
The
K a s e l e h l i e  P r e s s

January 20 - February 2, 2021
8

Dr. Takuya Nagaoka 
(NGO Pasifika 
Renaissance)

Professor Peter J. 
Sheppard (University of 
Auckland)

Do you know where the 
first Pohnpeian people 
came from? According 
to recent archaeological, 
linguistic, and DNA 
studies, the ancestors of 
Pacific islanders departed 
from Taiwan 5,000 years 
ago and reached Melanesia 
3,200 years ago. Then 
they probably migrated 
from the southeast 
Solomon Islands-northern 
Vanuatu region to Pohnpei around 2,000 
years ago, as some Pohnpeian legends 
also narrate early migrations from the 
south. To add new evidence on ancient 
Pohnpeian people’s movement at that 
time, we have just published an academic 
article in “The Journal of Island and 
Coastal Archaeology” that reports a 
stone adze (“sile” in Pohnpeian) found 
in Pohnpei was brought by early settlers 
or their immediate descendants from 
Melanesia, probably New Guinea, based 
on our geological analysis.

In 1977, the late Miquel Marquez, 
a member of the Ponape Historic 
Preservation Committee, found a stone 
adze in a pile of coral sand uploaded from 
a truck at the construction site of the new 
Awak Elementary School. The sand was 
brought from an underwater dredging 
site at Mesihsou, Madolenihmw. An 
American archaeologist, Dr. Steve 
Athens, published an academic article 
about this discovery in 1981 but reported 
it was made from local basalt rock.

Since ancient Pohnpeian people mostly 
made adzes from giant clams and other 
shells, hundreds of shell adzes were 
found at archaeological sites around 
Pohnpei. In contrast, stone adzes are very 
rare; only 13 examples were found so far 
and some of them were possibly brought 
from Melanesia and west Polynesia 
according to their shapes. The recent 
technical development in archaeological 
analyses in sourcing such ancient 
artifacts as stone adzes, volcanic glasses, 
and pottery has demonstrated that Pacific 
islanders voyaged around islands very 
extensively before European contact.

So, wondering about the origin of this 
rare stone adze from Mesihsou, we 
loaned the adze to conduct a detailed 
analysis on it at the University of 

Auckland in 2006, where Nagaoka was 
studying for his Ph.D. According to 
geological observation by several experts, 
it is not basalt but metamorphic rock, more 
specifically schist, which is not present in 
Pohnpei and Micronesia but in Melanesia. 
We conclude that New Guinea is the closest 
and most probable source of this adze. This 
result shows the adze was brought over 800 
miles (1,300 km) and is the first artifact 
found in Micronesia that is scientifically 
believed to be transported from Melanesia.
This finding gives us some valuable 
insights. First, the find spot on a shallow 
reef on the coast suggests that it was 
recovered from a very early settlement 
site of around 2000 years ago when the 
immigrants or their immediate descendants 
still had a connection with their homeland 
in Melanesia. 

Second, the settlement of previously 
uninhabited central and eastern Micronesia 
(Chuuk, Pohnpei, Kosrae, the Marshalls, 
Kiribati) was achieved through intensive 
long-distance voyages, probably including 
two-way voyages between their homeland 
in Melanesia and newly settled Islands in 
Micronesia and among the latter islands.

Third, since a rare stone adze was probably 
a trading item, which required a long-
distance voyage to obtain it, only limited 
persons in a community could access to it. 
In this circumstance, the large Mesihsou 
adze (7.5 inches/19 cm long) may have 
functioned as a status symbol. 

Thus, the analysis of this stone adze 
provides us with important information 
for understanding the early Pohnpeian 
people’s movements during the largely 
unknown colonization period. Kalahngan 
en kupwuromwail for the Pohnpei State 
Historic Preservation Office’s staff 
(especially the late Jason Lebehn) and other 
people who assisted us in this project! (If 
you like to have a PDF version of the article, 
please email takuya.nagaoka@gmail.com.) 

New information from an old 
stone adze found in Pohnpei

Vital FSM Petroleum Corporation

Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia – On behalf of Vital FSM Petroleum 
Corporation (FSMPC), Chairman of the Board of Directors Mr. Faustino 
Yangmog extends warm greetings to our valued customers as the nation 
welcomes in the New Year, and is pleased to confirm that, while regional 
and international market prices have steadily risen in the past six months, 
prices throughout the Federated States of Micronesia have remained stable 
since May 2020.

“In April 2020, international oil prices fell significantly due to demand 
destruction caused by the controls introduced by governments in response to 
the global COVID-19 pandemic. But since May 2020, domestic oil prices in 
the FSM have remained steady, with gas prices as low as $3.75 per gallon in 
some FSM states. We are very grateful to our customers in all four states for 
passing along up to 100% of the savings they’ve received from their wholesale 
purchases with us,” Chairman Yangmog explained.

“However,” he continued, “international oil prices have seen a gradual recovery 
impacted by a weakening US dollar and market demand, and neighboring 
islands like Guam, Palau and Majuro have seen the cost of gasoline and diesel 
follow the same upward trend. Guam motorists first saw pump prices jump 
$0.10 per gallon of gasoline mid-December, and another $0.10 this past week, 
to $3.88 per gallon of gasoline. We have held out price increases over the 
festive season and will continue to do so as long as we can.”

FSMPC Communications Officer Ms. Hannah-Marie Isaac reported that a 
market survey revealed, as of January 11, 2021, that Kosrae had the lowest 
pump price in the greater Micronesian region at $3.75 per gallon of unleaded 
gasoline, which was followed by Pohnpei at $3.85 per gallon. Gas prices in the 
FSMPC Chief Financial Officer Mr. Johnny Adolph advised that should prices 
remain at these elevated levels, consumers should eventually expect a gradual 
increase. “In 2020, as a result of lower international air travel and reduced 
maritime activities, we experienced a significant reduction in domestic sales 
by approximately 20%. We will continue to do our best to keep prices in the 
FSM stable, as low as reasonably practical and within $0.35 of Guam’s pump 
price throughout 2021.”

For inquiries, email info@fsmpc.com.

Rising international oil prices could 
lead to FSM fuel price increases

Figure 2: Regional price comparison of gasoline (ULP in blue) and diesel (ADO in red) 
based on the latest pump prices in Kosrae, FSM (Hardy’s Fuel); Pohnpei, FSM (PITC 
and SeAir Petroleum Nett); Guam, USA (Sinajana Mobil); Chuuk, FSM (Susumu’s, 
Island Mart, and K&I); Yap, FSM (CTSC, T&T, and YCA); Koror, Palau (Blue Bay 

Gas Station); and Majuro, RMI (Ace’s One Stop), as of January 11, 2021.


