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<Abstract>

This study examines one particular type of the so-called indefinite person construction in Russian. One
striking characteristic of the type of this construction that we examine is that the plural inflection can
be used even if the denotatum of a noun phrase is singular. Refuting the well-known definition of this
construction as defocusing of agent, we propose that this construction is a result of these three
information structural properties: (1) deletion of the topic subject, (2) topicalization of the remnant

except the verb, and (3) focusing of the verb.
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1. [ZL&IZ

AFETIE, 2 TEBEOREAILITONT, TR T, ZEAEEFBINTI ol
WAEIEICOWTHELET 5. ZOBE, EEEOEE~OBHOK T < [EfEEOBERL) &
SN TELAREAMLOMRELY [FEEIFEORYE) S B L, [#EoEhl) 235, REA
X DOREREED 1 >THD L TET 5.
AROBIZLLTO®Y Tho. ETRETE VT FEOREAFILED 3 DO K E 22K
MRS5S, BT 3HITIE, ARESUCHOWTOEITIEZ & 50, HREEOBLE L DE
BORMEER{TS. TnaliEz, 48T, HREEOBESD, REABTOMIEL L
T, [EEEFEFEOMYE) , [FEUSNOHEOFEL) , £ LT, TRHICES TEEOE R
D3IONHDH L EMARTH. WL, RO 72 5T R THl7e S1on T, i
il %, ZRBAR THWAEISET v a FLa—_Z2nbilLi-bD L, EENEMRL, E
BOXRAT A TAE—H—IZT = 7 22T 2bDTHD.
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2T RIS, NEAMSE EFHEN D SCAFIET D AEAFRSUTIE, BATFD X 572 3 DDFf
(EGN LR

Ou v TEETIE, SVORBIENEATEIECHD EEZBND. LrL, REAMILTIE, *
FEAERRBEANDICL, B SEDHZ LT, BRIOICIIZHICEWIEIED (2070, i
ZETIX, NEABUIZE LD THERER) Y 7 =) L ST\ 5. Xrakovskij 2004: 513-514;
FHBk 2018: 51 M) . F22 OB, < OHEIE, BRIER LS, BIERRHER 28I
TSRS, (DERLRT.

(1) zdec’  nepodaleku ocerednuju vysotku stroili ?
here near next skyscraper-ACC  build-PST.3PL.

‘Was the skyscraper being built near here?’

Q@FE7, REAHILTIE, FFEOLIRIZIHNT, BIFEOIENH S MNICHBTH LA T
b, BTN T 3 ABERESHV LN, BENICE, UTOQRQDEHIRLTHD.

2) Mnje  podarili knigu.
I-DAT give-PST.3PL book-ACC

‘I was given a book’

BIZIE, T—F WS NIPRAZ—T L WVWIRAPEREE LS 0 ) XIREB 2 D.
Z DHEERIUZBNT, EFENHETHDDOIMMBEZDMBEDRNWE X, HAWIMER T RNt
E (Monsd LX)z, QOXIR, podarili 13 3 NHEEIE THHIZHLEHLLT, Mg L b,

% (Xrakovskij 2004 : 514).
B &biz, OTHEMUZEFIRITT 2 EROL I, B
K3tk &0 b, BRI, UTOL 5723 ThS.

AT, ZOEBEMREOM D

au

3) Knigu chitali.
book-ACC read-PST.3PL

‘The book was read.’

DFEY, A HEMEE ThH o 72 b QN TR TR 5B L EITE, NEAFLTIE, BhFE
AT T 2MEEIE O NCEF O EHEMFEO EEBE L TWD EE 25 (WIS, ZECD “B
BERY” ¥/ = LD TH D) . FT2, QDIFRDPIFT L DI, NEAFIIZEBT % CHAD HAY
FHEE DA DB E T

Pk, v 7REORENRL OB L7z, RETIE, RISOREITIIETED L 12
T ENTE MR T 5. b, QOFEFIONTE, RHE TRHICHEN 2R ~%.
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3. FEAMXDEITHR

3-1. Xrakovskij (1981, 2004)

Xrakovskij (1981: 6)i%, = ®) XA [EfFEE=FFE0ORMERN, REIOZH BRI ND &
I T, BEE=%KL L TERININEIFERINRNBD ] LEHK L BT, ZEC
EREANFRZIZONWT, ZOERD LTI, ZREBEHNRWE LTS, £72,  Xrakovskij
(2004)1%, REENC L ZBISCCI, FEEOMRIMIENH D Z L AR L, REAMIC b ZH; ST
LRIC KD 7REEE DFFEA~DERHDIRT ORENH D Z &) B8 & AE ARSI B
PERHDHELTND.

