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Abstract

Depopulation in rural areas and decline of local industries have become a serious problem in Japan. As one
possible step to improve this situation, the “Dormitown” project in National Institute of Technology, Toyota
College (NITTC) carried out a summer school for urban children in a hilly and mountainous area. In this paper,
we evaluate effects of the school on participating children and their parents with a questionnaire survey. It is
presented that the project can give educational experience and evoke interests in rural areas from children.

These results indicate possibilities of our approach to contribute a regional vitalization.
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