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Abstract

Sociological Inquiry for an Inclusive Education System:

Classroom Engagement of Visually Impaired Children
and Distribution of Membership

Takanori SATO

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

E-mail: rinokata@s9.dion.ne.jp

Since the second half of the 1990s, there has been an accumulation of empirical studies attempt-
ing to approach educational phenomena around the category of disability from a sociological view-
point based on a qualitative research. This article reviews previous sociological studies on
education for disabled children and proposes a research guide which can be adopted in investiga-
tions of educational phenomena related to children with disabilities.

Part Two considers several post-1970s studies on the “school attendance movement” for per-
sons with disabilities in order to elucidate how movements demanding that schools include chil-
dren with disabilities were promoted. Part Three presents an outline of the major previous studies
focusing on the education of children with disability at regular school and extracts problems regard-
ing support for children with disabilities through the allocation of more teachers at regular schools.

Next, this paper analyzes membership categories in the ethnomethodological treatment of to-
tally blind children. The results of this analysis clearly demonstrates the necessity of empirical
research focuses on the everyday interactions generated between the child with disability and the
normal children based on co-membership. Finally, in addition to classroom interactions, the process
of constructing a support network for disabled children becomes an important research question

for the sociological research covering education of children with disabilities.
Keywords:

visually impaired, inclusive education, allocation of teachers membership category,
class of predicates
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