘artificial’. 
What do states and local actors ‘do with this border’ now? 

 
 
Andrew KOVACS                  
UCLA Architecture & Urban Design, United States 
 
A Tale of Two Masterplans and The Architecture of Neutrality: Architecture and 
Ideology in Central Asia 
 
Since the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union, Central Asia 
has undergone a transformation. This transformation and construction of a new 
identity and ideology have been made explicit and visible through the new 
construction of monuments and architectural structures. A Tale of Two 
Masterplans and The Architecture of Neutrality investigates the developments of 
architecture and urbanism in the past 20 years in respect to power and ideology 
in Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan respectively. While both countries strive to 
project their own independent identity, each has undertaken this transformation in 
very different ways. Kazakhstan has chosen to project a new independent identity 
through the construction of a new capital; Astana. This symbolic construction has 
shifted the centre of gravity from the former capital of Almaty in the southeast of 
the country to the central north where Astana is located. With the construction of 
a new capital, came the construction of new monuments and differing 
architectural structures to project a new identity for the 21st century. The result is 
a capital that is more like a museum of differing architectural visions in a single 
masterplan rendering the capital as a collection of structures much like a full 
sized museum.   Turkmenistan on the other hand, has retained its capital of 
Ashgabat but has constructed an addition to the capital with a host of new 
buildings based on an ideology of Neutrality; the foreign policy of the country. 
Fueled by immense gas reserves an entire new city of monuments and 
architectural structures has been added on to Ashgabat, all with a single 
architectural vision of neutrality, creating a white marbled city in stark 
juxtaposition to the existing concrete blocks of the existing Soviet city. The 
projection of a new independence and its associated ideology in both Kazakhstan 
and Turkmenistan is explicitly demonstrated through the construction of new 
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monuments and their surrounding public spaces. The production of architecture 
and how it is used and occupied in such a territory becomes a testament to 
different ideologies which is illustrated precisely through each countries' public 
spaces, major buildings, as well as housing developments. Simultaneously the 
construction of this new architecture has rendered the architecture constructed 
under the Soviet Union in a new light. 

 
 

ABSTRACTS PANELS – FRIDAY 8 AUGUST 
 

09.00 – 10.30 - SESSION A3 
IMPERIAL IDEOLOGY AND CLAN STRUCTURE IN INNER ASIAN POLITIES  

 
Yuliy DROBYSHEV                  
Institute of Oriental Studies, Russia 
 
The Birth of Imperial Ideology in Mongolia 
 
It would be a serious mistake to see in Genghis-Khan and his followers only 
skilled imitators who copied foreign experience of empires building. To solve the 
problems faced by the new rulers, no ready-made ideologies either for the 
nomadic or the sedentary world were of any use; synthesis and some creativity 
were necessary. Therefore, the case cannot be reduced only to unilateral 
borrowings, when the only source of the Mongol “world-making” is thought to be 
China, and admittedly its role as a donor of ideas was very high. It seems likely 
that the Mongols became familiar with Chinese political teachings through the 
Khitan in X-XII centuries. Somewhat earlier, they were in touch with steppe 
traditions. Pronounced ideas of “vertical power” (Sky - Kagan - Earth) might not 
have been completely forgotten in the steppes, but because of a lack of unity of 
command remained unclaimed. From the beginning of XIII century Mongols had 
the unprecedented opportunities for learning about cultural achievements of other 
nations. Thanks to their Khitan counselors, they could adopt the Chinese 
cosmological model, and mould it into their Central Asian traditions. Therefore, 
the policy of Mongolian khagans was a mix of Chinese ideas of “world-making” 
with steppe methods of realization. Thus, we can assume that the Mongolian 
concept of the supreme power consisted of Chinese (through the Khitan and to 
some extent the Jurchen) and Central Asian concepts, added to which were 
some elements of the world’s religious systems as well as native Mongolian 
views. Regarding implementation of the will of Heaven in life, we should 
recognize the great importance of personal qualities of the person who was 
chosen by the Heaven, namely of Genghis Khan. 
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Francesca FIASCHETTI                  
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 
 
Charisma, Nomadic Ideology and the Construction of Yuan Political Ideology 
 
This paper analyses the infuence of Inner Asian ideology in the construction of 
the political identity of the Yuan dynasty (1260-1368). The analysis will take 
Chinese documents as a case study, and especially the materials contained in 

the Yuanwenlei 元文類, a collection of writings from the Yuan period, compiled by 

Su Tianjue 蘇天爵 (1294-1352). The focus will be on some less studied edicts, 

imperial orders and official documents mostly from the reign of Qubilai (r. 1260-
1294) and Temür (r. 1294-1307) Khan. The idea of this paper is to read such 
sources as an evidence of the deep linkage of the Yuan dynasty with their 
Mongol origin, and the programmatic usage of elements of nomadic ideology for 
the construction of its political authority. Particular attention will be devoted to the 
ideas of “fortune” (mong. su) and “Charisma” (mong. sülde) and divine kingship, 
as they are at the centre not only of the strategies of identity-building of the Yuan, 
but played also an important role in the construction of Mongol identity throughout 
history.Through a comparison of different Chinese sources from the Yuan and 
the Tang (618-907), the paper will then show the deep influence and the linguistic 
innovations brought by such ideas in different periods of Chinese history, 
therefore providing new evidence for the study of the processes of 
communication and circulation of political ideology between Inner and East Asia. 
 
 
Damir Mavliaveevich ISKHAKOV - Institute of History, Tatarstan Academy of 
Sciences, Russia 
Iskander IZMAILOV - Institute of History, Tatarstan Academy of Sciences, 
Russia 
Kamil ABLYAZOV - Institute of History, Tatarstan Academy of Sciences, Russia 
 
The Problems of Research of Clan Structure of the Golden Horde 
 
Despite the fact that it is obviously very important to study the clan (tribe) 
structure that politically dominated the “Tatar-Mongol” population in Jochi’s ulus 
(the Golden Horde) due to the special role of tribes in the social-political 
organization of this state (four-clan system of Karacha begs), it still remains 
poorly analyzed.  
 Numerous works mainly deal with descriptions of long lists of the Golden 
Horde clans, which were taken from late Central Asian historical treatises. 
However, the use of data from these sources, of the 15-16th centuries or even 
later for the reconstruction of the clan structure of the nomad population of the 
Golden Horde can distort its real picture. The case is that the ethno-political 
situation in the late-Golden Horde political territories of the 15-16th centuries 
differed from the atmosphere of the mid-14th century, owing to political and other 
cataclysms, mass migrations of tribes that took place after the death of Uzbek-
khan’s successors and after events of thhe late 14th century that were connected 
with Timur’s campaign.  
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 Nevertheless, as a result of research of the tribes of the Golden Horde we 
are able to identify 37 clan names. It is obvious that this list is not complete, since 
in the first half of the 14th century there were 50-70 chiefs of tumens in the 
Golden Horde. It is more than likely that they headed tribal divisions. The 
population within a clan structure in the Golden Horde was rather significant: 
nearly 600,000 – 800,000 during the reign of Batu-khan, 2 – 2.8 million of people 
during the reigns of Uzbek-khan and Jani beg  
 We should mark that during the early period a special role was played by 
clans of Saljigut, Kingit, Uyshin and others (Kungray, Kiyat, Alcheen-tatar) in the 
politics of Jochi’s ulus. Later other clans also became active (Shirin, Baryn, 
Argyn, Kipchak, Mangyt).  
 Even though the Golden Horde clans were based on “fictious” kinship, and 
not on ancient principles of blood kinship, clan formations, as the research of 
Karacha beg’s system, of institutes of fosterage and of sworn brotherhood 
showed, played an important role in the creation of the social-political structure of 
the Golden Horde, also with the help of marriages between tribal grand people 
and Genghizids. 
 
 

09.00 – 10.30 - SESSION B3 
DYNAMICS OF MOBILITY OF MONGOLIAN PASTORALISTS I 

 
The aim of this double session is to reconsider mobility of Mongolian pastoralists 
and understand their mobility as dynamics. This part will deal with ecological 
sphere of Mongolian pastoralists.  
 
Human history is that of expansion of human to space, so it is not too much to 
say that it is a history of movement or mobility. In other words, human is a living 
thing with mobility. Especially, mobility allows “nomadic” or mobile pastoralists to 
live and use resources in their circumstances. It is applicable to Mongolian 
pastoralists. Their way of life has been based on mobility for long time. It had 
attracted Japanese anthropologists and some of them carried out fieldwork there 

until the end of World War Ⅱ.  

 
In the Post-Socialist Era, Mongolian pastoralists have experienced political 
change and economic crisis, and their way of life has changed. Now we can’t 
understand them as “nomadic” or mobile pastoralists so simply, and need to 
reconsider the concept of mobility of Mongolian pastoralists. Many types of 
mobility are seen in Mongolia: sedentarization as “zero mobility”, migration 
between urban and rural areas, and movement over the border under 
globalization. Of course, pastoral movement continues to be carried out. Now we 
can see the concept of mobility has been changing and expanding. So, we need 
to understand mobility as dynamics.  
 
This double session focuses on the dynamics of various mobility and approaches 
pastoralism and society of Mongolia. Especially, this part will deal with 
relationship between pastoral movement and pastoral management in Mongolia, 
and will include a discussion not only of pastoralists’ practices but also of related 
laws and development programs. 
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Convenor: Takahiro TOMITA, Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan 
University, Japan 
 
Chair: Yuki KONAGAYA, National Institutes for Humanities, Japan 
 
Discussant: Takahiro OZAKI, Kagoshima University, Japan 
 
 
Nachinshonhor GALZUUD URIANHAI 
Graduate school of urban culture and social study, Yokohama City University, 
Japan  
 
Relationship between nomadic animal husbandry and steppe biomass in 
Mongolia 
 
In Mongolian plateau, traditional nomadic animal husbandry has been carried out 
with long distant seasonal migration to reach suitable steppe vegetation. As the 
most important mortality factor of livestock is density independent, such as 
summer drought and winter coldness, the traditional nomadic animal husbandry 
is non-equilibrium system.  

In this study, relationship between seasonal migration including spring, 
summer, autumn and winter and aboveground biomass of steppe vegetation was 
analyzed to clarify relationship between nomadic animal husbandry and steppe 
biomass in Mongolia. The distance and location of seasonal migration of herders 
was recorded by a portable GPS, and aboveground biomass of steppe vegetation 
in each rangeland was evaluated by Enhanced Vegetation Index from satellite 
data. Vegetation biomass around camps of each seasonal migration was 
measured by the land true methods.  

The migration distance in spring and summer has strong relation with 
vegetation productivity of destination rangeland. As a result, concentration of 
heavy grazing on rich rangeland makes grazing pressure on each vegetation 
equalized and contributes sustainability of steppe vegetation. 
 
 
Takahiro TOMITA 
Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University, Japan  
 
Changing Strategies of Pastoral Management and Mobility in Suburban Areas of 
Post-Socialist Mongolia 
 
The introduction of a market economy based on private ownership in the early 
1990s has had significant impacts on pastoralists in the former Soviet Union and 
Mongolia. Previous ethnographic studies have pointed out that, after the 
transition from a socialist to a market economy, pastoral economy has shown an 
increased preference for a domestic-subsistence orientation as opposed to a 
market orientation. In the context of Mongolia’s transition, it has been suggested 
that households with a small number of livestock acquired through the 
privatization of state-owned enterprises tended to increase the size of their herds 
by reducing the high annual offtake (Sneath 1999). However, this suggestion is 
too one-sided because the regional and individual gaps in pastoral management 
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had expanded along with the collapse of the homogeneous pastoral production 
system during the collective period. In this study, I discuss how pastoralists 
survive and cope with such conditions based on a case study of suburban areas 
in Mongolia. Based on my previous research, I realized that individual 
households in suburban areas adapt to socioeconomic changes by adjusting 
access to land and labor through centralizing or dividing their own herds. These 
practices of socially organizing herds appeared to have spread in the processes 
of industrialization and urbanization which began in the late 1950s. This paper 
performs a comparative analysis between Orkhon District (a former pastoral 
cooperative) and Serenge District (a former state farm) to reveal the 
characteristics and transformation of pastoral management in the suburban 
regions of a secondary city in north Mongolia. This study will hopefully dispel the 
fixed image that pastoralists have returned to traditional ways of herding and 
living after the collapse of the pastoral production system established under the 
socialist regime. 
 
 
Akira KAMIMURA 
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan  
 
“Community-based Natural Resource Management” (CBNRM) Projects’ Impact 
on the Pastoral Society in Mongolia 
 
This paper examines how international development projects implemented in the 
pastoral sector in Mongolia have impacted on the pastoral mobility, household 
economy and collective activities of Mongolian pastoralists, focusing on those of 
“community-based natural resource management” (CBNRM). 

In Mongolia, the integration to the global economy or the transition to a 
market economy since the early 1990s has been alleged to require new 
pastureland management institutions. In the early 1990s, some international 
development organizations made a recommendation to privatize pastureland 
although it was not accepted by Mongolians. 

Since the late of 1990s when a CBNRM approach was introduced, 
thousands of “herder groups” have been established as a community. Donors 
funding those CBNRM projects also initiated the legislation to allocate an 
exclusive, long termed pasture use (possession) right to herder groups. The 
projects organize herder groups according to design principles: “small size” and 
“clearly defined boundaries”, which are commonly supposed to be critical 
conditions to sustainable management of CPRs, and the first one of Ostrom’s 
eight design principles. However, most of the herder groups have disappeared 
after the project ended. 

My case studies show that the CBNRM projects have increased 
exclusionary attitudes toward outsiders, which probably lead to the reduction of 
pastoral mobility and the loss of safety net in case of adverse weather conditions. 
In some cases, influential local herders exploit the programs to appropriate key 
pastures. Those projects often have had no expected outcomes, but sometimes 
unfavorable impacts on the pastoral society, probably due to the above design 
principle. 

The logic of “clearly defined boundaries” is the same as that of the 
privatization as a solution of Hardin’s “tragedy of the commons” dilemma: clearly 
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defining boundaries is essential to internalize external costs. This logic makes 
CBNRM programs to substitute for the privatization of pastureland in the context 
of post-socialist Mongolia. 

