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PREHBENTD, &7 5470 THREZEHMINLOEND L, HRIC, &2THO2 54 7Y T7H
BUVIHiTH o THEEMWRBEIZZ NI LB 2 WESH L, DS, [5H - KGO AR —3 ]
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A Formulation and New Developments of Standard-referenced Assessment:
A Critical Review on the Works of Royce Sadler

Tomohiro ISHIDA
(JSPS Research Fellow (DC1), Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University)

The emphasis in education has shifted from promoting the memorization of factual knowledge to developing
cognitively complex competence. In general, higher-order cognitive capabilities are assessed through complex
and divergent assessment tasks which require extended performance (works), actively integrating and synthesiz-
ing knowledge and skills. Such students’ works have traditionally been evaluated by the absolute judgement of
authoritative assessors. In recent years, however, in response to doubts for in-transparency and subjectivity in
authoritative judgments, an approach to use a matrix of standards and criteria as a grading scheme (well known
as arubric) in teachers’ qualitative judgments, has emerged and strongly endorsed. The use of an explicit grading
scheme, such as a rubric, is considered to significantly increase the transparency, objectivity, validity and reli-
ability of teachers’ qualitative judgements; make grading process fairer. One of the theoretical foundations of
this idea can be traced back to the idea of ‘standards-referenced assessment’ proposed by the assessment scholar
D. Royce Sadler in 1987. Recently, however, Sadler has begun to develop radical criticism of the use of rubrics
for teachers’ qualitative judgements. To elucidate why this paradoxical situation has arisen, this article critically
reviews the earlier (about 1980s) and later (about 2010s) works of Sadler regarding standards-referenced assess-
ment and identifies the key essences of his proposals.

In the first chapter, it traced the historical development of the ROSBA reform in Queensland, which is the
context wherein “standards-referenced assessment” was proposed and, in so doing, clarifies key ideas of Sadler’s
earlier works. In removing norm-referenced assessment, but without falling into criterion-referenced testing
(elementalism measurement), Sadler envisaged standards-referenced assessment that emphasizes the calibrated
qualitative judgements on the holistic quality of student works. To make teachers’ qualitative judgements inter-
subjective (achieve inter-rater reliability), he proposed a common assessment framework of verbal descriptions
of standards, supplemented by exemplars of students’ works, as a way to calibrate teachers’ qualitative judge-
ments. His propositions contributed significantly to the subsequent theorization and worldwide dissemination of
a standards-criteria matrix assessment framework in teachers’ qualitative judgements.

The second chapter focused on Sadler’s later works. His criticism towards grading scheme such as rubrics
is developed mainly from two perspectives: (1) problems in the use of pre-set criteria, and (2) problems in the
codification of academic achievement standards. The logic of Sadler’s two arguments rejects the ideas he pro-
posed in the 1980s. However, he emphasized the importance of external representation, the material form of
educational standard. Sadler modified external representation form of standards to a exemplars’ collection of
student’s works satisfying a standard (with explanations of the evaluative judgement for each exemplar), rather
than the verbal codification of standards (generic descriptions of a certain standard level) supported by exem-
plars. In other words, the complementary use of both verbal expression and concrete works to externalise edu-
cational standards is a commonality, but which of them is primarily decisive for defining standards was revised.

In conclusion, this paper showed that Sadler’s revision to the form of standards expression was motivated by
his concern that rubrics, which are an imperfect representation of teachers’ evaluative knowledge in the first
place, could potentially not only straightjacket but also distort teachers’ professional judgements. Sadler’s later
works called for reclaiming evaluative authority from rubric as a verbal representation to the actual student’s
works. Sadler’s scholarship has consistently explored ways to place holistic qualitative judgements at the centre
of educational assessment without formulating them into simplistic, and mechanical algorithms as well as ways
to calibrate teacher’s qualitative judgments by the external representation of standards.





