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Sharing experiences, becoming a traveler, and exploring the ways to be human:
Advancements in the anthropology of disaster after the Great East Japan
Earthquake

Against the backdrop of intensifying climate change and the developing international paradigm
of disaster risk reduction, this study reviews a wide range of works related to the Great East
Japan Earthquake (hereafter, 3.11), offering possible future directions for the anthropology of
disaster. By mapping the possibilities, the study aims to support future encounters of
anthropologists and practitioners with disasters. To do so, first, the global research trends in
the anthropology of disaster during the 2010s, as well as the anthropological works related to
3.11, are summarized. Second, the study examines the efforts by anthropologists, as well as
film directors and curators, to make the experiences of the 3.11 understandable for and
sharable with the wider public. Third, the concept of traveler is developed as an
anthropologist’s stance to bridge the gaps related to the experience with and opinion on 3.11.
Finally, the potential of the anthropology of disaster that can contribute to the study of the

human is explored.



