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Chapter 2
Ceramic Distribution in the Tokara Islands in the 
Early Modern Period
Yoshiro WATANABE

1. Introduction
Southern Kyushu historically functioned as the 
gateway to and from the south via the Nansei 
Islands. In the Yayoi period (8BC–3AD), shell-
rings from the southern sea were brought to the 
Japanese mainland, and in ancient times (9th–
11th centuries), turban shell (Lunica marmorata, 
Japanese: yakogai) was requested as a material for 
mother-of-pearl work by nobles in Kyoto. In the 
medieval period (12th–16th centuries), merchants 
from China and Hakata expanded their sphere 
of activity to the Nansei Islands, and in the 15th 
century, the Ryukyu Kingdom became the center 
of trade activities. In the 16th century, Europeans 
first arrived in southern Kyushu. The Shimadzu 
clan (島津氏), the feudal lords of the region, 
invaded the Ryukyu Kingdom at the beginning of 
the 17th century, and ruled it throughout the Early-
Modern period, all the while trading with China. 
The Tokara Islands, which lie between the main 
island of Kyushu and the Amami islands, played 
an important role as a transit point for north-
south distribution. To reveal part of the material 
distribution and cultural exchange, this paper 
examines the distribution of the early-modern 
(17th–19th century) ceramics in the Tokara Islands 
from an archaeological viewpoint.

2. Historical background
Human settlement in the Tokara Islands began in 
the Jomon period, and sites dating from the Yayoi 
period to ancient times have been found thereafter 
(miTsuTomo and kAWAguchi 1962, Kumamoto 
University Archaeological Laboratory 1979, 1980, 
nishiTAni et al. 1995, 1997, iTo 2011, shinTo 2005, 
2019, shinzATo and iTo 2019, etc.). On the other hand, 
in historical documents, words such as “Tokara” (吐
火羅)” are found in Nihon Shoki (日本書紀) of the 

8th century, and “Tokamu-jin”(渡感人) is found in 
an article in 699 of Shoku Nihongi (続日本紀). So 
far, these have not been considered to indicate the 
Tokara Islands, and it seems that in ancient times 
Tokara was collectively called “South Islands”(南
島) and was at least not individually recognized by 
the people in the center on the mainland (Toshima 
Sonshi Editorial Committee 1995).

Moving into the medieval period, the 
Shimadzu, in 1227, became the stewards (jitoshiki, 
地頭職) of Junishima (十二嶋, Twelve islands) 
including Kuchino-shima, Nakano-shima, Taira-
jima, Suwanose-jima, Akuseki-jima, Gajya-
jima, and Takara-jima Islands (Toshima Sonshi 
Editorial Committee 1995). In addition, trading 
ships connecting East and Southeast Asia will 
pass through the sea area including the Tokara 
Islands. In 1443, when Sin Sukju (申叔舟) came 
to Japan as an envoy of the Joseon Dynasty. After 

Fig. 1. Tokara Islands drawn in “Genroku Kuni Edzu” 
(National Archives of Japan Digital Archive).



Kagoshima University International Center for Island Studies

10

returning to Joseon, he wrote a history of Japan 
and the Ryukyu Islands called Kaito-Shokoku-
ki (海東諸国記) in 1471. The names of Tokara 
islands such as “Kuchi-jima (口島)”, “Naka-jima 
(中島)”, “Akuseki (悪石)” “Gajya-jima (臥蛇
島)”, “Kogajya-jima (小臥蛇島)” “Taira (多伊
羅)”, and “Tokara (渡賀羅)” are found in this 
book (sin (trans. by TAnAkA) 1991), which shows 
that the existence of Tokara was recognized in the 
Joseon Dynasty. Furthermore, in the latter half of 
the 16th century, the people of Tokara, who were 
called “Shichito-shu (七島衆)” came under the 
rule of the Shimadzu clan and took part in trade 
and military activities (FukAsE 2004). It is known 
from the records of the early 17th century that 
“Shichito-shu” were deeply involved in the trade 
between Japan and the Ming Dynasty in China and 
made a great profit (TomiyAmA 2004: 34).