 
 

09.00 – 10.30 - SESSION C3 
THE POLITICS OF NATIONALISM AND COMPETITION FOR THE SYMBOLS OF ‘ETHNIC’ 

 
Ainura TURGANGAZIEVA                  
Kyrgyz Russian Slavic University, Kyrgyzstan 
 
The Theme of Nationalism and Perestroika Policy in Kyrgyzstan 
 
The period of perestroika in Kyrgyzstan marked the rise of national 
consciousness and the active revision of national history. Revaluation process of 
history was not smooth and in early stages of perestroika had his opponents 
among the party leadership. However, in a sharp deterioration of the socio-
political situation in the country and the devaluation of the communist values in 
society, forcing the themes of national history and current socio- economic 
condition of the indigenous population is becoming a key adaptation strategy  for 
the former party nomenclature groups to a new political course. 
 Study discussions of those years show that today people tend to reproduce 
at the mention of perestroika precisely those discourses which have been widely 
discussed and caused a flurry of emotions among the Kyrgyz people. This topics 
such as the problem of language, national history and a low level of social life of 
Kyrgyz people. This article aims to analyze the process of the production of a 
nationalist discourse and trace a certain impact on the public domain.  
 As a source for the analysis was elected the Kyrgyz language as discussed 
in the magazine "Ala - Too", in issues of the magazine from 1985 to 1991, 
archival materials of the Central State Archive of political documents ( CSA PD) 
and ten interviews in the Kyrgyz language. 
 
 
Anran WANG                  
Yale University, United States 
 
Ethnic Identity, Modern Nationhood, and the Sino-Mongolian Contention over the 
Legacy of Genghis Khan 
 
In 2006, the Chinese ambassador to Ulaanbaatar declared that “Genghis Khan is 
ours, and also yours.” Though his intention was to alleviate the nationalist hostility 
between the two countries, the speech led to further controversy. This paper aims 
to analyse the causal factors and nature of the contention over the “ownership” of 
Genghis Khan between the two countries in the post-Cold War era. After a brief 
summary of the historical background, the analysis will be done in two 
dimensions, namely the ethnic identities of Inner Mongols and Khalkha Mongols, 
and the nationhood of modern China and modern Mongolia. The reason for 
China to enshrine Genghis Khan as a national icon is threefold: to foster among 
the ethnic Mongols a sense of belonging to China by accommodating their 
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cultural identity; to sustain the sense of belonging of Han Chinese to an 
uninterrupted national identity by depicting the Mongol Empire as a dynasty 
instead of an alien regime of China; and to justify the rule over other minority 
regions like Tibet whose unity with China proper was first achieved by the Mongol 
Empire. On Mongolia’s part, the Khalkha-centric ethnic identity and the status of 
Genghis Khan as a symbol of national independence make it impossible for 
Mongolia to share Genghis Khan with either their ethnic compatriots in Inner 
Mongolia or their neighbour country China. Thus both countries find themselves 
in an irreconcilable contention over the legacy of Genghis Khan because of their 
respective national identities and domestic political agendas. 
 
 
Ute WALLENBOECK                  
University of Vienna, Austria 
 
Contemporary Mongol Power in Amdo Tibet in the Course of China’s Ethnic 
Policy 
 
My paper takes as its starting point the socio-historical claims about the present 
condition of Mongols in Amdo, one of the three main regions of ethnic Tibet in the 
northeastern corner of the Tibetan plateau within the present-day People’s 
Republic of China (PRC). Due to their history and their geographical location, the 
marginalized Mongols were surrounded by Tibetans, and hence gradually 
tibetanized. Furthermore, since the founding of the PRC in 1949 and its 
subsequent “Ethnic Classification Policy”, Amdo Mongols are positioned vis-à-vis 
Tibetans and Hans in competition for power and resources. Contemporary Amdo 
Mongols depend on the central and local governments’ policies and their 
economic subsidies, even though they avoid being incorporated into the central 
government’s power as well as being classified as Tibetans. The Chinese central 
government even lays emphases on its efforts to safeguard and promote Mongol 
culture which has been influenced by Tibetans for centuries. I state that in course 
of that the government’s ethnic policy has emerged at the conjuncture of the 
“survival strategy”. Therefore, I will use James Scott’s theoretical framework to 
explore the situation in my case study of Mongol nomads in Henan Mongolian 

Autonomous County (Henan Menggu Zizhixian 河南蒙古自治县 ) within the 

territory of the Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (Huangnan Zangzu 

Zizhizhou 黄南藏族自治州) in the northeastern part the present-day Chinese 

administrative province of Qinghai Province. I will use the information gained from 
autobiographical narrative interviews to confront memory and its selection 
process using criteria of historical critique to be able to investigate and expand 
the histories of local Mongols. It has to be investigated why Amdo Mongols 
perceive themselves as Mongols or as Tibetans, due to their “survival strategy”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 43 

11.00 – 12.45 - SESSION A4 
ENVIRONMENTAL CULTURES AND BORDER AREAS IN CENTRAL ASIA AT MEDIEVAL AND 

MODERN TIMES 

Laxman D. SATYA                  
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania, United States 
 
Trans-Regional Culture and Ecology of Central and South Asia in the 15th and 
16th Centuries as Reflected in the Babur Nama 
 
Babur, the founder of the Mughal Empire in India (1526) was truly a product of 
trans-regional interaction between Central and South Asia.  His memoir is a 
perfect example of the transition of Asia from medieval to the early modern period 
in world history.  Written in an elaborate style of a journal or daily diary, it 
presents a snapshot of the environmental and floral culture of the region where 
these two vast terrains meet each other.  For example, in these memoirs one 
finds an elaborate description of the cultivation, marketing and consumption of 
fruits that crisscrossed Transoxiana, Persia, Afghanistan, and North India. A 
social and commercial culture based on the cultivation and trade of 
pomegranates, watermelons, muskmelons, peaches, apples, mangos, bananas, 
etc., prevailed throughout the Ottoman, Safavi, and Mughal Empires, irrespective 
of their often volatile political boundaries.   
 The journal carries an elaborate description of watercourses, which 
facilitated the cultivation of fruits and flowers in this region.  Gardens, plantations, 
trees, natural springs, fountains, water tanks, lakes, canals, wells, mountains, 
rivers, valleys, seasons of the year, etc., surely captures the ecology of this 
region.   
 All kinds of illnesses which afflicted the local population are mentioned in 
these memoirs, i.e., fever, ague, headache, stomach trouble, earache, boils, 
broken bones, bodily pains, depression, nausea, vomiting, etc.  Also mentioned 
are the highly mobile lives of ordinary folks living in the innumerable villages, 
towns, and cities that dotted the landscape with soldiers, acrobats, musicians, 
singers, wine drinkers, maajun (opium) eaters, weavers, water carriers, lamp 
keepers, boatmen, thieves, gatekeepers, rebels, dervishes (holy men), Sufis, 
scholars, youth, pastoralists, peasants, artisans, merchants, traders, etc. 
     This paper will place the memoirs of Emperor Babur in the bigger context of 
the environmental and cultural history of the two vast regions of Central and 
South Asia, during the medieval and early modern period when the three large 
Islamic empires mentioned above flourished.   
 
 
Akifumi SHIOYA                  
University of Tsukuba, Japan 
 
Irrigation in Pre-Soviet Central Asia: A Survey on the Yasavulbashi Documents 
from Khiva 
 
Although irrigation and water management in Central Asia is a well-researched 
topic in the social sciences, historical research on the same, based on primary 
sources, remains undeveloped, except in Imperiology (study of the Russian 
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Empire). This study is a preliminary survey of the system of irrigation 
management and the settlement of disputes over water in the oasis regions of 
Central Asia, using a related example from 19th- and 20th-century Khorazm. 
 The Khorazm oasis, situated in the lower basin of the Amu Darya, has had 
networks of artificial irrigation since the ancient period. From the 16th century to 
the first decade of the 20th century, the oasis was ruled by the Khans of Khiva, 
who were of Chinggizid (then Uzbek) origin. In the first decade of the 20th 
century, the yasavulbashi – originally a supervisor of yasa (the laws of Chinggis 
Khan) – came to control part of the judicial procedures that included water 
problems in the Khanate. This was according to the reform initiated by Sayyid 
Islam Khoja, the Grand Vazir of the Khanate, during the reign of Isfandiyar Khan 
(from 1910 to 1918). In 2012, Uzbekistani historian Ulfat Abdurasulov was the 
first to reveal through related documents the importance of the involvement of 
yasavulbashis in judicial procedures.  
 This presentation aims to contextualize Abdurasulov’s new findings with the 
research historical information from the Khanate of Khiva. Following this, through 
the analysis of over 100 documents connected to the issue of irrigation from the 
yasavulbashi documents, I will show the process of settlement of water disputes 
under the yasavulbashi and then compare them with the ‘traditional’ customs of 
irrigation practiced before the 20th century, as described by Western and 
Russian Orientalists, scholars, and irrigation technicians as well as the local court 
chroniclers. 
 
 
Djalalitdin MIRZAEV                  
Termez Archaeological Museum, Uzbekistan 
 
Change in the Structure of the Authorities in the Border Regions of the Amu 
Darya: General Trends and Local Features 
 
History of the development of statehood in the territory of Eurasia, an important 
part of which has always been a territory of the border areas of the Amu Darya, 
covers about three millennia. Political associations created in this region have 
different levels of development of the forms of statehood achieved, first of all 
traditional elements. In other words, forms of state organization and 
administration were often inherited from their close or distant historical 
predecessors. Given this, we must speak about the important role of continuity 
and tradition of statehood; studying this character, probably, will create a more 
complete picture of the specific examples of its functioning. Each state created by 
those or other groups in their state institutions had predecessors.  
   In my paper I would like to consider the specifics of the use of tradition in the 
process of formation of the power structures from the position of historical 
distance, using materials of local history, analyzed in categories that are relevant 
for a particular region, taking into account current events, systems of values, 
lifestyles and customs, and I will discuss the local peculiarities related to local 
structures that operated during the second millennium. 
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Sergey LYUBICHANKOVSKIY                  
Orenburg State Pedagogical University, Russia 
 
Orenburg Policy of the Kazakhs’s Islamization and the Reason of its Change in 
the 19th Century 
 
The Orenburg region as a part of the Russian Empire was the huge region that 
included the North Kazakh Horde. The Russian administration made the decision 
to integrate Kazakhs into Russia on the basis of Islam. This decision was 
debatable because  Kazakhs practised Islam superficially. But Catherine II 
considered the Islamic orientation of the Kazakhs as a reality and thought she 
had to reckon with it in order to avoid revolts. 
 According to this approach the Orenburg administration systematically sent 
local mullahs to the Kazakh steppe. For 75 years (1791-1865) the number of 
mullahs sent from Orenburg increased from 19 to 733 people, by 39 times! 
Mullahs were appointed by the Orenburg's Mohammedan Spiritual Assembly, as 
a rule, from among educated Tatars. They surely were checked on loyalty or 
reliability as towards the Russian government. Mullahs were attracted by 
Orenburg for lobbying for the Russian interests among the Kazakhs. The mullah 
had not only to impart to ordinary Kazakhs the norm of Sharia, also they were 
obliged to create loyalty to the established rulers. 
 However in the middle of the XIXth century it became clear that this process 
had not only positive consequences (achievement of a certain social stability). 
The Muslim Kazakh society at a certain stage of development also began to 
transform into Tatars instead of remaining the Russian citizens of Kazakh 
nationality. The highest elite of Kazakhs considered it correct to adopt from the 
Tatars all their habits, up to casual clothes and leisure organization. This was 
particularly visible with the Internal Horde. From around 1860 the process of 
restriction of the Tatar influence in the steppe begins. Under the law of 1868, the 
mullah had to be appointed only from among Kazakhs. However it did not bring 
serious results until in the Kazakh lands the system of Muslim spiritual education 
was set up. 
 
 

11.00 – 12.45 - SESSION B4  
DYNAMICS OF MOBILITY OF MONGOLIAN PASTORALISTS II 

 
The aim of this double session is to reconsider mobility of Mongolian pastoralists 
and understand their mobility as dynamics. This part will deal with social sphere 
of Mongolian pastoralists.  
 
Human history is that of expansion of human to space, so it is not too much to 
say that it is a history of movement or mobility. In other words, human is a living 
thing with mobility. Especially, mobility allows “nomadic” or mobile pastoralists to 
live and use resources in their circumstances. It is applicable to Mongolian 
pastoralists. Their way of life has been based on mobility for long time. It had 
attracted Japanese anthropologists and some of them carried out fieldwork there 

until the end of World War Ⅱ.  
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In the Post-Socialist Era, Mongolian pastoralists have experienced political 
change and economic crisis, and their way of life has changed. Now we can’t 
understand them as “nomadic” or mobile pastoralists so simply, and need to 
reconsider the concept of mobility of Mongolian pastoralists. Many types of 
mobility are seen in Mongolia: sedentarization as “zero mobility”, migration 
between urban and rural areas, and movement over the border under 
globalization. Of course, pastoral movement continues to be carried out. Now we 
can see the concept of mobility has been changing and expanding. So, we need 
to understand mobility as dynamics.  

This double session focuses on the dynamics of various mobility and 
approaches pastoralism and society of Mongolia. Especially, this part will deal 
with mobility between urban and rural area (sedentalization and migration), and 
other mobility about Mongolian pastoralists. 
 
Convenor: Hiroyoshi KARASHIMA, Hokkaido University, Japan  
 
Chair: Yuki KONAGAYA, National Institutes for Humanities, Japan 
 
Discussant: Akira KAMIMURA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan 
 
Mari KAZATO 
Hokusei Gakuen University Junior College, Japan  
 
Mongolian Potential Pastoralists formed in Summer 
 
The natural environment in Mongolia, which is characterized by dry, cold and 
non-equilibrium ecosystem, is vulnerable. Nomadic pastoralism is an adaptive 
strategy to use such environment sustainably. However, a large number of 
Mongols preferred mining development to steppe conservation. As a result, it 
caused degradation. 
Only about 14% population of Mongolia is engaged in pastoralism and most 
herders will not wish their children to be engaged in it because of its hard work. 
Nevertheless, many urban settlers visit rural area. The aim of this paper is to 
clarify the meanings of rural experiences for modern Mongols. 

Many urban settlers move to rural area to take a rest and help their 
relatives with pastoral work, especially in summer holidays. Rural and urban 
people build kin and local relationship up each other. Children learn basic 
knowledge of animal husbandry and are socialized in extensive kin and local 
network. 

