Looking Back on “Asia in Resonance 2019”
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Garin Nugroho is a leading director in the Indonesian
film industry, producing many provocative films dealing
with Indonesia’s political and religious diversity. One of
his latest works is Setan Jawa, which is the sequel to
the 2006 production Opera Jawa, inspired by his home
island of Java. The 2006 work was a movie opera, in
which an episode of the Ramayana is paralleled in the
lives and relationships of the film’s characters, with
the entire story presented by songs in the Javanese
dialect. In contrast, Setan Jawa is a monochrome silent
film directed by Nugroho, presented with a live musical
performance. It is billed as a live 3D sound concert.

A poor young man who falls in love with an aristocratic
woman makes a pact with a demon (pesugihan) to win her’
love, but in return, he is forced by the demon to constantly
rebuild his mansion and suffers from iliness. The woman
learns the facts and confronts the demon, which is the
highlight of the latter half of the film.

The music was created separately from the film, so the
Tokyo version is quite different from the 2017 Melbourne
version, which used gamelan and sounded similar to the
previous Opera Jawa. For the concert in Tokyo in July
2019, sound designer/music anthropologist Morinaga
Yasuhiro presented an edgy avant-garde sound structure,
which was performed live by singer Kom_I, musicians'
from Indonesia and an orchestra. It was truly like a live
3D sound concert. But with only two performances pre-
sented, on only one day, other opportunities are keenly.
anticipated. (Fukushima Masato, The University of Tokyo
Graduate School Professor)
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