3-2. Plungjan (2011)

Plungjan (2011)i%, REAILITHOUVNT, Xrakovskij (2004)[F1EE, F5E OFRM A LV D BLE
AL, FEAOFBEOHRMETTHZEICL-T, BT 2Lz, thosb55N
DT ==/ D LIRRTNWER, ZZTOT—<ICOWTIE, BERHRERITRNSATH
72\ (Plungjan 2011 : 193-194).

3-3. KB (2018)

FEEDE 2 0%, Kl (2018) 126 R 6 5. AHlIE, HAGED S5 3L &L OxtIRIZE T, Shibatani
(1985) TIEE SN Z B X & Z OREME S ZH—MICIR 2 2 TH 5 TEfEE O E S
ZHWT, RENFRILE L LT 5. Shibatani (1985) TR~ 530V 5 [EEE DO RLE Sk
UL, BIEETH L BRI T OEARE, BIOERNHS Z & ThdH. Al 20182k
i, REAFRICTIE, EFEORTRIGUIARFEE THIE ST 5 O THEREORIER AL

HAURE GEEL S, SCHICEND 2 & TR EBER TR S D L ) (R 201851
-52).

34 FEATOIRE L0

PLENS, 26 OHEATIE TR & 7 REOARE NI [GEFH O FFE~OBFH DT | L0 [H)
EEOBE S ERASNTWDZ ERbNnd. Zbix, FfEOMERSI TR, LT
RUZERBRTNDEBZLNDLN, 7, ENLERVBDPRVIBHETHY, lROER L
LT EITIE 2R, Z0ZEMnE, ZhLOBEKRATRITEBET S & 9 22880, REA
MO OBTNMETH D Z L35,

EFROBHMETZ I BETIERW. Lo Dh, B U TEEOREAMLTRET HFFEORE
WRAENL, Ty TEEL] 720 TIdR0oTH5b. ZO&0F, Shibatani (1985: 833)H & 2% [H)
EE] LW HGEOHIC, RRERLHTAELZ GO TNDLIENLLHLNTHD. FEE, H2
WTHREZE IS, B TEORNEAML, BRI, BT TEMIA TS b,
ZOEHREENZ DD LTHRIT D, ), )RS,
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@) Izvinite, Menja  Zdut.
sorry  [-ACC  wait-PRS.3PL
‘Sorry, I have kept you waiting.” (Lit. ‘Sorry, I am waited.”)

%) U ArSavina est’ imja, kotoroe
at Arshavin-GEN  be name-NOM which-REL
znajut v Evrope
know-PRS.3PL  in Europe

‘Arshavin has the name which is known in Europe.’ (Lit. “The name which is known in Europe

is at Arshavin’)

DT T D FFEOEMEENE, =S LFEEE, )T, BRI Tthbsr. Zoll
MNH, BT TEEORENFILINTOWTIL, Bidk T 2 EFEOBEWREE % RET 25 O135E Tldk
WeEEZ 5.

E7, @), O)NTENEN, ZTEXORNEZFTFI R\ znat’ THI-TWD | R0 2dat’ [F§D) &
WHOBFITH-ThH, REARLE LTUIMEHAARETH DL Z AR LTS, ZOANDD,
RENGLEZE LD R DL THDHZ ENbND. MAT, ZECE REASDE LR DHE
LTHHENHZ EF, FB2HOQNL LML TH DHH, ZORITOWVTHRITIZE T,
FofEMIzL EEY, BERRMLRHIHIEEZ 5T,

SC, JATHIRORMBE 28 L7228, JATiisi i@ L Tivweng, g < T ()
b LW OB AREIMAEERT 72590 (88 &%, Fex DEHfEOT-RY T
IIEEEDNYEOINEITHZEORMBLELTNDE LD EExOND. F7o, THE L
9 Shibatani ®HFEIL, [LIZX-oTHESHDx5) LFidd. RN L2, EHbh
HHEE TS L 2AD [GEE) Tha. LI, FEED, BEENTTITM-oTWVD EHAE
THEROZ L THD (FELL L, Erteschik-Shir 2007 =° Lambrecht 1994 Z &R S 721Y) .
FEEEIT, THER) ExtERTEETHDH. ERLIE, FEEE I, FEES, BEENEEMS
RWERET DX REROZ L THD. FlE, TKEIITEE 70?2 | LEEENVERM L
TEWE, e, KB CICEFICAO N TWAREIZE LB 2, KESBNE 72 DIc>
W, SRV LEMELTWDIDEEER, TOEREER LT,
FATHZEEDORFENFREICE LD OND LV ) ZOFEEE, vy TEORNEARL ORI % B
3 2B EEIZ /2 5 OIXEREEN S TH DL Z LA R LTS, Y TEEOZE T
DNT, HFHREEOBLED DAL TV A SETAFSE & L TIE Comrie (1981: 75-76)3%81F 415
M, T, NMEABSUIZE O ERAELSCE LTRSS TWD DL TH Y, BARH)
BRI SN TR, £ 2 TARTIE, vy TEOREAMIUZONT, [HHEE OB A,
HREHNC BT 5.