Ceramic materials showing the trade activities 
in those days include Chinese ceramics being 
brought to all the Tokara Islands (kAmEi 1993), 
Chinese and Vietnamese ceramics excavated 
from the Suwanose-jima Kiriishi (切石) site 
(Kumamoto University Archaeological Laboratory 
1994, ohAshi and yAmADA1995), and Kamuiyaki 
from Tokuno-shima Island found in Taira-jima 
island (iTo 2009, 2011, shinTo 2019). On Akuseki-

jima Island, a Hokyointo (宝篋印塔) pagoda made 
of Yamakawa-ishi (山川石) (stone produced near 
Yamakawa, Ibusuki City, Kagoshima Prefecture) 
from the 15th century has been confirmed 
(hAshiguchi and mATsuDA 2012, 2013).

In 1609, the Shimadzu clan invaded the 
Ryukyu Kingdom, which had been independent 
until then. After that, the area up to the Amami 
Islands came under the direct control of the 
Satsuma domain (薩摩藩), and the Ryukyu 
Kingdom fell under the Satsuma domain’s strong 
political influence. The Tokara Islands also came 
under the control of the funa-bugyo (船奉行), the 
naval magistrate of the domain, and zaiban-sho (在
番所) administration offices were established on 
Kuchino-shima, Nakano-shima, and Takara-jima, 
and officers were dispatched from the domain. 
There were the islands officers as gunji (郡司) 
district adiministators, yokome (横目) inspectors 
and myoshu (名主) village chiefs, and the common 
islanders such as myoko (名子) tenant farmers and 
genin (下人) peasants and servants were under 
them. The Shichito-shu played a role as shipping 
agents that connected Kagoshima with Amami and 
Okinawa (Toshima Sonshi Editorial Committee 
1995). According to the records of 1709, of the 230 
big ships in the Satsuma domain at that time, 40 

Fig. 2. Kuchino-shima Island.
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ships (about 16%) were Shichito ships (TomiyAmA 
2004: 35). According to the Genroku-kuni-ezu (元
禄国絵図) map of Satsuma Province and Ōsumi 
Province at the beginning of the 18th century, it 
is clear that the islands are connected by several 
routes (Fig.1). However, since the map was 
submitted to the Tokugawa bakufu government, it 
is considered to have been an official route for the 
domain, and it is assumed that there was various 
other private traffic. Also, Shichito dried bonito 
flakes (七島鰹節) made from bonito taken from 
Tokara was paid to the domain as tribute and also 
presented to the bakufu every year in cold weather 
(寒中) (Around December in the lunar calendar) .

In modern times, today’s Mishima and 
Toshima villages were combined into Toshima in 
Kawanabe County and incorporated into Oshima 
County in 1897. It officially became Jitto-son (十
島村) in 1920. When WWII ended in 1945, the 
present Toshima Village came under the military 
administration of the United States and was 
separated from Mishima Village. Although it was 
returned to Japan in 1952, it remained separate 
from Mishima Village and became Toshima 
Village, and was changed from Oshima County 
to Kagoshima County in 1953 which is still the 
case today (Toshima Sonshi Editorial Committee 
1995).

3. Archaeological survey of Tokara Islands
The author has conducted archaeological surveys 
and excavations of the Tokara Islands since 2011 
(WATAnAbE 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019). This chapter 
summarizes the early modern ceramics that were 
identified in the islands. Distribution surveys are 
conducted mainly in villages on each island. This 
is because the communities of the Early-Modern 
period basically overlap with the present-day 
communities.

3.1. Kuchino-shima Island (Fig.2)
Pottery and porcelain made in the 17th century 
includes early 17th century Hizen (肥前) bowls, 
Naeshirogawa (苗代川) Satsuma-ware jars, and 
Chinese blue-and-white bowls. From the 18th 
century onwards, Hizen porcelain, Naeshirogawa 
pottery mortar, pots and jars, and Ryumonji (龍
門司) bowls and Satsuma porcelain bowls were 
seen. In addition, White Satsuma (白薩摩) bowls 
produced at the Tateno (竪野) kiln, which was 
directly controlled by Satsuma domain, were also 
found around the graveyard. In addition, 18th 
century Qing dynasty colored porcelain bowls 
have been found.

In August 2017, the front garden of the small 
Amida-do (阿弥陀堂) shrine on the island was 
excavated, and ceramic ware from medieval to 
modern times was found. Among early modern 

Fig. 3. Nakano-shima Island.
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ceramics, a 17th century Hizen pottery mortar, 
Hizen porcelain plates, and a small cup from China 
were excavated. From the 18th century onwards, 
Naeshirogawa pottery jars, teapots and mortars, 
Hizen porcelain, and Satsuma porcelain bowls 
(19th century) were also used.