Most of them may not acquire enough knowledge and techniques to raise 
livestock in severe winter and spring, but I regard them as potential pastoralists. 
They can be trained, while working. It is necessary for all concerned with 
sustainable development in Mongolia to quit considering pastoralism as a secret 
sphere based on traditional cultural identity. It can be reconsidered as an ordinary 
occupation. In fact, Mongolian techniques for animal husbandry are not tacit 
knowledge but they had been written and published since socialist era. For most 
Mongols, memories of summer holiday in rural area with their grand parents and 
cousins are marvelous. On the base of such experiences and attachment, 
vocational training and dairy product price protection will promote animal 
husbandry in Mongolia. 
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Hiroyoshi KARASHIMA 
Hokkaido University, Japan  
 
Migration and Sustaining the Pastoral Society: a Case Study of Hentii Aimag, 
Mongolia 
 
The aim of this presentation is to show a process that Mongolian pastoralists 
migrated. It may be understood as sedentarization ordinarily, but the process is 
not so simple. After the collapse of socialist system in Mongolia, when the 
mobility between rural area and urban has been frequent, they didn’t always 
move from rural area to urban and become urban dwellers. In addition, the 
migrations of pastoralists to urban area cannot always be explained as a result of 
hardship caused by economic difficulties or damage from drought and snow or 
cold weather. In this presentation it will become clear that mobility of various 
directions by various statuses helps sustain pastoral society.  

Some pastoralists have managed to increase their livestock and have 
migrated to urban. The reasons of migration are to bear their children who attend 
school and to seek living environment for amenity against the dry circumstances. 
But they haven’t engaged to work for wage mainly (of course, some of them do it, 
or sometimes participate in trade). They have made their living to sell their 
products from their livestock. To migrate to urban, they didn’t sell all of their 
livestock. They became urban dwellers as absentee herd owners. 

On the other hand, it means that they needed herders who stayed in rural 
area and raised their livestock. The task was undertaken by the “herds child”. 
They had migrated to rural area away from home in childhood and become 
residential herdsmen. They have lived in the society for many years. On behalf of 
absentee herd owners, they have stayed at camps ordinarily. Moreover, the 
owners’ children and brothers in aimag center have migrated to rural area or 
have stayed there for relatively long duration. Thus, new pastoralists have 
appeared and pastoral society has been sustained. 
 
 
Takahiro OZAKI 
Kagoshima University, Japan  
 
Survival as Pastoralists: a Case Study of Remote Area, Southeastern Mongolia 
 
In today’s Mongolia, as pastoralists are allowed free movement unprecedentedly 
by law, they move to suburban area of cities because of economic advantage. As 
to pastoral strategies, a dichotomization is in progress; one with higher density 
and lesser movement in suburban area, another with more livestock and more 
movement like socialist era in  remote area. This dichotomization started shortly 
after cold and snow disaster from 1999 to 2002, which brought Mongolian 
pastoralists severe decrease of livestock. My presentation discusses a case of 
remote area, based on my field researches in Ongon Sum (county) of 
Southeastern Mongolia, which is over 100km away from the nearest city. A 
comparison between field research data collected in 1998 and in 2008, following 
characteristics are made clear. 
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Pastoralists move longer and more frequently than in suburban area 
without relation to the era. Their movement patterns are basically similar from the 
socialist era to today. 
The proportion of little livestock, which means sheep and goats in Mongolia 
increased, whereas that of cattle decreased. In remote area, pastoralists’ income 
comes from sales of live sheep and cashmere,  although cow’s milk and dairy 
products cannot sell. 
The minimum number of a household’s little livestock increased. It means that the 
minimum number to keep their lives as pastoralists in remote area increased, 
with the penetration of market economy. 

As a result, some pastoralists who can keep a large amount of livestock 
stay there as pastoralists, whereas others who failed to do so moved out, to 
suburban area for example. 
 
 

11.00 – 12.45 - SESSION C4 
THE TRANSFORMATION OF ELITES: POWER MODELS, EDUCATION AND CULTURE IN 

SOVIET AND POST-SOVIET CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA 

 
Tolganai UMBETALIEVA 
Central Asian Foundation for the Development of Democracy, Almaty, 
Kazakhstan 
 
Transformation of Political Regimes and Powers in the Countries of Central Asia 
 
After the collapse of the USSR, different political elites were formed in the 
countries of Central Asia. Consequently, in Central Asia there are different types 
of authoritarian regimes. Of course, the formation of the institutions of power in 
the Central Asian countries professed to be democratic, but in reality they are 
authoritarian regimes. Development of authoritarian tendencies, probably 
connected with traditional structures started as a syncretism of power and 
property, a lack of separation of powers, thereby preserving the influence of 
clans. So in this article I will discuss the various factors (political, economic, 
socio-cultural, external) that have influenced the character of the transformation 
of power relations in the region. On the other hand, it is important to try to 
understand the prospects of development of the political forces in power and the 
institutions of power. This paper therefore analyses the dynamics of power 
relations in the CA countries. 
 
 
Aigul YESSIMOVA -  South Kazakhstan State Pedagogical Institute, Kazakhstan 
Zulfiya VALITOVA - E.A. Buketov Karaganda State University, Kazakhstan 
 
Educational Trajectories of the Elite of Kazakhstan:  the Soviet and Post-Soviet 
Periods 
 
Nowadays education in a globalized world has been undergoing significant 
changes, which are characterized by marketization and hierarchization. Higher 
education is a key element of coming into power. The educational trajectories of 
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the elite of Kazakhstan in the transition from the Soviet system to a market one 
have highly evoked research interest. Retrospective analysis of the Soviet elite 
has shown mono-educational trajectories that were predominantly expressed by 
getting only one specialty during studies by the representatives of the elite. It 
should be mentioned, that an important imperative in promoting accession to 
power was the Communist Party and study at the Higher Party School.  
 The analysis of biographies of the post-Soviet elite has revealed poly-
educational trajectories of the state-administrative elite. We are able to identify  
some trends as follows. (1) representatives of the modern elite possess no less 
than two diplomas of higher education. (2) the number of those who graduated 
from university abroad has been steadily increasing from year to year. (3) it is 
quite often that representatives of the state-administrative elite possess two 
specialties: natural and humanitarian fields of science.  
 The feature of the post-Soviet elitization is a fusion of the economic and 
state-administrative elites. In the condition of the market, where the educational 
system is commercialized, some part of society has advantages in getting higher 
education, including the elite one.  As a result, this part of society is more likely to 
recruit in the establishment.  
 In Kazakhstan, at the state level, there are programmes that encourage a 
preparation of a new elite ("Bolashak", Nazarbayev University, Nazarbayev 
schools). All these educational programmes are aimed at training the elite with 
innovative educational strategies and skills that are relevant to modern socio-
economical and political development.  
 The article, based on the analysis of biographies, traces he educational 
trajectory of the state-administrative elite of Kazakhstan in the Soviet and post-
Soviet periods. 
 
 
Abaeva Liubov LUBSANOVNA                  
Russian Academy of Sciences / Buryat State University, Russia 
 
The Buddhist Cultural Tradition and it is Elite in Central Asia during the XXth 
Century 
 
The Buddhist cultural traditions in the cross-border regions of Central Asia are 
represented by a wide palette of religious traditions. There are among the 
Tibetans, the Mongolian and Turkic peoples who historically inhabited the Central 
Asian region rich religious traditions that include autochthonic ethnical religious 
beliefs. And the populations adhered to various religious cults, rituals and 
believes. 
      As for the different Tibetan and Mongolian peoples and their diasporas, there 
are two leading tendencies and characteristics - the Buddhist religious culture, 
with a special canonic form of theory and practice, and prebuddhist religious cults 
and ceremonies. The Central Asian intrinsic confessional sphere is furthermore 
affected by cross-cultural influences from other religions and local ethnic religious 
traditions, including Hinduism and Zoroastrism. What is interesting is that ethnic 
identification in this region occurs mostly along confessional lines, rather than 
along actual ethnic characteristics. 
 Buddhism among the Tibetans and the Mongols of Central Asia was mainly 
under the ruler of the Chinese government (the Tibetans) and under the Russian 
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colonial Empire (the Kalmycs, the Buryats and later on – the Mongolian People`s 
Republic). The  native territories of the Mongolian peoples were divided into 
many parts – mainly three – within the Russian Federation, the People`s republic 
of China and the Mongolian People`s Republic itself. 
 
 

14:00 – 15:30 - SESSION A5 
WAR, REVOLUTION AND MAPPING OF CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA IN THE FIRST QUARTER 

OF THE 20TH CENTURY 

 
J.Kh.URANGUA  
National University of Mongolia 
 
How Mongolia was Influenced by the First Sino-Japanese War, Russo-Japanese 
War and Geopolitical Changes in North Asia 
 
At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries two wars took place in 
the North East Asia – the first one in 1894-1895 was a war between Japan and 
Manchu Qing dynasty; and the second, in 1904-1905, was a war between Japan 
and Russia. These two wars have changed the geopolitical situation in the region 
and influenced the Mongolian National Independence movement. 
 Before the Japan-Qing War of 1894-1895, the Qing dynasty maintained a 
wide range of restrictive policies on Mongolia to preserve the native way of life, 
including restrictions on communication with the outside world, closure of 
Mongolia from China, but the Japan-Qing War laid the new grounds for a change 
in policy towards Mongolia, and this is confirmed by archival documents.  
 The defeat of the Manchus by the Japanese shows how the Qing Empire 
was weakened at the end of the 19th century. In order to solve this difficult 
situation the Qing altered the policy as regards non-Chinese nations. The 
Manchus started to use Mongolia as their compensation for their loss in the war 
with Japan by increasing taxations, in the form of large numbers of horses. This 
was one of the factors that made the Mongols’ anti-Qing sentiments stronger. 
Exploration of these and other developments is an important point of my 
research. 
 Russia was defeated in the Russo-Japanese war of 1904-1905, which 
worsened the Russian policy in the Far East. This was another factor for Russia 
to start changing their policy towards the continental Asia, especially for 
Mongolia.  
 
 
Ivan SABLIN                  
Saint Petersburg State University, Russia / National Research University Higher 
School of Economics, Russia / University of Heidelberg, Germany 
 
Siberian Indigenous Socialist Revolutionaries and Nationalists in State and 
Autonomy Building, 1911-1924 
 
The fall of the Qing and Russian empires in the early 20th century resulted in 
economic and political turmoil throughout Eurasia, hopes for better futures and 
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the construction of new political entities. Between 1911 and 1924 several 
independence and autonomy projects were developed and implemented in the 
areas populated by Mongolic peoples by group and individual actors, including 
indigenous intellectuals, Buddhist monks, Japanese officials, Bolsheviks and 
members of the White movement in the Russian Civil War, ultimately leading to 
the establishment of the Mongolian People's Republic and several ethnic 
autonomies within China and the USSR.  
 Siberian born and European (in its Russian version) educated indigenous 
intellectuals played a major role in the making of these projects and translating 
nationalist, anti-colonial and socialist ideologies to the Mongolian speaking 
peoples of the former empires. Such people as Elbegdorj Rinchino (1888-1938), 
Matvei Amagaev (1897-1944) and Jamsrangiin Tseveen (1880-1942) grew up in 
East Siberia where political exiles - Socialist Revolutionaries, Nationalists and 
Social Democrats - introduced new political ideas, traveled to European and 
Asian urban centres to witness these ideas being implemented in struggle, and 
finally, as guerrillas, propagandists and employees of the Comintern, transmitted 
the "World Revolution" to Siberia, Outer and Inner Mongolia.  
 Given that the Mongolian Revolution was the only successful pre-World War 
Two attempt to create a socialist state beyond the Soviet Union, whereas the 
Buryat Republic was one of the first ethnic minority autonomies in the world, it is 
very important to discuss how these people born and raised on the periphery of 
the empire developed into transnational actors, revolutionaries and leaders of 
their own and foreign countries, and how they managed to mobilize Mongolian 
communities and organize stable networks of activists, along with analyzing their 
tragic end, despite the success of the Mongolian Revolution, in Stalin's camps. 
 
 
Askar DJUMASHEV 
Karakalpak Institute of Humanities, Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan 
 
Political Elite of Karakalpakistan and the national delimitation of Central Asia 
 
Many publications related to the history of the former Soviet Central Asian 
republics only mention the republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, which were formed in 1924 as a result of a 
national-territorial delimitation of Central Asia. In 1924, there also was formed 
Karakalpakstan - an autonomous region, but this region is not mentioned 
anywhere.  
 In this paper I want to point to the difficulties that representatives of the 
political elite of Karakalpakstan have experienced in obtaining their autonomy. It 
should be noted that groups of the political elites of Karakalpakstan emerged as a 
result of disputes and disagreements. Their leaders included Dosnazarov, 
Adinaev and Napesov.  
 Initially, the differences of these groups were related to the problem as to 
which of the newly formed republics the Karakalpak Autonomous Region should 
join: Kazakhstan or Uzbekistan? Or completely ignore the policy of national-
territorial delimitation? Later, in spite of all these disputes, there was formed the 
Karakalpak Autonomous Region within the Kazakh ASSR, which in turn was part 
of the RSFSR. 
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14:00 – 15:30 - SESSION B5 
AUTHORITY AND STATE-BUILDING IN CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA 

 
Willem VOGELSANG 
International Institute for Asian Studies, The Netherlands 
 
Local versus Global: Changing Patterns of Power in an Isolated Province of 
Afghanistan (2001-2011) 
 
This presentation will discuss the changing patterns of power in the isolated 
province of Uruzgan, southern Afghanistan, in the years after the ousting of the 
Taliban in late 2001. Uruzgan is of particular interest in many ways. It is the 
province where Mullah Omar, the leader of the Taliban movement, grew up and 
set up his first militia camps in the early 1990s, before he moved to the Kandahar 
area. It is hence also the place of origin of many current Taliban leaders. It is 
furthermore the province where Hamid Karzai started his insurrection against the 
Taliban in late 2001. And it was the province that between 2006 and 2010 was 
(partially) controled by a non-American, non- British military task force, from the 
Netherlands, that together with mainly Australian military and diplomats followed 
a policy of close communication with the local population and its leaders. All 
these various aspects led to a very special development that was successful in 
including many groups, ethnic, social, political, and historically formed, into a 
drive towards stability that also included representatives of the Taliban. This 
presentation is mainly based on my own experiences in Uruzgan between 2008 
and 2011 as cultural and regional advisor to the Uruzgan Task Force. 
 
