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Totalitarian regime and National Education in the Independent State of
Croatia: an Analysis of Schoolteachers’ Nationalism and the Ustasha

Movement

MOMMA Takuya

This paper examines the educational policy of
the Independent State of Croatia (Nezavisna DrZzava
Hrvatska, NDH) and its practice. This state was
constructed as a Nazi puppet state after the Axis
invasion of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in April 1941.
The radical Croatian political group Ustasha, which
gained power in this new state, aimed at the
achievement of national unity and a flowering of own
ideology throughout the nation under a totalitarian
regime. In line with this educational policy, a typically
fascistic institution called the Ustasha Youth (Ustaska
mladeZ) was established for the enlightenment and
cultivation of the younger generation.

As well as pressure from above, how
schoolteachers performed as mediators of the Ustasha
ideology may have been an essential element in
realizing the mobilization of Croatian youth. However,
there may still be an unexplored question as to how
they actually responded to the regime. Accordingly,
this paper mainly considers their political stance and
role in implementing educational policy under the
totalitarian rule. The purpose here is to present a new
viewpoint from which to rethink the characteristics of
the Ustasha movement.

In the beginning of the discussion, I explore how
the regime initiated the nationalization of schooling
and formulated its ideological discourse by analyzing
newly adapted school textbooks. In view of the fact
that Croatian teachers frequently resisted the school
system based on Yugoslavism during the period of the
Kingdom of Yugoslavia, it could be said that the
“autonomy” of Croat national education was partly
accomplished as a result of the birth of the NDH. The
educational content also highlighted the importance of
nationalism and the regional uniqueness of NDH in

order to encourage the national unity.

In addition to such an expansion of propaganda
for nationalization, the regime needed to obtain
support from intellectuals and ordinary citizens in
order to conduct governance smoothly. In reality, the
Ustasha Youth refrained from excessive intervention
in regular schooling, at least at the outset. On the other
hand, dissatisfaction at disorder of the educational
environment began to surface within the teachers’
associations in the last days of the regime. In
September 1944, the Croatian secondary school
teachers society criticized the educational policy of
Ustasha concerning deficiencies in the school system.

However, this political stance of teachers did not
mean that their nationalism had changed. Given their
desire to preserve “national autonomy” inside
education system, one may say that they just insisted
on a remedy for schooling in cooperation with the
Ustasha. That is, my research on the educational
policy in NDH demonstrates that the political stance
of Croatian teachers did not exclusively take the form
of subordination nor resistance to the regime, and
elements within the totalitarian regime in the NDH

contained the internal dynamics of nationalization.
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