T, BRAICRE AL, W R HIERBEZFF > TWDHDTHA 5. LN TIE, T8)
FOERIL) BDREABLOEREENRE CH D & WV LA RET 5.
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4. FEAMXDIERIBE

4-1. MERPIC L EROE S

RENIE, — %I, FFELSAOEFE (1FE A E2HBEE DEENCEITT 5. 2ok o7k

FRELISNOBEHRZ O CIE~OBENE, ERSUEO AT [hERE] LIS, L<mbh
R THD. £z, PEREEZTDIERIL, AMNIOIGEEELE THLIE V) ZEH L
MHENTVWD FELLIE, Erteschik-Shir 2007 &M S hzvy) .« LUF, ()&HEBT 5.

(1) zdec’  nepodaleku ocerednuju vysotku stroili ?
here near next skyscraper-ACC  build-PST.3PL.
‘Was the skyscraper being built near here?’

IO EEMET D E, B VT EOAREARLICIBV TR T 2 IEHFEERIL, »
TREEZT TG ThoHEFx L9, FEE, »EREONLERL, KEOTaRNb
HLbnd X9, & (definite) DAFITHDH. EDOLFNE, T TICHEEMTEDOHFEICONT
DHFHE A ENTZERZTHY, FETHDL. 2O Lhb, UEOX ) RBERFZYTHD
LEZ5.

ZOSHBELWET DL, NEREEEM LR, Sofii@EI R 2851, SCRILE
L, SCRESDFA (Comrie 1981: 72)IZHEV, EAbEZ T2 Z LTk b, b, SURE
SOBHI &, B, TP Tho &b “BA” ICAERTAERENEEOE S ZE S v o A
Thd. ZHUZEY, )T stroili VEREZHS ETFRENDD, ZHUTFEERELWNI L2830
MND.

S DICEFOE L E IR T AR T — 2 & LT, IEREEIEID HIX AT AL A 1
HZETERNEW) ZENMEEIND. FERRENFE, Burzio (1981)23K~2% X 512, Jix
HFOHMGETH T2 bOR, BEMNGINDIDICEEMEICBEIT 5 X 5 7ol SURH%
RO, 2L TE<MBNTWE 51T (e.g., Lambrecht 1994: Ch.1) , FEXFSENFIL EFENESR
Y. ZOEEL, AR TOREARLIZOWTOMETH S FEEFEOME] LITHE
W, FERHENF D D IR EAMIREN2NE WD T ENBEINDD, THITFEERELW.
6), (D% oA\,

(6) *Zdes' upali bez soznanija
here fall-PST.3PL without consciousness
‘Here they lost consciousness and fell down.’

*

@) \% gostinicu prisli.
to hotel arrive-PST.3PL

‘They arrived at a hotel.’

—77—



03 7 OAE AL OTEHIE 2D\ T

FENLEICAER T 2 ERNEAEOE R & 725 L) 2 IERHE B D REAF LA AL TE 2
WEWD ZOHEFET, AR TIRET D [FE0ERL] &V REABLORHE S, BRIC
MATEL. Lo, ZOFEEL, AROEHEFFT DB E S 2 5.

Fo T@FOEAM] 23XFT5613CE LT, LFD ®)FALAT.

®) Naoborot, ego ochen’ daze jubjat!
contrary he-ACC very even like-PRS.3PL

‘On the contrary he is even very loved.’

NTINT, daze \ZMEH XD 5 jubjat 1T, BRZHS . ZO3E, TEOBEY REARE AR
STNDZ EnD, BFEOEMMENRREAMRLOMIETH D & W) AROFEREL IR T2 &
Bbhbd.

I 6, FEELE =T HEFTHMFE TR THHEDLRW. BLFD 9)ZAoitizu.

) Etot dom pustoj? Net, pohozje, zdes' Zivut.
this house empty no likely  here live-PRS.3PL

‘Is this house empty? No, it is likely that someone lives here.’