 
Zsolt SZILÁGYI                  
Institute of Ethnology, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary 
 
Some Aspects of Legitimacy of the Mongol Head Lamas and the Political Role of 
Buddhism in the Process of Forming the Mongolian State 
 
Nowadays the majority of Mongolia’s population still consider themselves 
Buddhists. This may be considered the state religion of this country and one of 
the central elements of Mongolian identity. In March, 2012, after the death of the 
9th Bogd Jebtsundamba, the Head of the Mongolian Church, the attention started 
to focus on the problem of reversion of Mongolian Buddhist leaders. This 
question is interesting not just because nowadays there is a great opportunity for 
redefining this function, but because some of the previous incarnations played a 
substantial political role in the Mongolian history after the 17th century. This role 
is rooted in their spiritual and their political legitimation. Öndör Gegen, the first 
Mongolian Head lama got his political legitimation earlier than spiritual, as the 
Dalai Lama invested him as Bogdo Gegen later. The political role of the following 
incarnations became smaller and their investiture by the Manchu emperors was 
considered mostly formal. In 1911 this situation has basically changed by the 
invention of the 8th Bogdo Gegen. But the question is that, was he really the first 
theocrat in the Mongolian history, and in 1911 did Mongolia become a theocracy? 
What was the role of the Buddhism in the preservation of Mongolian identity in 
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the Manchu Period, and in the forming of modern Mongolian state in the 
beginning of 20th century? 
 Now in this paper I would like to shortly review the political role of the 
Mongolian Head Lamas focusing on the questions mentioned above. 
 
 

14:00 – 15:30 - SESSION C5 
EAST ASIAN GEOPOLITICS AND NATION-BUILDING IN CONTEMPORARY MONGOLIA 

 
B.DELGERMAA 
Faculty of Humanities, Institute of Finance and Economics, Mongolia 
 
The First Constitution of Mongolia as one of the first Constitutions of Asian 
countries 
 
I am presenting this presentation in consideration of the First Constitution of the 
Mongolian People’s Republic as one of the first constitutions of Asian countries. 
The Constitution was approved by the first State IkhKhural in 1924 and was in 
force for 16 years. I have tried to see how this Constitution influenced on political, 
social and intellectual life of Mongolia during this period. Moreover, I have 
generated a list of the years when Asian countries developed their first 
constitution in chronological order and tried to determine their fundamental 
characters. In doing so, I tried to classify them in accordance to their importance 
more than a classification of their chronological order. In order to understand their 
roles, importance and consequences, it is important to classify them in 
consideration of the criteria of the core characters of fundamental concept of the 
constitution, political structure, and political and social relations of the time.   
 
 
J.CHOINKHOR  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Mongolia’s  New Geopolitical Situation and the Preservation of the National 
Identity of the Mongols 
 
Mongolia is experiencing a notable process of globalization and urbanization. 
This process has been accelerated by the rapid exploration of the country’s 
natural resources, especially by the active mining industry. These phenomena 
lead to an increased exposure to other cultures and ways of life. As a result, our 
awareness of the diversity of cultures has certainly grown.  

A nation is identified and recognized as such for its distinctive features. 
Thus National Identity consists of certain basic elements characteristic to the 
given Nation. National identity represents the peculiarities that make a Nation 
distinctively different from the others. National identity is a powerful tool to 
preserve and defend National Independence, National Sovereignty and National 
Security. As long as the National Identity is preserved and safeguarded, a nation 
survives. Therefore National Identity is a constant and topical issue of geopolitics, 
as important as the nation’s territory. The safeguarding of the National Identity is 
the sine-qua-non for independence and survival of any nation. 
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 Geopolitics or the politics of space represents a practice, art and science 
in their combination of the ways and means of elaborating and implementing the 
political, military-strategic, economic and societal policy of a given nation in its 
geographical environment. This environment emerged as a result of defending 
national territory and on the basis of the intellectual and civilizational framework 
that was consolidated thanks to safeguarding the National Identity. Important is 
the careful consideration of the geopolitical situation when a country finds itself at 
the crossroad of political and economic interests of major powers. Hence the 
need for the preservation of the basic elements of National Identity.  
 
 
D.DASHDULAM 
National University of Mongolia 
 
Transformation of the Mongolians in the XXth Century: Examples of Historical and 
Mental Traditions 
 
In the XXth century the manners and character of Mongolian nationals have 
undergone serious transformations. In particular, most obvious factors that have 
caused these transformations were social and economic development, as well as 
changes in the country’s foreign relations. In addition, numerous tragic and 
monumental events have occurred in the history of this nation that have made 
their respective contributions to the considerable conversion of Mongolians in 
terms of their perception of the world and way of thinking. This report will narrate 
the large effects on the Mongolians’ mentality by revival of the nation, by the 
years spent under the influence of the Soviets and the Comintern, political 
repression, the one-party state structure and the excessively ideologized society.  
 
 
 

ABSTRACTS PANELS – SATURDAY 9 AUGUST 
 

9.00-10.30 - SESSION A6 
TO THE STUDIES ON THE QING DYNASTY AND THE PATTERNS OF KNOWLEDGE 

TRANSFER 

 
E.JIGMEDDORJ 
Institute of History, Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Mongolia  
 
Qing Period in Mongolian Historiography  
 
The XVIIth to the beginning of the XXth centuries, or the Qing period in the 
Mongolian history is interesting as a separate period of Mongolian history. We 
registered 41 co-authored works, 478 monographs, 165 dissertations, 2146 
articles and notes, 68 resumes, 170 published sources and 20 document 
compilations on this period, published from 1935 to 2011*1. There are also some 

                                                 
*

1
 Bibliography of Mongolian Historical Studies. Edited by E.Jigmeddorj. Vol. IV. Ulaanbaatar, 

2011. pp.5 
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different and sometimes controversial opinions about this episode in Mongolian 
history. In this article I aim to consider this period, as the time when Mongols 
began to be ruled by the Qing, and to discuss Mongolia`s and Qing’s relations . 

 
 

Ts.SHAGDARSUREN(G) 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia  
 
Use of the Mongolian Language and Mongol Script in the Period of Manchu (or 
Qing) Dynasty 
 
The purpose of this paper is to clarify the attempt to use the Mongolian language 
and Mongol script in the frame of official and daily documents during the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911). According to materials included in this paper, in this period 
the function of the Mongolian language and Mongolian script was very extensive 
in imperial governmental and cultural services: Imperial Edicts (in Seoul and 
Ulaanbaatar), official report or scroll-protocol (in Paris), edition of books (in 
Berlin) … etc. 
 

        
 

Qing Emperor’s Edict in three language of 1640, in Seoul  
(Text in Mongolian) 

 

             
 

Edict in mongolian of 1710 by Qing Emperor Elhe Tayifin [康煕 1654-1722] 

(First & Final parts) 
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Two parts of Scroll-protocol of 1809 on the Acta of Ninth Dalai lama’s 
Intronisation  

(in Paris) 
 
 

Xiguang LI                  
Tsinghua University International Center for Communication Studies, China 
 
The Learning Caravan in Inner Asia 

 
Using his 29 years of experience in learning, writing and teaching journalism, 
the author experiments successfully with a “learning caravan”  – teaching a slow 
journalism on the nomadic or Buddhist roads in Inner Asia, where internet or TV 
has not deeply penetrated. In the remote and isolated Asian borderlands, the 
author gives students hands-on coaching following the Chinese ancient art of 
journalistic writing ji, a pure description and unbiased record, with no loaded 
language, no ideological labels, no hidden agenda. Before taking the students 
on the road, the author requests students to read the classic journalistic writings 

such as ” the Records of the Buddhist Kingdoms” (《佛国记》) ，“the Records 

of Western Region of Great Tang”（《大唐西域记》. In those early writings, 

students learn the essential element of good writing ji (记， record) —— 

journalism is writing the final draft of history, not the first.  
 Over a period of 15 years, the author has taken at least 500 students into 
curiosity-provoking places like Lake Baikal, Southern Siberia, Tuva, Tibet, Inner 
Mongolia, Xinjiang, Pakistan and Nepal. By guiding students in the reading and 
discussion of different disciplines and books about Inner Asia, with a particular 
interest for local people’s writings about their own history and culture, the 
learning caravan emphasizes the intercultural dialogue, with focus on learning 
the knowledge of trans-regional cultural communication, such as learning about 

the cultural and historic links between Central China (中原) and its neighbouring 

regions and countries. Since the author led the first learning caravan to Lop Nur 
15 years ago, the seminar has been cited as the most useful class when alumni 
gathered many years after they graduated. 
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9.00-10.30 - SESSION B6  
POWER AND GENDER ISSUES IN CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA I 

 
Anna JARRY-OMAROVA                  
Independent researcher, France 
 
Democracy, Power and Gender Issues in Mongolia 
 
Based on my PhD research, this communication proposes to analyse the elite 
question from a gender perspective. We will focus on the Mongolian case during 
the “Transition period”, as the country adopted a democratic Constitution known 
to be the “most liberal in the world”. Before the establishment of a democratic 
system, communist ideology claimed gender equality. And one would expect that 
the new democratic system would bring concrete gender equality among the 
young and dynamic democratic leaders.  
 This is in fact what Mongolian women strongly fought for. They composed a 
large percentage of street-mass demonstrations during “the” 1991-1992 winter, 
facing the cold weather on Sukhbaatar square. Many of intellectual activists 
(surrounding the well-known Zorig) were young women just coming back from 
their studies in Russia and Eastern Europe, notably Enkhtuuya, Erdentuul, and 
Zanaa. In the countryside as well, numerous local female activists were aware of 
the ongoing change, and strongly expressed their desire to participation.  
 Furthermore, during the first decade of this new political system, the country 
attained something unique in Asia: the development of a dynamic women’s non-
governmental organisations' movement. Women NGOs were effectively the only 
ones to occupy the newly authorized civil society, with the aim specifically to 
support women's political participation. They created a “Women’s Coalition” to 
help women candidates in the 1996 and 2000 parliamentary elections.  
 However, gender equality has not been achieved, as women represented 
only between 8 and 12% of the new member of the Ikh Khuural, the Parliament. 
Simply following Pierre Bourdieu’s analyses on “social capital” concept, we will 
explore three types of resources that women candidates attempted to employ: 
“intellectual capital”, “wealth capital” and “symbolic capital”. And we will see why 
none of them has been successfully exploited in order to achieve gender equality, 
despite the promises of a new democratic system.  
 
 
Ganchimeg ALTANGEREL                  
Humboldt University of Berlin, Institute for Asian and African Studies, Central 
Asian Seminar, Germany 
 
The Image of Mongolian Women According to Single mothers in Mongolia 
 
The image of Mongolian women and single mothers in particular has improved in 
the last ten years. But it hadn’t been that positive in the last century. The 
discourse on these women characterized them as poor, having many children 
with little mention of them in Mongolian literature, archival materials and even 
less in research papers. Discourse on single mothers in socialism was strictly 
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forbidden. There has been no research conducted on these mothers during this 
time period. The discussions documented are only about how single mother 
households received financial support from the state as well as a number of 
complaints regarding the family status of “being without husbands”. After the 
social change in 1990 the discourse became more intense with strong negative 
connotations. The bad image of single mothers was ubiquitous. The main 
description went as follows: the families of single mother households are very 
poor, supporting many children and include mothers who do not fulfill their role 
properly. These mothers neither care nor love their children. Hence, the 
recognized Mongolian term for single mothers “urch tolgoilson emegtei” carries 
strong negative meanings. Today, 23 years after the onset of the democratic 
system the discourse on these mothers is turning very positive – these women 
enjoy a good reputation and receive a lot of respect from all society members. 
During my PhD-study I conducted research on the causes and analyzed which 
criteria are to be held accountable for this change of image. The main questions 
concerned: which roles do single mothers play in current Mongolian society? How 
do they deal with their tasks as single mothers? I did field studies in Mongolia and 
interviewed around 50 different women in the capital of Ulaanbaatar, provincial 
centres and countryside for my PhD study. With the help of archival materials, 
research materials and literature I illustrated the image of Mongolian women as 
single mothers. Insights from the current discourse on Mongolian men were 
added to this research work as another aspect of the lives of single mothers. 
 
 
Tsetsegjargal TSEDEN                  
National University of Mongolia, Mongolia 
 
Marriage migration of Mongolian women to South Korea 
 
Underpinning much of the Korean-Mongolian relationship is the shared view that 
these two nations have racial, linguistic, historical and religious connections. Both 
peoples cite the famous Mongolian blue spot, as well as the Mongolian Empire’s 
close relations with the Koryo dynasty in the 13th-14th centuries. However, it is 
undeniable that in recent years Mongolia’s relations with South Korea have 
grown much wider and deeper in scope.  
 When it comes to multiculturalism, a South Korea’s overarching social 
phenomenon, tens of thousands of Mongolian expatriates are one of the primary 
contributors to the first-ever trend throughout Korean history. This paper deals 
with the migration of Mongolian population to South Korea and describes 
characteristics of Korean-Mongolian bi-national marriages using statistical data 
and other relevant researches. 
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TO THE STUDIES OF CONTEMPORARY MONGOLIAN SOCIETY: SOCIO-CULTURAL 

PATTERNS MEETING GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

 
Ines STOLPE                  
Bonn University, IOA, Department for Mongolian and Tibetan Studies, Germany 
 
Mongolization of Civil Society 
 
Mongolia is usually represented as a post-socialist model democracy. Due to the 
country’s abundance of natural resources, its economy – historically based on 
nomadic pastoralism – currently features one of the highest growth rates in the 
world. However, increasing disparities between rural and urban areas led to 
migration on an unprecedented scale. More than two decades after the end of 
socialism half of Mongolia’s population is living in the capital Ulaanbaatar.  
 Contemporary Mongolian society is characterised by two processes, which 
can be understood in terms of ‘nationalisation’ and ‘regionalisation’ and studied 
through a social phenomenon identified in the civil society: so-called Nutag-
councils. The Councils emerged in the 1990s as self-governing bodies of people 
who had migrated from their birthplaces to towns, cities or abroad. Initially set up 
to cope with the institutional void after the end of socialism, these pluri-centric 
networks retained importance, the more so as the access to resources via the 
public sector remains to be difficult without networks. Essential for Nutag-councils 
is a strong emotional identification with natural and spatial dimensions as well as 
with the cultural-historical and social characteristics of the places of origin. From 
heterogeneous features of their respective region, Nutag-councils simultaneously 
contribute to and represent the rather homogeneous narrative of a great 
Mongolian nation. 
 Representing a vast range of diverse civil societal interests, these networks 
reveal what Mongolians consider to be relevant for social action, as well as for 
the formation of identities in a global context – and for what reasons. Their trans-
local activities involve economic, cultural, religious and social issues. Through the 
enactment of their territorial identification, which can be traced back into history, 
they form an essential connection between rural and urban Mongolia, but also to 
the global sphere. 
 Based on preliminary findings, this talk aims to navigate potentially 
competing interests by focusing on power asymmetry and intersections between 
political fractions as well as strategic cultures of ruling. 
 