3.2. Nakano-shima Island (Fig. 3)
Many pieces of early-modern ceramics were 
collected in the old villages, Satomura (里村) and 
Kusunoki (楠木), and many pieces of ceramics 
were scattered around the small Shimanaka-don (島

中どん) shrine in Satomura.
Examples of ceramics from the 17th century 

include a Hizen pottery bowl (late 17th century 
– early 18th century), a Chinese blue-and-white 
bowl (early 17th century), and a small bowl 
(17th century). A Chinese blue-and-white bowl, 
Naeshirogawa pottery mortars and teapots, and 
Kajiki and Aira (加治木・姶良) pottery bowls 
were made in the 18th century. Hizen and Satsuma 
porcelain from the 19th century were also found. 
An unglazed bottle from Tsuboya (壺屋) kiln in 
Okinawa has also been found. This bottle was 

Fig. 5. Taira-jima Island (* Pi Pi donburi).

Fig. 4. Gajya-jima Island (Toshima Village History and Folklore Museum in Nakano-shima Island).
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mainly used as a container for awamori (泡盛), the 
strong Okinawan liquor.

3.3. Gajya-jima Island (Fig. 4)
Gajya-jima Island has been uninhabited island since 
1970. The author has not yet had an opportunity to 
go there. However, in the Toshima Village History 
and Folklore Museum on Nakano-shima, pottery 
that was introduced to Gajya-jima Island is stored 
and exhibited. They were cataloged in 2013.

There are a total of 40 pieces of ceramics 
that have been brought from Gajya-jima Island 
on display at that museum. Of these, 18 are from 
overseas such as China and Southeast Asia, 21 

are early modern Japanese ceramics, and 1 is 
unknown, but only early modern ceramic ware is 
mentioned here. kAmEi (1993) reported about the 
ceramics from overseas.

There are Hizen pottery and porcelain, and 
the white-slipped Ryumonji bowls, dating from 
the 17th century to the 19th century. Other than 
two bottles, all of them are bowls, characterized 
by two or four bowls of the same production area, 
shape and pattern. There are very few damaged 
items. If we look more closely, we can see that 
the small ash that fell from the kiln still remains 
on the inner bottom of the bowl. Such ash wears 
out during use, but there is a possibility that the 

Fig. 6. Suwanose-jima Island, Kiriishi Site (ohAshi and yAmADA 1995).
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Gajya-jima imported product did not wear out 
and was therefore not used. These characteristics 
are common to the ceramics excavated from the 
Suwanose-jima Kiriishi site described later, and 
are important in considering their characteristics.

3.4. Taira-jima Island (Fig. 5)
Early 17th century blue-and-white Hizen porcelain 
plates were recovered. There are Hizen pottery 
bowls and plates from the Uchinoyama (内野
山) kiln from the latter half of the 17th century 
to the first half of the 18th century, Naeshirogawa 
pottery mortars and pots from the 18th century 
onwards, and Kajiki and Aira pottery bowls and 
plates. In addition, many blue-and-white Qing 
dynasty porcelain bowls with rough patterns have 
been found. The same type of porcelain has also 
been found on other islands, but Taira-jima has the 
largest number and they are called “pi pi donburi” 
there. These are presumed to have been mounted 
on unmanned ships that drifted ashore on Taira-
jima in 1894 (shinzATo 2016).

3.5. Suwanose-jima Island
Following evacuation due to the 1813 eruption of 
Mt. Ontake, the island remained uninhabited until 
1883. The settlements from before the eruption are 
covered with a thick layer of volcanic ash, so the 
early modern layer is buried deep underground. 
Therefore, only a few materials have been found 
and the distribution of ceramics in the Early-
Modern period cannot be understood.

However, the Kiriishi site on the island 
was excavated and researched by Kumamoto 
University Archaeological Laboratory in 1992, 

and a total of 148 pieces of ceramic ware and 16 
pieces of earthenware were unearthed from the 
inside of the pit and its surroundings (Fig. 6). The 
pit was covered with the volcanic ash of 1813 
and is thought to have been buried before that. 
Fragments of nails were also excavated from the 
underground part, and it is assumed that ceramic 
ware was buried in a wooden box (Kumamoto 
University Archaeological Laboratory 1994, 
ohAshi and yAmADA 1995).

