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Abstract

This study deals with the history of expressions in which the speakers
themselves explain the answer to wh—questions, and clarifies the following
three points.

(i) In the original Japanese language, only a lexical expression such as sono
riyuu wa’ the reason is’ was used, and there was no means to embed a question
clause (topicalization of wh—questions) such as nazeka to ieba’ if asked why’ .

(ii) Wh—question topicalization is an expression derived from reading Chinese
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texts and developed in three stages: wh—question + to nari (tonari type), using
a speech verb such as to 7eba (speech verb type), and wh—question + nari (nari
type).

(iii) Most of the nari—type have been absorbed into the speech verb type and are
no longer used, but only the “Why” type remains in modern Japanese as the

conjunction nazenara (ba).

Keywords: wh—question, quotative, conjunction, 4anbun kundoku

(vernacular reading), lecture style
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