 
S.DULAM 
National University of Mongolia 
 
Oral History and Customs of Mongolian Aristocracy – Taiji Nar during the 
Repression 

 
On the base of fieldwork conducted between 2010-2013 in the soums of Galt and 
Shine-Ider, Khuvsgul province, in the ancient main county (Gol bag) of Sain 
Noyon khan aimag, we investigated oral stories and customs of Mongolian 
aristocracy -taiji nar, especially Zurkhiin taiji nar- the direct descendants of 
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Gersenz khun taiji, the youngest son of Batmunkh Dayan khaan. During this 
difficult period, people had to protect their intellectual and moral values under the 
threat of repression. This fear has not disappeared until today.  In order to save 
their lives, some of them posed as bedlams for the rest of their lives, lived in 
secret trenches, died in prison, were executed, etc. Many customs, games, 
costumes, books of taiji nar were prohibited, many subjects became taboo and 
the property of the repressed people was confiscated. Collapse of Mongolian 
aristocracy is a one of the interesting topics in the historical, sociological and 
anthropological surveys. 
 
 
Elisa KOHL-GARRITY                  
Max-Planck-Institute for Social Anthropology, Germany / Academy of Sciences, 
Institute of History in Mongolia, Mongolia 
 
Value and Respect Reconsidered: Juxtaposing the Remote and Recent Past  in 
Mongolia 
 
More than 20 years after the transformation from a socialist to a capitalist value 
orientation in Mongolia, there seems to be an intense social discourse on morality 
and value conceptualized by a semantic field of custom. This use of custom is 
consolidated by its meaning of “to have to,” “ought to” or “should.” Present-day 
discourses in Mongolia seem to draw heavily on the remote past (13th century 
and Chinggis Khaan in particular) as well as the recent past (20th century 
socialism) for moral authority. Interestingly, these periods are both juxtaposed 
and related to the present for value orientation, providing rather contrary 
imperatives and value emphasis. Whereas Chinggis Khaan and the 13th century 
images are strongly promoted by the State and the industry, heroes of the 20th 
century often speak more to persons who were not able to profit economically 
from the political and economic change.  
 In this paper I would like to discuss this discourse on “customs” by following 
the custom of respect back to the recent and remote past as my interlocutors 
have looked at it in relation to their conceptions of the present. I would also make 
an excursion to the use of “the custom of respect” in consolidating power and a 
moral discourse during the Qing dynasty. I will propose that it is worth looking at 
the custom of respect not as an invention of tradition, but rather as intending 
history in its respective contexts. Respect as a senior-junior relation also allows 
an intricate perspective on a master-subject relation or that of elite to subaltern 
and their relations of (re-) distribution. Finally, looking at the custom of respect 
will allow broadening discussions to the wider field of Central Asia, as this senior-
junior relation is not particular to Mongolia and goes beyond common, yet diverse 
approaches towards this transformation period. 
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TO THE STUDIES OF THE SOURCES ON THE MIDDLE AGES AND MODERN HISTORY OF 

THE MONGOLS 

 
Arshad ISLAM                  
International Islamic University Malaysia, Malaysia 
 
The Mongol Invasions of Central Asia 
 
The Mongol invasions of Central Asia were the greatest catastrophe in the history 
of Islamic Civilization, laying waste the global centre of intellectual achievement 
during the 11th to 13th centuries. The classical Islamic civilization of the 
dawlatayn (Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties) had continued in one form or 
another into the early 12th century, supporting the famous blossoming of culture 
and science which gave birth to the modern world during the European 
Renaissance. This paper explores the causes and consequences of the Mongol 
invasions based on Persian, Arabic, Urdu and English sources. It finds that 
Chinggis Khan was dismissed by the Muslim elite in Central Asia, particularly the 
Khwarazm Shah and his court, as a barbaric horde that posed no significant 
threat to them. It finds that the sophisticated system of Mongol propaganda was 
so effective that the myths it propagated are widely believed to this day, with 
emotive imagery such as the Tigris running red with the blood of the Muslims and 
black with the ink of their scholars, as Chinggis Khan and his successors 
unleashed an unstoppable force of nature to destroy civilization. Conversely, the 
study concludes that the causes of the Mongol invasions were more related to 
the weaknesses and incompetence of the Central Asian civilization than to the 
inherent strength of the Mongol invaders, and furthermore that the Islamic 
civilization was already waning before their arrival in Otrar. It concludes that the 
Mongol invasions, although initially catastrophic for Central Asia, as with most 
invasions, ultimately led to the integration of the Mongols into Islamic civilization 
(like the Ghaznavids and Seljuks before them) and gave a new impetus to life 
and culture in the region later expressed in the Timurids and Mughals. It finds 
that the Mongols represented a later manifestation of the ancient phenomenon of 
nomadic invaders of decadent civilizations giving a new course and direction to 
the latter, as recognised in ancient Persian sources and identified in Islamic 
sociology by Ibn Khaldun. 

 
 

Ts.MINJIN 
Institute of History, Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Mongolia 
 
“Yasa” as a Heritage in the Golden Horde Vassals  
 
The jurisprudence of the Golden horde has not seen completely in the article but 
several contents of “Yasa” connected with trade based on tax and post service 
that were inherited by the Great Mongolia vassals were considered in this article 
briefly. 
 Thus, the jurisprudence of the Golden horde is the jurisprudence of the 
transformation period from the Great Imperia to the Eurasian nations` histories. 
The jurisprudence history of the Golden horde that was between the law in the 
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period of Chinggis khan and jurisprudence of the Turkish Mongolia in the XVI-XIX 
century”2.  
 As written in the Russian and other sources the Golden horde existed in the 
longer period than other component states of the Mongolian Empire and the 
jurisprudence evolved from the “Ikh zasag” of the Great Mongolia were used in 
this region. Moreover, some parts of this law had been used in the states formed 
after the disintegration of the Golden horde.   
 
 
D. BAYARSAIKHAN 
National University of Mongolia 
 
King’s Dictionary: its Historical and Cultural Context 
 
In this paper it is aimed to introduce the Hexaglotor Rasulid’s King’s Dictionary as 
a monument of cultural impact within the Mongol Empire. The 14th century 
vocabulary in Arabic, Persian, Turkic, Greek, Armenian and Mongolian languages 
stands as a linguistic testament of medieval cosmopolitism. 
 When Iran enjoyed some degree of prosperity under Mongol rule,Mongolian 
language, of course, continued to be used in the Il-Khanid chancellery, in later 
times showing the influences of Persian and Arabic models. Mongolian was also 
used in diplomatic correspondence, in particular with Egypt where a special 
Mongol chancellery was established (perhaps between 1272-1283) to carry on 
the exchanges of letters between the Mamluk sultans and the Il-Khanids and the 
Jocids.  
 The early Il-Khans were open to the West, (which they viewed as a 
potentially subject region) hoping to use Christian forces against the Mamluks. 
Subsequently, Iran became a meeting ground between Middle Eastern and East 
Asian cultures, as can be seen in the work of Rashid al-Din (d. 1318), who was a 
high official of Ghazan and the author of a world history, the "Collection of 
Histories" (Jami ‘at-Tavarih), that reflects the ecumenical outlook of the Cinggisid 
rulers.  
 The Mongol empire was the first state to establish interlocking connections 
across Eurasia and the Near East, the precursors of the global networks of the 
modern age. A central feature of this was the exchange of ideas and 
technologies. The Hexaglotis, in many respects, a product of those broader 
horizons of inquiry that were stimulated by the Chinggisid world.  
 
 
B.SUMIYABAATAR  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Korean Dragomen of Mongolian Language in the Middle Ages 
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POWER AND GENDER ISSUES IN CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA II  

 
Lucia DIRENBERGER                  
Université Paris Diderot, France 
 
Gender, Religion and Power Relations in NGOs in Tajikistan 
 
After the collapse of the USSR, researchers observe and analyze a booming 
NGO sector in Central Asia. In Tajikistan this development is linked with the 
peacebuiling process planned after the civil war. For several years local NGOs 
working in the field of prevention of domestic violence and supported by 
international donors have been working with mullahs. In this presentation I would 
like to highlight power relations between these different agents, and conflicts 
between different norms in these NGOs: religious, international, soviet legacy, 
national ideology. Based on qualitative research (interviews and participant 
observations) in these NGOs between 2010 and 2012 I would like to analyse this 
competition of norms concerning the « woman’s question » in this local elite. 
 First my presentation deals with this collaboration as a strategy for local 
elites to challenge the inefficiency of the local judiciary system regarding violence 
against women. Because of corruption and because of this violence are 
considered as a private matter by police, lawyers and judges, violence against 
women remains unpunished. Collaboration with mullahs aims also to legitimize 
gender programs at the local level and to challenge the common view of gender 
as an international or alien issue. 
 Second I would like to discuss tensions and conflicts produced by 
collaboration between NGOs’ members. Althought local NGOs and international 
donors promote this collaboration, during my fieldwork I observed contradictory 
positions. Religious leaders working in these NGOs do not share the same 
positions on gender issues: women’s access to education, political participation 
and divorce. Moreover some female employees do not agree with mullahs’ 
positions on divorce, polygamy and abortion. So I propose to analyse these 
conflicts and their impacts on constructions of new forms of citizenship.  

 
 

Maqsooda S. SARFI                  
University of Kashmir, India 
 
Retaining the Traditions, Mongolian Women Lama 
 
The religious beliefs of Koku Tenger (blue sky) and Mongke Tnger (eternal 
heaven) were already in practice among Mongols back in the 13th century under 
the great conqueror Chingaz Khaan. Shamanism was made the state religion of 
Mongol Uls. When men were off to war or hunting, women looked after the house 
and performed the religious rites. 
 With the expansion of Mongolian Empire, diverse cultures and faiths 
penetrated into Mongolia and had a great influence on society. Over the centuries 
Buddhism or Tibetan Lamaism has had its presence in every sphere of 
Mongolian socio-cultural life. In the Manchurian period, Lamaism was made a 
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tool to divide and rule, which in the long run turned against Manchu and led to the 
revolt of 1921.   
 With the establishment of communist rule, Mongolian religion was excluded 
from all areas of public life. Monasteries were demolished, religious objects were 
destroyed and Buddhism was reduced to a museum piece. The Ghandan 
monastery in Ulaanbaatar served as the only remaining monastery with a small 
number of monks as its custodians. 
 Stalin's efforts to discourage Mongols were not successful. As soon as 
Mongolia was opened to the outside world in 1990, basic human rights including 
freedom of religion were proclaimed in the new constitution. All religious faiths 
were given permission to practice their faith. With this permission Mongols 
started redefining their traditions. Shamanism and Buddhism are back. Both old 
and young visit religious places and feel pride in their traditions. Likewise, the 
construction of both yellow and red sect of the lama monasteries are in full swing. 
The foreign spiritual inputs have also been highly influential in the revival of 
religion in Mongolia, as it has improved its ties with other South East Asian 
Buddhist countries significantly. India, the spiritual homeland, has become a new 
attraction for Mongolian monks to redefine their roots. The first generation of 
female nuns and their role are the focus of this paper. 

 
 

Gaby BAMANA                  
University of Wales, United Kingdom / Mongolia State University, Mongolia 
 
Female Power in a Patriarchal Society 
 
The Mongol Empire and its conquests have been largely described as male 
endeavors. Not only men controlled political and military power, but women are 
largely absent from the Mongol Empire narrative. When mentioned, some brave 
women (e.g. Sorghaghtani, Mandukhai) are portrayed as performing a male role 
or pressing influence on behalf of their male children or partners. Consequently, 
in the legacy of the Mongol Empire, a presentation of female power is 
exceptional, if not inexistent. Furthermore, the ideologies that sustain social 
processes in Mongolia are largely patriarchal, as they set a male figure as a 
model of social identity. Particularly, heroic epics introduce the hero and social 
model as a male figure, yet whose subject of desire and/or dispute is a woman 
who may exercise limited influence publicly upheld by her male partner. 
 More than being a representation of Mongol society, the above mentioned 
social ideology refers to an elitist and patriarchal bias that discriminates women 
both from the narrative as well as the interpretation of the narrative about social 
processes in Mongolia. I intend to present an argument for female power in social 
processes in Mongolia. Female power is not an alternative of male power or a 
privilege of some brave women. My argument suggests that from their gendered 
experience, women construct meanings of their identity and exercise power as a 
quality they impact on social relations in their networks.  
 To sustain my argument, I will present a case study of tea practices in 
Mongolia and illustrate how this specifically female activity is a field of identity 
formation and an action through which women exercise female power in their 
social networks. I will extend my analysis to some heroic texts (e.g. Geser) that 
refers to tea practices and female power. 
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LEGAL SYSTEM AND EDUCATION IN MONGOLIA  

 
L. ARIUNBAT 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Some Financial Issues on the Mongolian High Education Development 
 
Due to annually increasing needs and the development in the educational sector 
in every country, the costs of colleges and universities are increasing all over a 
rapidly changing world. Therefore, we need to refine the high educational policies 
and to develop financial management in order to meet the increasing expenses of 
the high educational sector. In this way, I have chosen my research topic on 
some financial issues in the Mongolian high education sector.  
 In my studies, I found some possible solutions of strengthening the financial 
management of colleges and universities in the private sector in order to meet 
these new needs, by surveys of the financial management situation, problems, 
and pros and cons in the Mongolian educational sector. 
 The major importance of this research work is the proposal of possible ways 
of increasing the financial resources for Mongolian schools and universities; 
correcting some factors that have a negative effect on financial management; and 
strengthening the public role in a high level of management of private schools 
and universities by sharing the issues with society. 
 By implementing these policies, the financial management of the Mongolian 
private colleges and universities will be improved and the difficulties faced by the 
sector will be overcome. 

 
 

T.DOOKHUU 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
  
Modern Renovation of Legal Education of Mongolia and Further Tendency 

 
Mongolia in 1990 had declined the totalitarian regime and refused a planned 
economy and chose the natural human development system of a legal market 
economy with respect for human rights. Today, in the history of Mongolia, we can 
see transparency and democracy spread widely. The most powerful tool for 
directing the country into the natural stream and protecting from disputes is 
legislation. Today law education, renovation, and the renewing of the legal 
system are priority issues of the country. Perhaps, legal expert education 
requires most renewing works in this sector. These changes implied many 
disputes but remain as core issues. According to the Mongolian Constitution, the 
adoption of the German legal system as a training model in legal education 
system is of great importance. What is necessary is the recognition of law 
specialization at a global level. This is the one of basic issues of legal 
government of the country.  

