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Rationale

Course Objectives

Develop academic and language 
skills in tandem, through an 
integrated approach to language 
learning

Provide a content-based approach to 
the course

Students should have the 
opportunity to use English in active 
and meaningful 
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Activity Objectives

Develop students’ critical thinking 
skills 

Help student to learn to perform 
basic qualitative and quantitative 
research

Allow students the freedom to choose 
topics relevant to their interests
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Online Objectives

Adapt to online via Zoom and On-
demand materials

Provide a similar level of feedback 
that would be provided in face-to-
face classes

Maintain as much of the interactivity 
of the activity as possible 
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Structure of the Activity

Students write research 
questions

Students write 
questionnaire questions

Teacher provides 
feedback in real time 
(and offline)

Teacher verifies that 
students have completed 
the questionnaire

Teacher monitor the 
responses of the 
participants

Students collect data for 
their research

Students analyze and 
consider responses to 
questionnaire

Students organize their 
presentations

Students present their 
findings and conclusions

Students reflect on the 
process

Students reflect on the 
quality of their work

Students reflect on how 
well they accomplished 
the goals of their 
research

Class Demographics

• Class size of 24 students

• Upper Intermediate (IELTS 4-5) English ability (estimated)

• Student cohort stay together for 2 full semesters 

• 1st year (17 females and 7 males, 18-19 years old)

Google Docs
(Questionnaire)

Google Forms
(Questionnaire)

Power Point
(Presentation)

Google Docs 
(Reflection) 



Google Docs: Questionnaire Prep

Ss discuss which 
topics they are 
interested in

T discusses with Ss 
why they are 
interested in that 
topic and what 
they want to learn

Ss discuss what 2-3 
questions they want 
to find answers to 
through their 
questionnaire

Ss discuss their 
justification for their 
research

Ss write questions 
and justification

Ss discuss how 
qualitative and 
quantitative 
questions will help 
them answer their 
research questions

Ss write begin to 
write their 
(bilingual) 
questions

Activity Organization

• Students chose their own partners

• Students chose topics of interest to themselves

• Students were given two class (90 minutes) sessions to complete

• Teacher provided real time correction and verbal feedback

Topics Research Questions 
& Justification

Questionnaire 
Questions



Google Forms: Questionnaire for Participants

Ss  write section 
explaining their 
research

Ss write section 
for gaining 
consent of 
participants

Ss transfer questions 
from Google Docs to 
Google Forms

Ss arrange the 
questions in order 
based on discussion

T checks and provides 
feedback before 
questionnaire goes 
live

Ss send link to 
questionnaire to 
their 
participants

Participants 
usually are 
selected from Ss 
friends and 
family

Activity Organization

• Write consent and explanation for study

• Add and arrange questions 

• Proof for double barrelled or inappropriate questions

• Send to participants

Participant 
Consent

Organization of 
Questionnaire

Collecting 
Data



Example Topics Chosen by Students



PPT Presentations: Analyzing the Data

Ss create PPT presentation 
(and send to T) that: 

Shows their findings

Discusses implications 

Presents their conclusions

Ss each watch other (3-4) 
presentations with their partner

Ss discuss questions regarding 
other presentations

Ss answer questions and submit to 
teacher

Activity Organization

• Students review the data collected

• Students discuss which data answers their research questions

• Students discuss implications of data that goes against their research paradigm 

(what surprised them)

• Students use other sources to support or refute their conclusions

• Students review and assess other presentations 

Creating 
Presentations

Watching 
Presentations



Example Presentation Slides from Students



Example Presentation Slides from Students



Example Presentation Slides from Students



Self-Analysis: Critiquing Their Own Work

Ss work with partner / T to 
discuss their own answers 
to review questions 
considering: 

Research Justification

Quality of Research Questions

Quality of Questionnaire 
Questions

Ss work with partner / T to discuss 
and answer their review questions 
considering: 

Organization of the presentation

Presentation Findings

Quality of the Presentation (style)

Any additional research they did 
into the topic

Activity Organization

• Students are given other presentations prior to class to watch (each presentation is 5-10 minutes)

• 1 full 100 minute class is provided to them to complete their own and other review sheets while 

watching presentations

• Teacher uses Break-Out rooms to discuss and provide insight to students

Self-Analysis of 
Questionnaire

Self-Analysis of 
Presentation



Examples of Self-Analysis from Students



Recommendations 

For lower-level students: 

Provide them with a limited range of 
topics (relevant to them)

Provide example questions that they 
can “plug-and-play” into their 
questionnaires

Focus on one type of analysis 
(qualitative or quantitative) 

Allow them to talk about percentages  
(i.e. 35% of participants…)
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Scaffolding the activity:  

Dedicate a few lessons to explaining 
how to analyse data; 
2 lessons for Google Docs, 1 lesson for 
presentation and review
* 2 lessons having students analysing 
data (this was not done) 

Provide example:

1) Research questions
2) Questionnaire questions
3) Justification for research
4) Presentation
5) Self-evaluation
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Benefits of this activity: 

Allows for ample time for Ts to provide 
feedback specific to student pairs or 
groups

Allows for multiple sessions of critical 
analysis of the process

Introduces Ss to research / 
questionnaire writing 

Ss can work at their own pace, while 
having constructive feedback from T
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Recommended Readings (and Inspiration for 
the Activity)
◦ Eagan, M. K., Sharkness, J., Hurtado, S., Mosqueda, C. M., & Chang, M. J. (2011). Engaging undergraduates in science 

research: Not just about faculty willingness. Research in higher education, 52(2), 151-177. 

◦ Meyerhoff, M. Schleef, E. & MacKenzie, L. (2015). Doing sociolinguistics: A practical guide to data collection and 
analysis. New York: Routledge. 

◦ Moore, N. (2006). How to do research: a practical guide to designing and managing research projects. Facet publishing.

◦ O'malley, J. M., & Chamot, A. U. (1990). Learning strategies in second language acquisition. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

◦ Skehan (1998). A Cognitive Approach to Language Learning by Peter Skehan. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

◦ Zina, O. (2021). The essential guide to doing your research project. Sage.
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