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Geological enthroning 

In 2019, Japan experienced a change of the name of the era from Heisei, which continued for 

thirty years from 1989 to 2019, to Reiwa along with the enthroning to the new emperor. We 

might experience another change of the era in the near future. The Reiwa change was in the 

scale of a generation, whereas expected one might be in the scale of more than ten thousand 

years. The necessity of the change comes from the discussion that there should be new 

epoch entitled as “Anthropocene” in the geological earth history with 4.6 billion years.  

 According to the geological chronology, which based on the standard of petrology and 

fossil science, the time in which we exist now belongs to the epoch of Holocene in the period 

of Quaternary in the era of Cenozoic. The epoch of the Holocene is thought to begin before 

around ten thousand years. Other than that, geology has other names of time division: 

Phanerozoic eon in which living being bigger enough to see by the naked eye emerges; 

Mesozoic in which dinosaurs flourished; and Cenozoic in which mammalian animal come to 

the earth. From around the beginning of the twenty first century, it is discussed that recent 

part of Holocene should be replaced by the Anthropocene. This claim is raised by Dr. Paul 

Crutzen, a laureate of the Noble prize for chemistry in 1995. A working group of 

International Commission on Stratigraphy is discussing the relevance of this proposal 

seriously.   

Compare to the Western world, it was not so popular in Japan so far, but the term 

“Anthropocene” is gradually recognized in Japanese social sphere. Recently, for instance, it 

is mentioned in the film Wheathering with You by Makoto Shinkai, which recorded more 

than ten million viewers in 2019. The term is neologism which combine two Greek word; 

anthropos(ἄνθρωπος, human being) and kainos(καινός, new). Negative impact on the earth 

environment caused by human being including global warming, loss of biodiversity, 
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acidification of ocean , and so forth, cannot be ignored any more. The origin of it is said to 

be the industrial revolution in 18th century and its negative effect is said to have escalate in 

20th century. Scientist who advocates the declaration and establishment of the epoch of the 

Anthropocene insist that this fact should be seen under the perspective of earth history, and 

to share the sense of urgency, the time of such change should be named in using the 

geological terminology. 

There are various opinions on the beginning of the Anthropocene and its criterion. Some 

argue that it might be defined by the existence of micro plastic, CO2, radioactive material in 

a particular stratum. Furthermore, apart from discussion in natural science, there are a lot of 

discussion in the field of humanity such as the meaning and relevance of the term. Those 

ever since new discussion also promote the new academic institution which is specialized to 

it like Anthropocene Research Center of Korean Institute for Technology.  

 

Concept of naru (becoming) 

The idea of the Anthropocene is unique in the point that it wants to connect human 

history with the past which is beyond the human history. In ordinary sense, history is 

thought to be a matter of human being. On the contrary, most of part of the past of the earth 

is covered by processes which are called as physical, chemical, and biological evolution. If we 

call the time after 18th century as the epoch of the Anthropocene, human history would be 

attached to those past of living being and thing directly. History had not ever been thought 

to be in such a way. 

How do we narrate such history? The idea of naru could play a crucial role for it. It is a 

principle of narrative of history which was discovered by Masao Maruyama (1914-1989), a 

philosopher and historian of political thought. Naru can be translated as “to become” in 

English. It is a representative term found in Kojiki (712), one of the oldest historiography in 

Japan, which represents its historical perspective that regards history not as a product of 

human will but as mere natural emergence of things and phenomena. As Japanese has an 

idiom for “natural consequece,” the concept of naru often underestimates the human role 

and its significance in the history. But, at the same time, it may enable us to have a view 

point recognizes human being and other than human being as a subjecthood in history. 

History has been discussed in terms of human subjecthood which has free will. But in the 

history, there must have been, other than human being, living being and thing. Or, even it 

can be said that human being is living being and thing, in a sense. If so, it can be said that we 

are confronting the questions of what is human subject hood, what is the position of other 

than human being in history, and what is history. 

How can we develop a compatible historical narrative of earth history which include 
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human being, living being, and thin with assuming the human subjecthood and free will? 

The Anthropocene concept requires new narrative of history which covers that of human 

being and that of other than human being. The question raised by the proposal of the epoch 

of Anthropocene is the question of the relationship between humanity and environment in a 

microscopic view.    
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This essay is accompanied by art work of Rohini Devasher. Caption for it is: 

One of the frames of video art which is made combination of the infinite feedback loop 

system and hand of the artist. Tree-like figure emerges in the screen. Is this phenomenon 

made by human will or…? (Arboreal. Rohini Devasher, Still frame, Single channel video, 

16min 29sec, 2011. ©Rohini Devasher, Courtesy Project 88, Mumbai） 