First of all, defining the historical picture of legal experts will give the 
opportunity to better understand the renewing of social requirements of our 
system. From the first half of 20-th century, legal experts have been trained in the 
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Soviet Union of Russia, because of political and economical structure of that 
period. The necessity of specialists with high academic degrees in the field of 
legal studies is increasing day-by-day. In 1960 there were two teachers and 35 
students, by the decision of organizing Legal Department in the University of 
Mongolia(Decision made by Central Committee of Mongolian Republic 
Revolutionary Party, Committee of Ministry of Republic of Mongolia, 1957) 

But from 1960 to the present day we had thousands of jurists. From this 
period we provided jurists with a national academic degree in their own country, 
and we built up the foundation for training and study. We thus prepared a human 
resource capable to work in law organizations, other governmental institutions, 
and created job positions for teachers with legal trainings. And with the 
development of a market economy, the legal sector of National University of 
Mongolia no longer exists as the sole training provider, but new Universities and 
Institutes of Private schooling have been established, which provides an 
opportunity for training students in different schools by national standard. 

 
 

A.KHANDMAA - Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
B.ATARTSETSEG - Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Current Problems In The Management Of Higher Education Institutions 

 

The special feature of education sector – organizations at all levels is their major 
role to provide adequate qualified professionals to satisfy social needs. The 
whole world recognizes that the key to creating wealth is human mind and 
knowledge; and issues of building, transferring and storing knowledge, how to 
effectively use knowledge and human resource management issues began to 
attract attention of scientists and researchers and they are developing new 
directions in management sciences. 
 Thus, university development trends depend on skills of the management 
and there is need for knowledge – based personnel management. In a rapidly 
globalizing economy it is necessary to learn from successful experiences of 
developed countries, which could make the transition to a knowledge-based 
economy; and to implement knowledge management which is suitable to our 
country; and it should start from the university management. Because university 
is the industry of knowledge. 
 
 
B.OYUNSUREN  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Requirement of Economic education in the Family  
 
Family has requirement to take economical education. According to training new 
program and standard, it is aim to supply social requirement. Training activity is 
oriented make below things. To make official and unofficial program which is fit to 
family real requirement in Mongolia. The Family economic education course is a 
new course that was approved officially in Ulaanbatar University at the range of 
Mongolia. The course program and standart was drafted  base on research works 
for 8 years in purpose of to be suitable for official standart and requirement. 
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Social demand of educating family with economic education is increasing 
in last 10 years and governmental or non-governmental organizations have been 
devoting projects and programs toward economic education.Therefore, it is 
necessary to support social demand by formulating standards and up to date 
teaching methods based on the results from determining demand of educating 
family with economic education. Teaching method is to research family economic 
concepts in the methodology level from the economical thinking, ethnicity, 
political policy, scholars’ teaching and management system as well as other 
countries’ experiences and develop formal and informal curriculum in accordance 
with actual demand of home country’s household. 

Family Economics is the profession and field of study that deals with the 
economics and management of the home and community. Family  Economics is 
also known as Family and Consumer Sciences. It is taught in secondary schools, 
colleges and universities, vocational school and in adult education centers, where 
students include women and some men.  

In the 1800s, home economics classes were intended to ready young 
women for their duties in the home. Classes were first in the United States, 
Canada and Great Britain, followed by Latin America, Asia and Africa. 
International organizations such as those associated with the United Nations 
have been involved in starting home economics programs around the world.  

Family economics is a field of formal study including such topics as 
consumer education, institutional management, interior design, home furnishing, 
cleaning, handicrafts, sewing, clothing and textiles, commercial cooking, cooking, 
nutrition, food preservation, hygiene, child development, managing money, and 
family relationships. This teaches students how to properly run a family 
environment and make the world a better place for generations to come.  
 

 

14.00-16.00 - SESSION A8 
 
STATE-BUILDING IN POST-SOCIALIST CENTRAL AND INNER ASIA: PROPAGANDA, 
REGIONAL POLITICS AND ‘MAFIAS’ 

 
Joakim ENWALL                  
Department of Linguistics and Philology, Uppsala University, Sweden 
 
Autonomy Without Autonomy – the Case of Bayan Ölgii Aimag 
 
The geographical area on which this study is focused is the province (Mongolian: 
aimag) of Bayan-Ölgii in western Mongolia, bordering on the Altai prefecture in 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of the China and the Russian 
Federation, including the republic of Tuva. The province has a total area of some 
46,000 square kilometres and consists mainly of mountainous areas. The number 
of the total population in the year 2013 was around 90,000. 
In the province of Bayan-Ölgii in western Mongolia the population is mainly 
constituted of ethnic Kazakhs (86 %), but there are also other ethnic groups like 
Urianhai, Dörvöd, Tuvans and (Halh) Mongols. The Mongols constitute only some 
0.4 % of the population of Bayan Ölgii, but the non-Kazakh groups also tend to 
identify themselves as Mongolians, as opposed to the Kazakhs.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumer_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interior_design
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handicraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sewing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cooking
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nutrition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_preservation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hygiene
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_development
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 The ethnic history of the area is unclear as early descriptions are lacking, 
but it seems likely that Kazakh immigration started in the mid-19th century. A 
second wave of Kazakh immigration came about in the 1930s and 1940s, due to 
conflicts between Kazakhs and Chinese in Xinjiang. Western Mongolia had until 
1931 formed the district of Hovd (Kobdo), but was later divided into the aimags 
Uvs and Hovd. In 1940, the middle part mainly settled by Kazakhs, i.e. northern 
Hovd and southern Uvs, was established as Bayan Ölgii aimag. This Kazakh 
majority area was, however, granted no special privileges in the form of 
autonomy. Nonetheless, in the field of education and culture, the ties were 
considerably stronger with the Soviet republic of Kazakhstan than with 
Ulaanbaatar, although politically Bayan Ölgii clearly was an aimag of Mongolia. 
This state of affairs continued until the early 1990s, when there were Kazakh 
intellectuals calling for secession from Mongolia in order to join the newly 
independent republic of Kazakhstan. A significant number of ethnic Kazakhs left 
Bayan Ölgii in the early 1990s, although a large part of them later returned to 
Mongolia, and calls for secession disappeared from the debate.   
 The purpose of this study is to trace the factors leading to a high degree of 
de facto autonomy in Bayan Ölgii, which has no special status as an autonomous 
area in Mongolia.  
 
 
Fabio BELAFATTI                  
Vilnius University, Lithuania 
 
The “Mafia State”: Exploring Similarities between Mafia-Dominated Politics and 
Clan-Based Authoritarian Regimes in Central Asia 
 
Common interpretations of clan politics in post-Soviet Central Asia underline the 
differences between political clans and organized crime in Southern Italy 
(commonly but simplistically referred to as “Mafia”). Yet, structural similarities are 
actually abundant and arguably more significant than the differences. Central 
Asian clan-based authoritarian regimes bear impressive resemblance with the 
way organized crime controls territory in Italy: both rely on vast patronage 
networks based on kinship and fictive kinship; both are based on pre-modern 
social organizations that survived the onslaught of totalitarian modernity and give 
them command over distribution of resources and economic opportunities; both 
use violence according to similar strategies and subordinate citizens to similar 
unwritten social norms that grant clans respect and influence; more importantly, 
they are both involved in legal as much as illegal economic activities and show 
similar patterns of “colonization” of state institutions. In light of these elements, 
the paper adopts an approach based on Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair 
Smith’s selectorate theory to argue that a new understanding of clan politics in 
Central Asia and organized crime in Southern Italy is needed to overcome the 
well-established divide between “democracies” and “authoritarianisms”: by 
looking at how power is actually administered in these regions despite formal 
rules and institutions it is possible to highlight the intrinsically similar nature of the 
two phenomena as almost identical forms of “small winning coalition systems” 
(Bueno de Mesquita, Smith, Siverson and Morrow, 2003) that work similarly even 
when legal and institutional settings appear to be very different. This in turn 
shows why it is often not enough to promote a simply “procedural” 
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democratization process, as if the adoption of free and fair elections is enough to 
transform non-democratic systems without tackling underlying social and cultural 
dynamics that guarantee the permanence of authoritarian practices. 
 
 
Sholpan MOROZOV - Mongolian State University of Education, Mongolia 
Narantsetseg DORJGOTOV - Head of the Graduate office, Mongolian State 
University of Education, Mongolia 
 
The Posters of the Mongolian Democratic Revolution of the 1990s 

 
In the XXth century, Mongolia has had three revolutions which played an 
important role in our independence and further broader changes in development. 
The last revolution was the beginning of the end of socialism in Mongolia that 
dominated the country for 70 years. 

The Mongolian democratic revolution of the 1990’s opened the door to the 
way of democracy and reverted a process of stagnation not only in economic life, 
but in social and political, too. The revolution resulted in major changes in the 
economy and social system, political institutions and culture.  

The democratic revolution of the 1990’s was spearheaded mostly by the 
urban and province population and especially younger people took part actively in 
this event. New democratic leaders such as S. Zorig, E. Bat-Uul, B. Batbayar and 
Ts. Elbegdorj, being the main organizers of reforms, started their illegal activitied, 
and they decided that the Mongolians should following Gorbachev’s idea of 
changing and adopt a “glasnost” as a key instrument of wider changing. At the 
beginning, young people adopted the idea, and they organized several 
demonstration. Participants demonstrated on “The Youth’s Square”, “The 
Sukhbaatar’s Square” and “The Drama theater’s Square” in the capital city, 
Ulaanbaatar, and they used posters for the new political ideas. The posters 
aroused curiosity or stimulated interest and promoted the democratic revolution. 
The poster, then, is a combination of text and political image designed for a 
public place to hold a viewer’s attention, to drive home a message to a targeted 
audience, and leave the audience in a frame of mind favourable to acting on the 
message.  
 
 
S.DELGERMAA  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Study on Major Factors on Pricing Cashmere Products 
 
As organic goods are gathering attention and building a demand all around the 
world, it is important to adapt cashmere products, the major item of Mongolian 
export, to the world standard. Economists have stated that Mongolian cashmere 
is a strategic product, not only because it is the property of every citizen of 
Mongolia due to its economical importance and inimitable feature, but also it 
provides economic security. 
 Therefore, in order to set up an optimal pricing strategy, it is required to 
study the factors that affect the pricing. The price of a product is a subjective 
phenomenon, due to its dependence on market demand. Neo-classical 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongolia
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economists defined that this subjective factor is determined by customers’ 
satisfaction. 
 There are two major factors in the market value of cashmere products. 1) 
External factors: market demand and supply of cashmere, exchange rate, rules 
and regulations set by the state concerning export and processing of raw 
materials etc...; 2) Internal factors: technological advancement in processing the 
cashmere products, competition, financial capacities, growth of the livestock, 
animal productivity, interests of supplier and middlemen and so on. 
 The purpose of this paper is to study how a technological solution, being an 
internal factor, based on the structure and features of cashmere, can drastically 
and positively affect customer satisfaction and hence, product pricing. It is 
possible to produce lighter, cheaper, more lasting and dirt-proof products by 
using new technology. 

 
 

14.00-16.00 - SESSION B 8 
ECONOMIC BEHAVIOR AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP OF ECONOMIC ACTORS IN THE FORMER 

SOVIET UNION AND MONGOLIA 

 
The aim of this panel is to understand economic behavior in former Soviet Union 
countries and Mongolia, from the data of cultural or economic anthropological 
research. Especially, focusing on micro-level transaction and entrepreneurship of 
economic actors, we show case studies about economic behavior in the regions, 
and argue the influences on economic development, or institutional change.  

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, they were forced to participant in 
market as not only buyer but seller, and some people in the regions began to 
deal in rather small commodities. Their activities might be rather small at first. For 
more than 20 years after the beginning of market economy, their activities have 
continued and gone into larger business successfully, and new comers have 
appeared. They have accumulated capitals and researched market and 
calculated transaction costs. Now their activities are expanding in that they deal 
in various items (not only industrial commodities but agricultural, fishery, and 
pastoral products) across the local areas, and sometimes across the border.  
 
From anthropological view, this process evokes many questions. How/ when did 
their economic behavior begin? Is the way of trade their innovations or heritages 
of “underground” trading or “shadow economies” in Socialist era? If it is heritage, 
can we see any continuity from the Soviet period about their economic behavior? 
Is there possibility that their trade gets larger and organizes rather big firms or 
companies? When they established firms or companies, what trait were seen 
about the organization? Can we call them entrepreneurs? If their behaviors get 
power, can they cause institutional change? Is there any difference between 
former Soviet Union countries and Mongolia about economic activities? In our 
presentations, we will deal with these questions. 
 
Convenor and chair: Hiroyoshi KARASHIMA, Hokkaido University, Japan 
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Ryo TAKIGUCHI 
Hokkaido University, Japan  
 

A Savvy Trader in Acquisitive Socialism： An Interview Data for Investigations of 

the Late-Socialist Mongolia 
 
This presentation focuses on private trade (naimaa) during the socialist period, 
specifically drawing on interview evidence from the Mongolian context (1921-
1992). Private trade, of course, is conventionally perceived as being very 
restricted by socialist states. One of the fundamental characteristics of a socialist 
economy is state control of commerce, distribution, and official prices. However, 
in contradiction to the above assumption about socialist economies, there were 
certain economic practices prohibited by the state that were nevertheless 
practiced among the citizens across all socialist states. Such unofficial 
economies have been dubbed ‘second economies’ or ‘shadow economies’. 
 
This presentation, by investigating one woman’s business practices and network 
in socialist Mongolia, has tried to suggest the applicability of a narrative approach 
for the study of former socialist states generally. By scrutinizing the narrative 
accounts of individual, private lives during the socialist period, we can discern the 
multi-layered realms of people and artefacts, which studies focusing on broad 
ideological perspectives have always failed to grasp. 
 
 
Hiroyoshi KARASHIMA 
Hokkaido University, Japan  
 
How to Sell Products: A Case Study on Market Economy for Mongolian 
Pastoralists 
 
The aim of this presentation is to show that the acts of transactions of Mongolian 
pastoralists have changed in the post-socialist era. Especially, I show how the 
way has changed that pastoralists sell their products by animal husbandry, like 
meat, milk, and so on.  
 
