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To the Select Committee of the Honourable the House
of Commons, Who by Duly Estimating the Value and Recom-
mending the Purchase of the Elgin Marbles to the British
Legislature, Have Created an Epoch in the History of their
Country; This First Volume of Annals of the Fine Arts, Is
Respectfully and Gratefully Inscribed.

To the Right Honourable Thomas, Earl of Elgin, &c.
&c. &c. in Respect and Admiration of his Energy and
Perseverance in Rescuing the Splendid Remains of Grecian
Genius from the Hands of Barbarians; This Volume is
Respectfully Dedicated by his Obedient Servant, James
Elmes, Editor.
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* Ia the last Edinburgh Review, Lord Eigin is praised for having

rescued the Marbles from destruction!!  This is indecd a triumph
for Lord Elgin and the Government. Time has at last wrung this
acknowledgement from the iron obstinacy of the Opposition :—
and yet had their voice been listened to, what would have become
of the Elgin Marbles? Eb.

¢ There are more things in heaven and eacth, Horatio,
* Than are dreamt of in your philosphy.” SHAKSPEARE.
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We conceive the Royal Academy gives an undue prepon-
derance to portrait painting: — we conceive historical paint-
ing ought to be the great object of the nation, the govern-
ment and the sovereign....
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We have therefore resolved on closing the Annals with
this Number, having accomplished, in a great measure, the
objects for which we first established it.
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To the Royal Academy of London, in Respect for its
Recent Symptoms of Improvement, and in Hopes of its
Continued Reformation, till It be Restored to the Original
Intention of its August Founder, George the Third, Namely,
the Cultivation of Historical Painting: This Last Volume of
Annals of the Fine Arts is Inscribed with Sincerity, by its
Obedient Servant, James Elmes, Editor.
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