The unearthed ceramics were from China, 
Vietnam, and Japan from the latter half of the 14th 
century to the 18th century, and were classified into 
6 periods. Among them, ceramics corresponding 
to the Early-Modern period from the latter 
half of the third period to the sixth period have 
several characteristics. One of them is limited to 
tableware such as bowls and plates because there 
are no storage or cooking utensils such as jars, 
pots and mortars. It is also characterized by very 
little damage. Several bowls and plates with the 
same shape, the same size and the same glaze and 
pattern were excavated. In particular, 40 Ryumonji 
bowls from the 18th century have been unearthed, 
but they are almost the same size and shape. There 
is no wear or defect caused by use, and it is highly 
possible that it was buried without being used. 
There are many common points with the materials 
brought from Gajya-jima (see above).

3.6. Akuseki-jima Island (Fig. 7)
Early-modern ceramics include Naeshirogawa 
pottery jars from the 18th century onwards 
and 19th century blue-and-white Qing dynasty 
porcelain. A relatively large number of ceramics 

Fig. 7. Akuseki-jima Island..
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were found in the center of the village, where there 
is a small shrine.

3.7. Takara-jima Island (Fig. 8)
The Uenotera (上の寺) graveyard is where the 
most pottery has been found on this island. It is 
considered that the ceramic ware originally offered 
at the graves was discarded there. There are also 
cases in which ceramics are scattered under the 
banyan trees, or are entangled between the widely 
stretched roots.

Examples of ceramics from the 17th century 
include small blue-and-white Chinese cups, from 
the 18th century are Naeshirogawa pottery pots 
and teapots, blue-and-white Hizen porcelain lids, 
and blue-and-white Satsuma porcelain bowls 
and lids from 19th century. Fragments of a color 
painted Kyoto-ware (京焼) bowl believed to be 
from the 19th century were also found.

3.8. Kodakara-jima Island (Fig. 9)
Kodakara-jima Island is the smallest inhabited 
island. The harbor is small, and a barge was used 
until 1990. Excluding Suwanose-jima Island, 
which was buried in volcanic ash, the number of 
materials found is the smallest, with only Hizen 

porcelain bowls from the end of the 17th century 
to the first half of the 18th century as the early 
modern ones. However, at a former shrine on the 
island, a Hizen pottery bowl (late 17th century to 
early 18th century) and a Ryumonji pottery bottle 
(19th century?) as well as a black-glazed Kajiki 
and Aira pottery bottle (18th–19th century) were 
identified.

4. Three layers of distribution of early 
modern ceramics
A summary of early-modern ceramics in the 
Tokara Islands reported in the previous chapter 
follows (Table 1).

First, porcelain and pottery were used for 
tableware such as bowls and plates in early-
modern Tokara. Hizen porcelain circulated 
throughout the Early-Modern period and Hizen 
pottery from the 17th century to the first half of 
the 18th century. In Hizen, the production of 
pottery tableware declined around the middle of 
the 18th century, and pottery pots were the main 
products, reflecting that production situation. On 
the other hand, regarding Satsuma ware, products 
made in Ryumonji kiln in the first half of the 18th 
century can be found from Gajya-jima, and there 

Fig. 8. Takara-jima Island.
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are also mass-produced products with white slip 
from the latter half of the 18th century. After the 
end of the 18th century, Satsuma porcelain also 
began to circulate. In addition, a small number of 
pieces of Kyoto-ware with colored pictures were 
found on Takara-jima Island. Although the amount 
of Chinese porcelain is small, blue-and-white 
porcelain from the 17th to 19th centuries can be 
seen. Also, the same kind of colored 18th century 
Qing dynasty porcelain bowls found on Kuchino-
shima have been unearthed from the Madama-
michi (真珠道) site at Shuri Castle (首里城) in 
Okinawa (Chinen et al. 2006), which suggests that 
these Chinese porcelain bowls were brought to 
Japan via Okinawa.

Next, most of the jars and pots as storage and 
mortars as cooking utensils are Naeshirogawa. 
Although 17th century Naeshirogawa jars were 
found, they only increased in the 18th century, 
especially in the latter half of the 18th century. 
From this period, Naeshirogawa pottery teapots 
began to be seen.