After the collapse of socialist system in Mongolia, the collectives(negdel) were 
dissolved or transformed and the animals of them were divided to the members in 
many cases. They obtained the animals as private property and became herd 
owners and managers. Distribution system between rural area and urban hadn’t 
worked sufficiently as a result of dissolution of the collectives. In this situation, 
they started to exchange their products by themselves unavoidably. It means that 
they participated in marketing as sellers and experienced transactions to sell their 
products.  

According to the theory of new institutional economics (NIE), trade at 
market needs transaction costs. Buyers and sellers don’t have equal information. 
In such situation, they require costs for not only products and services but also 
transport and search. If it is so, the pastoralists who sold the products had to 
acquire skills to calculate costs, transport their products, negotiate with buyers, 
and manage to trade.  
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These skills, however, were not always applicable to any situations. The 
sellers had to invent new skills for making more profit when institutional change 
occurred, including economic development, development of technology, and 
infrastructure improvement.  

In this presentation, I will show the process of change of these skills; they 
exchanged products with merchants at the camps, traveled to sell and buy to 
Ulaanbaatar, got lifts in cars of friends or acquaintances, drove their own cars, 
and took “taxis” with their products, negotiating with merchants.  
 
 
Masanori GOTO 
Hokkaido University, Japan  
 
Entrepreneurship of Economic Actors in a Chuvash Village in Russia 
 
In recent studies of social sciences, many have discussed the entrepreneurship 
of economic actors in post-socialist countries. It is because agency of individual 
entrepreneurs, which had been deprived of chance to practice, is now considered 
to be effective as a result of individualization of ownership and management of 
companies. In other words, entrepreneurship of individuals is regarded as the 
antipode of state power of former Soviet countries, and of its “socialist culture”. 
The validity of such discussions will be examined through investigation into the 
activities of farmers in a Chuvash village in Russia. 

At this moment, there are two major types of company in Chuvash and 
other Russian villages. One is the consumers’ cooperative society, which 
continues to exist from the 1970s-80s. Cooperative societies usually have original 
networks of commodity distribution, as the production departments often consists 
of cooperative farms succeeding the collective farms that went bankrupt at the 
collapse of Soviet Union. They inherit a local-based role, as far as the lower 
branch of the societies in every local administrative unit is in charge not only of 
commodity distribution, but also of employment and social security of society 
members. Another type of company is under the management of individual 
entrepreneurs, who usually alone are responsible for the administration of 
commodities and facilities, as well as the employment of workers. 

At present, the situation is in favor of individual entrepreneurs developing a 
streamlined management approach, in comparison with consumers’ cooperative 
societies, which are social-oriented but are not without bureaucratic regime. It 
may be easy to see here such a picture where individual entrepreneurs would 
offer a challenge to the “socialist culture”. But, in practice, both agents refer to 
each other and make a common reality of a post-socialist world. 
 
 
Tetsuro CHIDA 
Hokkaido University, Japan  
 
The Revival of the Small Aral Sea and Fishery 
 
The Aral Sea catastrophe was called as “the greatest man-caused ecological 
catastrophe” in the whole history of mankind. It had a multidimensional character 
of anthropogenic ‘catastrophe,’ which resulted in the socioeconomic as well as 
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ecological crisis in the region. The newly independent Central Asian countries 
gave up restoring the lake to the level of 1960. Kazakhstan government 
constructed the Kok-Aral dam with financial support of the World Bank in 2005 
across Berg Strait, which divided the northern smaller and the southern bigger 
parts of the Aral Sea. As a result, the altitude of the northern Small Aral Sea rose 
up once again, and fishery was also restored. On the contrary, Uzbekistan 
virtually abandoned most part of the Large Aral Sea and is trying to restore only 
the delta zone of the Amu-Darya River, which flows into the Large Aral from the 
south. In the paper, the author will first describe the restoration process of the 
Small Aral, and how fishery was revived. Second, the contemporary situation and 
problems of the Aral Sea fishery will be illustrated. Now the Small Aral and the 
delta area of the Syr-Darya River are partitioned into 19 fishery sectors, and 
enterprises, cooperatives and individual entrepreneurs hold fishery rights in each 
sector. They have to bid a right at the competitive tender. Although the fishery 
inspection imposes a limit on annual fish catches, but poaching is quite rampant, 
which cast a shadow on its sustainability. The paper will be shed light on the 
future perspective of the Small Aral fishery and newly appeared issues around 
fishery and entrepreneurship around the lake on the basis of fieldwork research. 
 
 

14.00-16.00 - SESSION C8 
RECONFIGURING THE MODERN POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE MONGOLIAN BORDERLANDS 

 
In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, as much as in earlier periods, 
alignments among Mongol communities, and efforts of states to control those 
alignments, was a key factor in the political history of Eurasia. This panel’s 
geographic focus is on western Mongolia, by which we intend not only the Khovd 
frontier, but Mongol communities in the Altay, Xinjiang, and Qinghai, and our 
discussion will also refer to developments in Inner Mongolia. The reforms of the 
late Qing, and the revolutions that precipitated the dynasty’s fall in 1911, offered 
scope for these communities to redefine their relationship with surrounding 
regimes. The complexities of this process have often been subsumed, though, by 
larger geopolitical narratives—be they of Russia-China rivalries, or of an 
assumed Pan-Mongolism. To develop a new account of this period of 
realignment, taking into account the choices each community faced, and the 
conflicting loyalties and elite negotiations that influenced those choices, focused 
case studies are required. This panel offers four such case studies, each treating 
specific moments of migration and social and political reordering, from the mid-
nineteenth century to the 1930s. All four papers draw on previously unutilised 
archival sources from China, Russia, and Mongolia. Onuma Takahiro charts the 
beginning of the Kazakh migration into Mongolian territory in the 1830s. 
Altanzaya Laikhansuren and David Brophy will both discuss aspects of the 
response to 1911 among Mongols in the Altay and Xinjiang—borderland regions 
whose political history is considerably less well studied than that of Inner 
Mongolia. Finally, Tachibana Makoto will discuss the re-emergence of alternative 
conceptions of political and territorial belonging that Mongolian independence 
provoked in Inner Mongolia and Qinghai. 
 
Convenor: David BROPHY, University of Sydney, Australia 
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Takahiro ONUMA 
Tohoku Gakuin University, Japan  
 
Administration and Migration in Khovd during the Late Qing Period: As Seen in 
the Case of the “Kazakh Invasion” in 1838 
 
The Khovd region, now situated in Western Mongolia, came under Qing 
administration after the Junghar empire collapsed in the mid-18th century. A 
Councillor (Ch. canzan dachen, established in 1761) administered the region and 
its  inhabitants, who mainly consisted of Oyirad tribesmen. The political and 
social situation in the Khovd region during the period of Qing rule, lasting more 
than one and a half centuries, has not been sufficiently studied. One reason for 
this is that relatively stable conditions prevailed in the region under Qing rule; 
there were few problems worthy of special attention. Indeed, since the 
immigration of the Torguuds and Khoshuuds in 1771–72, hardly any prominent 
affairs arose until the beginning of the 20th century. Under such circumstances, 
the Kazakh invasion of 1838 was one of only a few political incidents. Although 
this incident, which occurred around the midpoint of Qing rule, was dealt with in a 
short space of time, it allows us to examine points of interest from two 
perspectives. The first concerns Qing administration in Mongolia, particularly the 
dispatch of Mongolian Banner troops in case of emergency. After the incident, an 
Assistant Amban (Ch. bangban dachen) was newly established in Khovd, which 
rendered more evident the separate administration of Khovd from Eastern 
Mongolia (Qalq-a). Another point of interest is the rise of the ethnic problem. This 
episode can be regarded as the beginning of large-scale Kazakh immigration into 
the Khovd region. 
 
 
Laikhansuren ALTANZAYA 
Mongolian State University of Education, Mongolia  
 
Some Problems Concerning Mongolia’s Western Border in the First Half of the 
20th Century 
 
There are a number of problems worthy of close examination in the history of 
Mongolia’s western border in the first half of the 20th century. I propose to clarify 
some of these based on documents kept in the National Archives of Mongolia. In 
1912, certain lamas from Ili hoped to become the shabi of the Bogd Khaan and 
wanted the Bogd Khaan to send his edict to the Mongolians in Ili. Because the 
lamas of Tsakhar and Ööld aimags, which were subject to Ili, were wary of 
following the Republican Chinese government, they discussed the possibility of 
submitting to the independent state of Mongolia. Few such documents exist, 
written by lamas to express their hope of submitting to the Mongolian 
government. Later, 271 émigrés from Ili were allocated domains near Kyakhta. In 
addition, responding to the demands of Dambiijantsan and Jalkhanz Khutugtu, 
the nobles of the seven banners of Altai Uriankhai, Beise Magsarjav and Wang 
Mishigdonrov, sent a letter to the Mongolian government, in which they 
expressed their desire to submit to the Bogd Khaan. The Altai district was 
established in 1907, consisting of 2 Torguud, 7 Uriankhai, and 1 Khoshuud 
banner. However, because Palta Wang and a large number of Chinese soldiers 
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were stationed for a long term in 1912, the situation in Ili turned serious. 
Meanwhile, the Ürümchi governor mobilised Kazakh herders with promises of 
military support. The Mongolian government took various policies to protect its 
western border, because it was very close to Chinese cities. On the other hand, 
in 1913, Russian government decided not to allow the Mongolian government to 
annex Altai district. As a result of the agreement reached on the 8th December, 
1913, the policies taken by Mongolian government toward its western border 
were restricted. A few months later, Russian soldiers arrested Dambiijantsan. 
 
 
Makoto TACHIBANA 
Shimonoseki City University, Japan  
 
Between the Personal and the Territorial Principle: The Ruling System of 
Mongolia in the Early 20th Century 
 
After the Xinhai revolution broke out in October 1911, the Mongols declared their 
independence from the Qing dynasty. Various problems hidden under the rule of 
the Qing dynasty surfaced as the Mongols established a new independent 
government, i.e. the Boghd Khan government, and the Qing dynasty collapsed. 
One of these problems was the difference in ruling system between Mongolian 
nomadic society and of Chinese agrarian society. Before the Mongols became a 
vassal of the Qing dynasty, the ruling system of Mongolia was based on the 
personal principle. In other words, the nomadic people (arad) obeyed their 
leaders (noyan) and there were no bordered territories, although pasturage was 
fixed by convention. Under the rule of Qing dynasty, however, the Mongols were 
organized into a League-Banner system. A banner consisted of several sum, 
each made up of 150 men, and was managed by a banner chief (zasag). Each 
banner had its border, so it became a form of territorial unit, and nomadic 
herdsmen were not allowed to cross the border. Several banners together formed 
a league. After the Xinhai revolution, banners appeared in Inner Mongolia with 
two zasags coexisting side by side, and some banners moved from their original 
territory to Outer Mongolia. Moreover, some Qinghai Mongols living in remote 
enclaves expressed a desire to join the new Mongolian government. How can 
these situations be explained? It is surmised that the other system, which was 
different from the League-Banner system or the ruling system of the modern 
sovereign state, namely the territorial principle, was still at work in Mongolia. This 
paper will clarify what the ruling system of Mongolia was in the early 20th century 
by examining the Mongolian government’s relationship with Inner Mongolia and 
the Qinghai Mongols. 
 
 
David BROPHY 
University of Sydney, Australia  
 
The 1911 Revolution and the Flight of the Xinjiang Chahars 
 
Although only a small proportion of the province’s population, the Xinjiang 
Mongols played a prominent role in the region’s political history throughout the 
early 20th century. During both the 1911 Xinhai Revolution and in the 1930s, 
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disaffection among these various Mongol groups threatened the ability of 
Chinese rulers in Ürümchi to maintain control. Conversely, the Xinjiang governor 
Yang Zengxin’s ability to forge an alliance of Mongol elites was a key element in 
the success of his regime through to the late 1920s. Yet despite the importance 
of these Mongol communities, precious little analysis has been attempted of their 
actions and motivations throughout this period, and political pressures in China 
serve to limit the possibility of such an appraisal. In this paper I offer a survey of 
the response to Chinese Republicanism and Outer Mongolian independence 
among the Xinjiang Mongols, which presents a complicated picture of conflicted 
allegiances and elite negotiations. I then turn to focus on one particular group—
the Ili Chahars—whose story links the events of 1911, the Communist revolution 
in Mongolia, and the Xinjiang uprising of the 1930s. Drawing on contemporary 
Chinese periodicals, Russian archives, and recent Mongolian scholarship, I 
describe the rise of the brothers Sumyaa and Demberel, who led a section of 
their community on an odyssey from Xinjiang to Mongolia, and went on to serve 
as key border-crossing actors on the new Mongolian regime’s southern and 
western frontiers. 

 
 

16.30-18.15 - SESSION A9 
 
‘TRADITIONAL' ECONOMIES AND THE SYSTEM OF KNOWLEDGE IN MODERN MONGOLIA 

 
B.PUNSALDULAM 
Institute of History, Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Mongolia 
 
XX Century Mongolian Agriculture (1900-1958) 
    
Because of the harsh continental and dry climate of Mongolia, providing for the 
increasing demand for grain exploiting internal resources has been an important 
issue in all our history periods. The issue of the XXth century agricultural 
development can be divided into a period from 1900-1958 and from 1959-2000, 
on the basis of the government policy, determined goal, used methodology, 
development process, technique, technology and affect on the society. The 
Mongolian agriculture development process, its feature, internal and external 
factors, achievements, difficulties, supports, technology, productivity and other 
social parts during the 1900-1958 period, are considered in this paper in general. 
The 1900-1958 period can be subdivided into a period of local Mongolian 
agriculture, from 1900-1921, and National Government period between 1922-
1947, and the period before the virgin land campaign of 1948-1958. The 
Mongolian agricultural development process, its features, internal and external 
factors, achievements, difficulties, supports, technique providing, technology, 
productivity and other social parts in 1900-1920 are considered in detail.  
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B.BYAMBAA 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
The Scientific Nature of Mongolian Traditional Pedagogical Heritage 
  
Empirical knowledge, which has been gradually accumulated in the process of 
different human living conditions for many thousands of years, has considerably 
contributed to social development and its value was enormous in the period of 
scientific and technological progress. Furthermore, it still has been extremely 
valuable in today’s technological era. Such accumulated knowledge in the field of 
pedagogy is the inheritance of traditional pedagogy. Mongolians are the people 
who have a very thorough scientific understanding of bringing up and educating 
people and they developed their own theory and methodology. Mongolians 
handed down the inheritance of traditional pedagogy by the use of folk literature, 
doctrines, and teachings of scholars, their publications, and knowledge of 
customs from one generation to another. 

