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Abstract

Community development and citizen participation are inextricably linked. Citizen participation
in Japan has emerged since the 1960s. So far, the heads of many local governments have
embarked on "community development in which citizens play a leading role", and it is no longer
possible to exclude "citizen participation” in the establishment of ordinances and plans regarding
community development.

Furthermore, Japanese local governments are focused on public facility management. This is
because public facilities constructed during the period of economic progress have deteriorated,
and many of them are under large-scale renovation or renewal. However, with the declining
birthrate and increasingly aging population, local government finances are in a difficult situation.

To enhance the effectiveness of public facility management, it is necessary to consider the
integration, consolidation, and widening of public facility functions and services. Especially
considering the reorganization of individual facilities, it is customary to express a wide variety of
opinions. Therefore, from the viewpoint of community development and autonomy, how to
reflect the will of the citizens and how to reach consensus among the citizens are important
issues.

Therefore, in this paper, we will analyze the formulation example of the basic concept of the
Kamihira district complex facility in Ageo City, Saitama Prefecture, and present the overall picture
of citizen participation in the process of considering the integration of public facilities, as well as

the theory of public administration and local autonomy.
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