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Abstract. Disaster collective memory is one of the collective memories. Collec-
tive memory can appear in a newspaper article. We assumed that disaster collec-
tive memory could also appear as DRR education. As people forget about the 
disaster, DRR education decreases. We examined articles (in a newspaper in 
one company in Japan) containing the keyword “DRR education ([bōsai kyōiku] 
in Japanese)” in the local section. Area names and publication dates were used to 
identify prefectures and time periods, and plotted on a timeline and in a geo-
graphic space. The results showed that the number of articles increased immedi-
ately after the disaster, but gradually decreased as time passed. Articles were ob-
served mainly in the affected prefectures, but few were found in the surrounding 
prefectures. This study suggests that (1) the degree of disaster collective memory 
(the degree of DRR education) increases immediately after a disaster, but quickly 
decreases, and (2) disaster collective memory (DRR education) is consolidated 
in the disaster area but does not easily transfer beyond this region. These findings 
could be in line with folk beliefs of the difficulty in keeping the memory of the 
disaster from fading away with time, as well as the challenge of sharing an expe-
rience or a lesson with those not affected. Finally, we discuss the limitations and 
future directions of this study. 
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1 Introduction 

Collective memory is the memory constructed in a group. Collective memory is not the 
memory that being constructed in an individual, but several conceptual natures may be 
shared with the two kinds of memory (e.g., the concept of forgetting, retrieving, encod-
ing). To study collective memory contributes to understanding humans and societies, 
and these understandings will help to build a better society. 

Disaster collective memory is one type of collective memory. After people encounter 
a tragic disaster (e.g., an earthquake and tsunami like the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan), they encode the experience as disaster collective memory. However, 