 
 

16.30-18.15 - SESSION B9 
CHINA’S AND MONGOLIA’S ‘NEIGHBORS’ POLICIES AND THE IMPACT OF PUBLIC 

RESPONSE  

 
Ts.BATBAYAR 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia 
 
Mongolia’s Foreign Policy: Relations with Two Neighbors 

                                                        
Two immediate neighbours 
The past few years marked a very important development in our relationships 
with China and Russia. We have established strategic partnerships with both of 
them. We consider strategic partnerships to be the highest level of cooperation. 
China has been our largest trade and investment partner for over a decade. It is 
our biggest export partner. In 2012, around 92 per cent of all exports went to 
China, while around 27 per cent of all imports originated there. Minerals are 
Mongolia’s main export to China. 

Russia is our biggest import partner, but is lagging behind China in terms 
of overall trade and investment into Mongolia. Around 27 per cent of all 
Mongolia’s imports came from Russia in 2012, although only 1.8 per cent of the 
country’s exports went the other way. Most of Mongolia’s oil imports come from 
Russia. 
 
'Third neighbor' policy 
Ever since it embraced an independent foreign policy in the early 1990s, while 
maintaining active and balanced relations with its two immediate neighbors, 
Mongolia has focused on developing close ties with states that do not border it, 
but which serve as metaphorical ‘third neighbors’.  

The purpose of the ‘third neighbor’ policy is to maintain Mongolia’s national 
security with the support of not only our two big neighbors but also other partners. 
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It is also a policy that helps us not to be dependent on any particular country or 
countries.  

It is important to stress that the ‘third neighbor’ policy does not mean any 
kind of disregard or denial of our two neighbors. On the contrary, it is a policy of 
implementing the priority of strengthening relations with China and Russia and at 
the same developing relations with other countries. It is a policy of parallel 
development of cooperation with our two big neighbors and other friendly 
countries. 

It is not that we expect any of our ‘third neighbors’ to intervene, should there 
be any misunderstanding with our physical neighbors. Again, the vital component 
of the ‘third neighbor’ policy is to maintain strategic partnership with our two 
immediate neighbors. It is just that Mongolia is trying to maintain a situation 
where there are many foreign players and they all have a stake in Mongolia.  
 It needs to be mentioned that the ‘third neighbor’ policy is not only about 
politics. It also helps us diversify our foreign trade and investment. I am pleased 
to note that Mongolia’s economic linkages with its ‘third neighbors’ are growing 
more and more. They play a critical role in bringing financial capital, high 
technology, and much-needed eco-friendly strategies and management to 
Mongolia. 

Mongolia is trying to integrate its economy with its immediate and 'third 
neighbors’'. We are expanding our rail and road networks to better connect to 
them. With these transit corridors, Mongolia can become a bridge connecting 
Europe and Asia and the shortest destination to either of them.  

Mongolia’s relationship with its two immediate neighbors and ‘third 
neighbors’ has taken on a new interesting dimension in recent years due to its 
rich mining deposits.  
 
 
Jean A. BERLIE                  
The Hong Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong 
 
Xinjiang in 2014 
 
Chinese Turkistan has a long history. Since 1 October 1955, the Uyghur 
Autonomous Region occupies a sixth of the territory of the People's Republic of 
China. History, religion, ethnicity, society and economy have to be studied within 
a multidisciplinary approach. This paper is centered on the Uyghurs, but Han 
Chinese, Hui and other minority people, such as Kazakh and Kirghiz, are also 
part of today's Xinjiang. 
 Key points of this study are the modernization and Sinicization of Xinjiang. It 
is interesting to mention that in China modernization is implemented along with 
Sinicization (hanhua in Chinese). Sinicization is a multifaceted process of 
construction.  In the 21st century, this type of acculturation is not a Chinese 
particularity and exists in many other countries. However, the important historical 
and socio-economic concept of Sinicization cannot be ignored; positive and less 
positive aspects of this concept have to be pointed out to understand more 
clearly the present and the future of Xinjiang.  
 Economy and society in a time of world crisis have to be studied together, 
but unfortunately sociologists and economists remain blocked in their own field of 
research. In particular in 2008, 2009 and April 2013, protests and clashes existed 
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in different parts of Xinjiang between Uyghurs and Han or against police forces. 
Changing patterns of power, reasons for such protests and tentative solutions 
have to be worked out.  
 This paper will study the evolution of Xinjiang and the central influence of 
the Han majority episodically studied by the author in the field, in particular in 
Kashgar, Aksu and Urumqi during the past twenty years. Globalization and 
cosmopolitanism (more acceptable to the important neighbour, Russia) will not be 
studied in detail, but cannot be ignored to conclude this study. 
 
 
D.OTGONCHIMEG  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
Public Influence and Reaction for Mongolian Political Policy 
 
The active participation of citizens has become a fundamental democratic value 
and is indicative of its essence. Active citizens in their voluntary participation in 
social life are the main engine of democracy. Scientists such as Vyerba S., 
Lassuel X., Norman Ni, Almond Dwere studied the theoretical issues of 
community involvement. They especially studied the issue of political 
participation. The term participation is a versatile concept of social science, which 
refers to the participation of society in management, and economic, political and 
social decisions. Concepts such as participatory democracy and participation 
policy are also used in political science. Participation of citizens expresses the 
level of development, form and content of democracy of any country. 
 
 

16.30-18.15  - SESSION C9 
TO THE STUDIES OF MONGOLIAN DIALECTS AND THE IMPACT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

UPON MONGOLIAN 

 
Ts.DAGIIMAA  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 

 
Linguistic Study of English Words in Modern Mongolian Language 

 
In order to study the use of English words in modern Mongolian I have tried to 
look at the issue from a practical point of view. Today, everywhere we go, the 
names and addresses of organizations, streets, TV and street advertisements are 
written in English. For those with limited English skills this can be challenging. 

Language is a tool of communication that defines the particular culture and 
sets it apart from others. As such, language preservation stimulates cultural 
independence and long-term sustainability. Every culture has its own 
mechanisms to fight the external changes influencing the language and restrict 
the use of foreign terminology to the minimum. There are however, inevitably 
some universally accepted words that are used in their original format. When they 
are used in a foreign environment their phonetic structure changes and the 
pronunciation adapts a local accent.  
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 The resolution No.1 issued on October 5th, 2011, by the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Science “Standards of Cyrillic writing” was a timely 
solution but it does entail some problems. Specifically, the 3rd attachment of the 
resolution is unclear. For example, certain words such as “essay” or “garage” in 
Mongolian spelled and pronounced the same way as in English. This shows that 
the words were not specified as separate linguistic entities, but rather taken into 
the same phonetic association as their original counterparts.  

The daily newspapers are published with a lot of erroneous spelling. A 
study has been done for some foreign words especially English that are broadly 
used in everyday press. The results of the study show that it has become a 
common practice to use these foreign words directly with just an addition of the 
prefix or suffix. This is a concerning issue because it undermines the core of the 
language and leaves its immunity extremely vulnerable. In contrary, mass media 
should be a prime example where the use of language in its own form is strongly 
advocated.  

The written language should remain clear of any external influence from 
other languages. Such foreign invasion modifies the vocabulary structure, 
grammar and grammatical stylistics and breaks the vocalic harmony that causes 
the inconformity or incompatibility within the language itself. 

 
Conclusion 
 1. It is time to structuralize the usage of foreign words that don’t have the 
equivalent counterpart in Mongolian language 

2. A set of rules and regulations must be strictly adhered to when creating 
a translation of complicated foreign words into Mongolian for the first time 

3. Promote and encourage the use of the Mongolian equivalent for all 
commonly used foreign words. 
 
 
S.DAGIIMAA 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
  
Issues of Mongolian Foreign Language Education 
 
The Mongolian language, which  we inherited  from our ancestors  is  an integral  
part of  intellectual culture of Mongolians and all mankind. Language policy and  
national literacy policy are important state  issues of our country.  
 Nowadays, a national language education policy reflects the need for 
English, Russian, Korean, Japanese (and many other foreign languages) 
education in our lives. Efficient implementation of foreign language education 
policies for the social needs for science, culture, education, business and social 
relations is needed to be closely linked with education policy of the national 
language. According to the historical development of our country the  foreign 
language  plays an important role in our education, culture and  science sector. 
The foreign language policy always has been considered at a state level. For 
example, in the socialist period, the Russian language played an important role in 
preparation of qualified  national specialists. 
 From 1990, Mongolia irreversibly transferred to the democracy system and 
reforms which give the opportunity to freely communicate and cooperate with the 
outside world. especially English language education was considered at state 
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level. As a result of this,  according to the resolution of the Mongolian Ministry of 
Education, Science and Culture  English language is taught  at all educational 
institutions at all levels. Necessity and the rapid development of English language 
education in Mongolia has increased in recent years through improving 
management, organizational development and improving English educational 
standards, curriculum, textbooks,  learning environment and training and the 
professional development of trainers in accordance with international standards. 
 
 
G.BATZAYA 
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
The System of Phoneme of Mongolian Language’s Dialects 

 
We consider that the Mongolian language has 48 phonemes: 19 vowels (7 short 
vowels, 7 long vowels, 5 diphthongs), 29 consonants (9 resonant consonants, 20 
obstruent consonants) in normative grammar. But it is true for only the Mongolian 
literary language - Khalkh dialect. Mongolian language has 4 dialects, 8 subdialects 
over 20 ethnic dialects. Their phonemes, allophones, and hyperphonemes are 
different by function, meaning, distribution in word and source etc.  
 
 
Jee-young LEE  
Ulaanbaatar University, Mongolia 
 
The Study of the Etymology of the Words 'Red' and 'Star' in Korean and 
Mongolian Language  
 
The goal of this study is to illustrate a close affinity between Korean and 
Mongolian, which have been known as distantly related languages among the 
Altaic language group. In this paper, the author restored the protolanguage of the 
two languages through the phonological correspondence approach. In medieval 
Mongolian, the initial consonant 'h' gradually weakened and dropped to a ‘ø’ in 
modern Mongolian.  Most of these words correspond with the Korean initial 

consonant ‘b(p)-’ as in red [붉다/bulgda/, улаан/ulaɤan/ folegea] or star [별/beol/, 

од/odun/ fodoa]’ as well as sharing the same protolanguage with Korean. 
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ORGANISERS AND HOST 

 
 

The International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS) is a 
research and exchange platform based in Leiden, the 
Netherlands. IIAS encourages the multi-disciplinary and 
comparative study of Asia and promotes national and 

international cooperation, acting as an interface between academic and non-
academic partners, including cultural, social and policy organisations. The main 
research foci are Asian cities, dynamics of cultural heritage, and the global 
projection of Asia. These themes are broadly framed so as to maximise 
interactions and collaborative initiatives. IIAS is also open to new ideas of 
research and policy-related projects. 
 In keeping with the Dutch tradition of transferring goods and ideas, IIAS 
works both as an academically informed think tank and as a clearinghouse of 
knowledge. It provides information services, builds networks and sets up 
cooperative programmes. Among IIAS’ activities are the organisation 
of seminars, workshops and conferences, outreach programmes for the general 
public, the publication of an internationally renowned newsletter, support of 
academic publication series, and maintaining a comprehensive database of 
researchers and Asian studies institutions. IIAS hosts the secretariats of the 
European Alliance for Asian Studies and the International Convention of Asian 
Scholars. In this way, IIAS functions as a window on Europe for non-European 
scholars, contributing to the cultural rapprochement between Asia and Europe. 
For more information, please visit http://www.iias.nl/ 
 

 
The International Unit for Central and Inner Asian Studies 
(IUCIAS) is an international initiative of scholars concerned 
and actively engaged in institutionalisation of Central and 
Inner Asian studies and promoting research on the region in 
the fields of humanities and social sciences. The Unit aims at 
both networking and institutionalisation, stimulating research 

programmes and organising academic meetings, and involves professional 
individuals and scholars on the basis of their academic qualifications and 
potentials, regardless of their national affiliations.  
 The IUCIAS supports multi/poli-disciplinary research and representation of 
various academic schools in their best traditions. The Unit pursues and develops 
new research agendas for Central and Inner Asian studies and enhances 
academic communication with other fields of studies. IUCIAS, having established 
its regional office in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, pays special attention to improving 
communication channels among the academia of all Central and Inner Asia 
countries. For this purpose the Unit (its Board and Advisory Board) will initiate 
and organise bi-annual international conferences in co-operation with 
international partners and, importantly, with Central Asian scholars and 
managers. The first conference “Changing patterns of power in historical and 
modern Central and Inner Asia”, co-organised by the Unit in Ulaanbaatar, is a 
manifestation of the Unit’s goals and shall open agendas for future research 
programmes. For further information please contact iucias.ub@gmail.com 

http://www.iias.nl/
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Ulaanbaatar University is the first foreign invested 
higher education facility in Mongolia established in 
1995 with a mission to progress “Faith, Hope and 

Love”, which was further expanded into a university in 2012. Currently the 
University has several schools under its portfolio, namely School of Humanities, 
School of Economy, Business School, Law School, School of Engineering, 
School of Agriculture and School of Medicine. It is the educational home to over 
4000 students studying for Bachelors, Masters and Doctorates degrees and as 
well as more than 4000 graduates working at all sectors of Mongolia to contribute 
to the development their country.   
 From the academically nourishing environment, new dormitories and to the 
expansion of academic programs and nationally recognized undergraduate 
research facilities , Ulaanbaatar University campus have a lasting impact on our 
students for generations to come. Students of Ulaanbaatar University have 
opportunity to access various scholarship programs such as the University 
Founders’ Scholarship, General Director’s Scholarship, and Scholarships for 
newcomers and other scholarships funded by foreign countries.        
 Educational cooperation of Ulaanbaatar University with 79 universities and 
39 organizations from USA, South Korea, Russia and China and many other 
countries provide exchange opportunity to many students for studying abroad 
annually and further developing academic programs of the University.        
 The university has a rich teaching capacity of more than 120 teaching staff 
to provide quality education to the youth of Mongolia. Many renowned scholars 
teach at the Ulaanbaatar University who were recognized by the public and the 
Government of Mongolia, namely their merits and awards would include Labor 
hero of Mongolia, People’s teacher, State honored teacher, Academicians, 
Merited scholars, Professors and PhDs. 
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