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What a 1.5-order ethnography offers

A collaborative reflection on the ways of doing cultural anthropology

Shuhei Kimura, Naoki Naito, Yasunobu Ito

Doing fieldwork in “their” place and writing ethnography to “our” readers is
anthropology’s traditional way to produce knowledge. Yet today’s changing circumstances
of the discipline elevate the significance to revisit how to do anthropology. Forming a
research group of “professional” anthropologists undertaking collaborative projects with
non-academic actors and a practitioner of ethnography in a consulting company, we
observed mutually what anthropologists do in the field and discussed about it over shared
field notes. It was a tricky research since it blurred boundaries between the researcher and
the researched, and between on and off hours. We dub this experimental method “1.5-order
ethnography.” Our research suggests that our notion of doing anthropology should be
expanded enough to include seemingly-peripheral jobs, such as drafting proposal or playing
any role expected by interlocutors, as its integral part, and that the feature of doing

anthropology is to keep (excessively-)detailed note on the field.

keywords: ethnography, doing anthropology, collaboration with local actors, reflexivity