)T zivut TEST 13, VWD 2 ABEIT, £ bEEHAREZZER LRV, Z07D)
YR, ZEILTHND Z &I TE RV, NEAFE, B ERIC2) S 2 HUIpsand
HI2%, )T, BATERT zdes’ 1221 e L, BRSEMELTWD0, REA
FRCE L TR L TS,

VILE, JATHEORMER 2 L7 BT, AT Te YT REOREARIL, BRo
fL& W) IEBAER R Z R D) WO RRERE L, TORMOZYIELHRFE LT

5. #35

AFRTIE, B TEEOREAFLITONWT, FATHFRZIE B L, HREEOBLENHERL
2. REAFRLTIE , [GHEEEEFEO L s rﬂfunuﬂ“@g%@uéiﬂﬁj N Z D, o) 'Fﬁ“f;k
ELTF@ﬁwﬁﬁmJ#t ékz%b,#ﬁ%@@@%&@ﬂ%ﬁg_@ﬁﬁwiﬁéh

5 LaMEE Lz, &k, B2HEHOQOFERIIHOWT, MHICHNAYTTAS. ZZTH
BIZLTWeD ,é%ﬂ%% BN, TFEEAHLNICHETHDHE TS, & LFEN TR

PARZDVIENINEEZ TOBEHEEA, b LB 272 WEEIE, B3850 3 AFHE
B ABERTHREAHRLEZHND L W) ZETHD. UTIS, QFFHBL, ZhziERd
5.

2) Mnje  podarili knigu.
I-DAT give-PST.3PL book-ACC
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‘I was given a book’

(Q)TIE, FEEIFEDMYE L, Mnje [FAIC) 23CHAICBEN L, GERELAZ =T 5 2 & CEEN 3 A
HEEIE L 2> TODAREAMLTHD. 2O, ez, T—Fr i) AL —=
LWIHIRKANBAREZL Lo EWHIBHTH-oTh, EROX T, FFEAIBDLEDR N
Bt ®DVIHMEAT L RWIEAIT, Mg s s, FEEIE, FREDS, BEEN T CISRAMICT
JEATEDLEBETLHEREERZINDIDITEDR, IHIZEDOX A Tt En 5. A
MR R E R IIRAFA R ETH LD, M LOTERENETSITZEITHLH L O, TARM]
R AW O X7k, f5HR S L FICT 7 ARREREEER L E 2D, e HE
T2 &, REABILCTHET 2 EiEITHRAN 72 EE& s LTo TAR) MRz 20T
X2 A 5. FE, REABE, FEPHETHDIOMRZ DUBEDRNE X, HDHNIE
AT 7enkE (s L) ITHWbNS.

REANRLIZIBNT, FEETH 2 EEE TAH) EWIHEROLBERL, BET 572012,
TREEEFORITII L2, ZORRIZ, B U T EICBW TR LIETRIRDIA, T772b5
O IETRIRPER 3 AMEEE WO TBENRRIIND. L AFENFHEIOMET HE
FENEEDO N LGN ATHoTHL ZOFRELHA NS L) Z LiL, REAMHTIC
BT, 3 A E WO RED, FFELSNOER OFERL, BhE ok & v D BERE % Sk
LTWWAHEWNWD ZENREBEND. ZHUTHOWTIE, BIEFE, SBONFERE L L THREN
VETHLN, TOLIRHNIE, FEEEOBANOBETLINL ZZHLNI LD THS.
ZORIZBNT Y, TATHREZEREEOB RN SR X E LICARGH O N ATIIE L Y b
BNLTHNDESADEAD.

Fiz, IREAFIBFDE L &V D IFHEERFRHE A RO &V ) RRROMEUZ & -
T, QIFHSLNCRIBEE 725, Q) T, URIZA T 2B ITBF CTlidZe < E# B AYEE knigu
ThHHI, CREROBANCHEZIE, knigu DNEREZMS Z L1220, BExERERx
V. ZORIZOWTHE,  TEREIOE L D, TEFELUSAOEEOFR-E) 352 & TH
PRI Z BT 2 2 S IXATRED S LAV WS, THUIBRAR 2Bk LTS5 2 F V. 20 X
HREIZHOWTIE, (1) QD & 2 B TIL, knigu Z0>EIRE DD VI mnje % T EICFE
T2 L BFEHANCTRETH D Z &, (i) knigu & mnje DT % LHHICBEN S €25 Z L HH L,
BTV WBALND Z &, £ L TIi) 20 L) 7% “EAESLOREEEE VDY 3 0%
FEAIICRRET L, A% OMFEOH TR A BEE L7V,

B&EE

1 1 AFR GEN  Z# PST JE 2=

3 RPN NOM & REL BELR A Tl
ACC %% PL B SG B

DAT H#% PRS BITE
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