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(O At that time my parents were living in city. They attended Mass even though they did not understand any Spanish. My
ancestors had a close connection with the first evangelization of Japan, From that I received a solid tradition of the
Christian experience. When my family decided to emigrate from Japan to Bolivia, they did se with a missionary spirit: to
maintain the faith through the evangelization and animation of the Japanese Colony established in Bolivia. That has also

given me much happiness and I see now that my whole family feels the joy of my being a Marist Brother.
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[2]

Nagasaki to San Juan, who sought the freedom to exercise their Catholic faith.

3. Foreign missionaries who could speak Japanese and Japanese nuns were
sent from Japan for the believers living in San Juan. A brick church was built in
1961, and Manuel Ferndndez, who belonged to the Society of Jesus, became the first
priest of the San Juan Catholic Church. He was called “Father Taro” and was
beloved by the believers. The feelings of respect and gratitude toward him by the
believers are strong even today. Forthermore, the devoted activities of the father and
the nuns were appreciated and respected even by the non-believers.

4. In 1873, the Japanese Government abolished a ban on the Christian faith,
and about half of the Hidden Christians in Nagasaki came back to the Catholic
Church and were baptized by priests, but the other half continued their faith in
secrecy. The descendants of the people from the latter group had immigrated to San
Juan, but they did not attend Catholic mass, and instead chanted prayers called
“Orasho” which were handed down from their ancestors.

{Prefectural University of Hiroshima)
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Christian Families who Emigrated from Nagasaki to
South America:
A case study on “Colonia San Juan” of the Plurinational State of
Bolivia

Shunsuke Ogawa

Many Japanese emigrated overseas after the second half of the 19th century.
Hawaii, Brazil, Canada, and the United States are widely known as countries where
many Japanese immigrated. On the other hand, the emigration beginning in 1954 to
Bolivia in South America is not well known. Nowadays, there are two large
Japanese settlements named “Colonia Okinawa” and “Celonia San Juan™ in this
country. All immigrants in “Colonia Okinawa” came from Okinawa prefecture in
Japan. However, the people who immigrated to “Colonia San Juan” came from all
over Japan except Okinawa, and about half of them were people from Nagasaki
Prefecture. The proportion of Japanese migrants in this settlement in October 2610
was as follows: 46.4% were from Nagasaki, 7.4% were from Fukuoka, 5.1% were
from Hokkaido, and there were also many Catholic believers who emigrated from
Nagasaki. They are the descendants of the people who converled to Catholicism in
the 16th century and defended the Christian faith as Hidden Christians <KAKURE-
KIRISITAN:> in an era when the Christian faith had been banned by the government
from the 17th to 19th centuries.

The author visited this settlement from February 14 to 29 of 2012, and
conducted interviews with the Christians who emigrated from Nagasaki. As a result
of these interviews and some previous works regarding this settlement, the author
revealed the following four points as conclusions:

1. Since the end of the 18th century, Christians in Nagasaki have emigrated
from the Kyushu region of Japan repeatedly to look for a new and better life. Tt
seems that one reason why many Catholics had immigrated to San Juan from
Nagasaki is that their ancestors who had a history of repeated migration.

2. We tend to think that migration to foreign countries is caused by economic

reasons, but there were religious reasons for the people who emigrated from