For Ryukyu pottery, there were unglazed 
pottery such as big bottles and mortars, and glazed 
pottery such as teapots. You can also see many 

large Tsuboya pots in the garden of private houses 
throughout the Tokara Islands. It is difficult to tell 
whether these were made in the Early-modern 
period or after, but there is a possibility that they 
were in circulation to some extent because bottles 
which have been estimated to date back to the 
Early-Modern period have been found.

The distribution pattern of early-modern 
ceramics in Tokara Islands can be summarized 
as follows. That is to say, Hizen pottery and 
porcelain were used for eating utensils, Kajiki 
and Aira Satsuma ware and products of Ryumonji 
were used, Satsuma porcelain was used in the 
19th century, storage and cooking utensils were 
mainly Naeshirogawa products, and glazed and 
unglazed Tsuboya pottery from Okinawa were in 
also circulation. This aspect is very similar to that 
of the mainland area of early-modern Kagoshima 
(hAshiguchi 2002, WATAnAbE 2010). In other 
words, it is highly possible that the source of these 
Japanese ceramics in Tokara was the mainland of 
Kagoshima. In addition, it is presumed that the 
owner of the high quality Hizen porcelain and 
colored Kyoto ware may have been influential 
people on the islands.

As described above, the distribution of 
ceramics in Tokara Islands in the Early-Modern 
period includes the flow of Hizen ceramics and 
Satsuma ware from the mainland of Kagoshima 
and the flow from Okinawa in the south. There 
are two types of streams from the south: a stream 
of Chinese porcelain from China via Okinawa, 
and a stream of pottery produced in Tsuboya 
on Okinawa. Such a trend extended not only to 
Tokara Islands but also to the entire Nansei islands 
including Amami and Okinawa, and it can be said 

Hizen Satsuma Ryukyu China Others

Tableware 
(Bowl, plate, 
teapot)

Porcelain (17c~19c) 
Pottery
(17c~the first half 
of 18c)

Kajiki and Aira, Ryumonji 
pottery (18c~)
Porcelain (the end of 18c~) 
Naeshirogawa pottery teapot 
(the late half of 18c~)

Glazed pottery 
(Modern?)

Blue and White 
Porcelain (17c~19c) 
Colored Porcelain (18c)

Kyoto colored 
pottery (19c)

Storageware 
(Vase, bottle)

"Naeshirogawa pottery 
(17c ~ 19c) 
Ryumonji pottery (19c)

No glazed pottery  
(19c)

Cookware 
(mortar)

Naeshirogawa pottery 
(17c ~ 19c)

No glazed pottery

Table 1. A summary of early-modern ceramics in the Tokara Islands.

Fig. 9. Kodakara-jima Island.
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that there were three layers of flows of ceramic 
distribution: from the north, from the south and 
within the islands (Fig. 10) (hAshiguchi 2001, 
2009, WATAnAbE 2016, 2018).

5. Opportunity and purpose of obtaining 
ceramics
How did the people of Tokara Islands get the 
pottery? Unfortunately, there are few historical 
records on the distribution of goods in early modern 
Tokara. Here, we will consider the records of visits 
to the Mishima and Tokara Islands known as Jitto-
Jokyoroku (拾島状況録) by Gisuke sAsAmoRi (笹
森儀助), who was the governor of Amami Island 
in 1895, as a clue (sAsAmoRi 1968).

According to the report, there were no shops 
in the Tokara Islands except on Suwanose-jima 
Island, and it is said that itinerant merchants did 
not come. Some islands individually described the 
visits of merchants, but this shows that such visits 
to the islands were rare. In other words, people in 
the Tokara Islands had few opportunities to buy 
household goods including ceramics on a daily 
basis. On the other hand, it says that the islanders 
bought household goods at the places where they 
sold their local produce (seafood, sugar, turban 
shells etc.). Most of the products were shipped 
to Kagoshima, but Taira-jima, Suwanose-jima, 
Akuseki-jima, and Takara-jima Islands also 
shipped to the Amami-Oshima Islands. It is also 
said that, in the Early-Modern period, they made 
commercial transactions with fishing boats at the 
port, or they bought when they visited Kagoshima 
once a year. In other words, goods were purchased 
as part of various social activities, and it is assumed 
that ceramics and other items were included in 
them.

