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when I first came. As I had no time to take
intensive language course when I first arrived, I
took Japanese classes twice a week and tried to
learn Japanese by myself when time allowed
me to do so. My friends in the lab also
encouraged me to talk to them in Japanese so
my language skill has slowly been improved.
Now, I am glad that I can understand Japanese
better (although not completely yet). Through
the Japanese language classes that I took, I also
enjoyed learning and experiencing different
aspects of the Japanese culture such as tea
ceremony, cooking party or Japanese theater
performances and so on. All of these activities
have given me a long-lasting impression. | had
difficulty in eating Japanese foods in my early
days, but I slowly realized how tasty Japanese
foods are, especially the raw ones, which were
impossible for me to eat before. When I leave
the country, I am sure I will miss all of these,

but I will definitely take with me a lot of good
memories about Japan. I think being in a
foreign land not only allows us to learn and
understand the country itself but also enables us
to see our own home country with a clearer
view.

It was my first time to join the SGMJ
annual meeting this year and I introduced my
work there. I think the meeting was highly
informative and broadened my knowledge on a
wide-range of research and advanced
techniques in microbial genetics. I thoroughly
enjoyed the meeting.

In future when I return to Thailand, I hope I
shall be able to conduct collaboration with
Japanese researchers to share ideas, knowledge,
and technology in the field of microbial
genetics, among other things.
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