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[ Abstract]
Comparative Studies on Social Integration between France and the UK:

Tradition, Politics and Practice

Satoshi ADACHI

This paper examines the influence of the “path-dependency” on social integration policies and
practices through the comparison between France and the UK since the 1990s. Path dependency is
the view that choices of people or society in the future depend on the choices done in the past by
themselves. This thinking is applied in comparative studies of social sciences in order to explain the
difference of social policy or practice among two or more societies being under the same
circumstances. It demonstrates that philosophy and tradition historically rooted in a society decides
how the society interprets and responses to the issues they face. This is a standard method in the
field of the studies of social integration policy. However, in fact, how far do path-dependent factors
define the outcome of social integration? To examine the relationship between the path-dependent
tradition and outcome of social integration, as Patrick Weil and John Crowley did, [ separate the
analysis of social integration into three levels; tradition, politics and practice. The “tradition”
indicates path-dependent factor such as social philosophy and tradition which define the meaning of
social integration. The “politics” includes social and political arguments and concepts on social
integration. The “practice” is actual policy and practice to treat minority groups. I concretely analyze
the path-dependent institutions, political arguments on political identity since the 1990s and scarf /
veil affairs in France and the UK. The result of the analysis shows that how far the tradition has
effect on the policy and practice depends on social situations in each society and time while the
effect of tradition never disappears. It means that it is important to take into consideration various
social contexts and other institutional factors, as well as the path-dependent factor, in discussion on

the way of social integration in each country.

[key words] comparative studies on social integration, path-dependency, tradition, politics and

practice

170

.

Theoretical Possibility of Social Movement:

On the thoughts of Koichi Yokozuka and “Aoi Shiba no Kai”

Yuri Goto
Katsunori Watanabe
Kazuhisa Nishihara

Introduction: Focusing on the disability movement

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was enacted in 2006

a.n(.i came into effect in 2008. In addition to the efforts of each government, a

civil society organization—the International Disability Alliance (IDA)—play,ed
a?l active role in that process. IDA was established in 1999 by seven
disability-related organizations. It consists of organizations of disabled people
parents’ organizations, and professional ones. ,

Recently, disability organizations have become involved in policy making. In
Japan, the Government established the Head Office for the Reform of .the
System for Disabled People, which is represented by the Prime Minister. Under
this office, Toshihiro Higashi was elected as the chief of working groups ﬁe was
on the board of the Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ Inter.national
(DPD. DPI was established in 1981—the International Year of Disabled Persons
One of the purposes of DPI is to protect the rights of disabled people “from the;
standpoint of disabled people.”

.Sociologists and social theorists have focused on collective actions concerning
dlsallbility. For example, British sociologist Nick Crossley who has researched
anti-psychiatry movements since the middle of the 1990s pointed out that social
movements are widespread today and they consist of important elements in
current society (Crossley 2002, 2006). In Japan, the famous book, Ars Vivendrs
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