What kinds of ships were there to connect 
Kagoshima, Amami-Oshima and Okinawa? In 
the Early-Modern period, there were official 
ships operated by domain officials. Traveling to 
Kagoshima once a year to pay tax is also thought 
to have been an important opportunity to obtain 
ceramics. It is seen in the diaries of the officers 
on Yoron-to Island in the Early-Modern period 
that various goods were distributed as gifts and 
ordered goods along with the travel of official 

ships (sAkiTA 2012).
The Tokara sailors of the Early-Modern period 

were heavily involved in the transportation of goods 
between Satsuma and Ryukyu, and it is thought 
that they were actively engaged in commercial 
transactions at that time (TAkARA 2004). Although 
the records of the transport of ceramics so far are 
not mentioned, it can be assumed that these early 
modern ceramics found in the Tokara Islands, from 
the Japanese mainland, Okinawa and China were 
brought by the people of Tokara, who served as 
the sailors and the owners of the ships between the 
Satsuma and Ryukyu islands.

For what purpose did the people of Tokara 
acquire the pottery? Needless to say, the biggest 
reason is their acquisition for everyday use. For 
example, bowls, plates and pottery teapots are 
used as daily tableware. Also, jars and pots were 
indispensable as containers to store various things 
such as water and grain. Mortars for pounding 
miso (bean paste) and potatoes were also used as 
a cooking tool every day. However, it seems that 
the people of Tokara obtained ceramics for the 
purpose of dedicating them to shrines.

According to Sasamori’s Jitto-Jokyoroku visit 
reports, ceramic ware was placed in shrines such 
as Hachiman-gu (八幡宮) Shrine on Gajya-jima 
Island, Hachiman-gu Shrine on Akuseki-jima 
Island, and Chinju-jinja (鎮守神社) Shrine on 
Takara-jima Island. Among them, Chinju-jinja 
Shrine on Takara-jima Island had a custom of 
dedicating vases to shrines in appreciation of 
their safe return to the island from their voyage 

Fig. 10. Three Layers of distribution of Early 
Modern Ceramics in the Nansei Islands.
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to Kagoshima, and it is said that the number of 
vases reached several hundred as the custom 
was repeated. As it is unlikely that the household 
goods that had been used until then were diverted, 
it is assumed that the dedication articles were 
newly obtained in Kagoshima. This indicates that 
ceramics were brought to Tokara for dedication, 
not for everyday use.

What comes to mind here are the early 
modern ceramics unearthed from the Kiriishi 
site on Suwanose-jima Island and the ceramics 
from Gajya-jima Island in the possession of the 
Toshima Village History and Folklore Museum. 
As mentioned above, these two types of ceramic 
ware have some similarities, such as the number of 
bowls and plates (the absence of pots and jars), the 
number of same-sized ceramic ware with the same 
pattern, many of which are not damaged, and there 
is a high possibility that they were unused because 
there are no signs of wear or other damage. The 
artefacts from Gajya-jima Island are regarded as 
cultural properties related to Hachiman-jinja (八
幡神社) Shrine on the island. Judging from the 
description in the Jitto-Jokyoroku reports, it is 
possible that these ceramics were brought into the 
island not for everyday use but as gifts in advance.

Even though they were used to the sea, it was 
extremely dangerous for the people of Tokara to 
cross the open sea of the Shichito-nada (七島灘), 
where the current is strong, so when they were able 
to cross the sea and return to their home islands, 
they must have offered the ceramics they obtained 
at their destination to the gods with gratitude.

6. Conclusion
Before planes were invented, the only way to cross 
the sea was by ship. Before precise charts were 
drawn, the islands were a clue to the destination 
and a place of rest for the voyage. Long ago, 
people, goods and information were transported 
through the sea and islands. Some of this was 
given in historical records, but much not. However, 
even if it was not recorded, the material traces 
of the circulation of goods remain. Ceramics, in 
particular, do not decay even after having been in 
the ground for a long time, providing a valuable 
clue to understanding past exchanges. Pieces of 

pottery found in the Tokara Islands, which have 
no history of pottery production themselves, were 
all imported from outside. These are therefore 
a source of information on access to the outside 
world and the distribution of goods.

It can be said that by carefully collecting the 
fragments of pottery that remain on each of the 
Tokara Islands and accumulating estimates of 
their ages and localities, it is possible to reveal the 
history of material distribution in Tokara Islands 
that has not been documented yet.
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