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Abstract
The Process of Narrative Construction Concerning “Ijime”:

From Fluid Narratives to Unified Narratives

UMEDA, Takahiro
(Graduate School, Hiroshima University)
1-3-2 Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima City, Hiroshima, 739-8511 Japan

c.mufc.17.7 rona@gmail.com

This paper aims to explore the process of construction of trouble among stu-
dents while they are communicating with each other from the perspective of the
mobility of students’ positions. Moreover, this paper attempts to discuss “ijime” is-
sues that arise through trouble occurring among students.

Studies on school bullying since the 1980s, particularly studies from the per-
spective of constructivism, have paid attention to the discourse on school bullying
from the standpoint of social media and of school teachers. However, in previous
studies, researchers overlooked the process before the “ijime” behavior occurred.
Therefore, this paper focused on trouble among students before these troubles
were labeled “ijime” and analyzed the conflict process as interpreted by the stu-
dents involved in the troubles and by third parties.

This paper finds that the “victim” of the conflict changed gradually into the
“perpetrator.” There is mobility among students’ relationships. Accordingly, we
should not categorize students simply as a “victim” or a “perpetrator,” since the
student might be excluded from the interpretive community if we did so.

This paper pointed out that a blind spot may exist while analyzing school bully-
ing. It is therefore necessary to examine trouble among students from various
perspectives and to interpret the students’ stories more openly.

Keywords: school bullying, trouble among students, the mobility of student posi-
tions
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