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SYNOPSIS

This is an annotated explication of John Clare’s “Evening Bells”, with emphasis on
lines that appear syntactically un-grammatical. These passages, on closer examination,
demonstrates a highly sophisticated technique by which the poet creates a synesthetic
world of his own, in which the sound of bells, whose resonance being felt on the skin as
wind with the equivocal use of the number (ie., sometimes treated as singular, sometimes
as plural), and intensified with the equivocal use of the verb (ie., used intransitively and
later transitively), is perceived as inseparably united with the west wind. As a result the
sound’s audio-tactual reality in the poem acquires a mysterious depth of un-reality. (The
similar technique is employed in “Flitting”, as discussed by Wiener (34), where the
noises of the “gentle floods” are /is consolidated into a single entity, and achieve /achieves
unity with “Helpston”, the omitted subject of the verb “warms”.) Thus John Clare, far
from being grammatically illiterate, succeeds in creating in “Evening Bells”, a grammati-
cally unified world of his own by intentionally being un-grammatical in the conventional

sense of the term.
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#HXH2 LT (John Clare) @ [H XD (“Evening Bells”) | # & MICFHATZDIL,
DIPIFIEFERMICT ER V. FIZBWT, #RHOTOREL*MET 554, Hi0oE%
FI B HEYG & MBFOMBIH LI LI D, FEQOHEOLZH,ITIZ, b)) L
REOFTHMNE DB X512, HEYE & WEhE oM X3 5 syntactic momentum 235k S 1,
AL BIRESM L -G EERTAZE T, BAELNAPRERZ L0772 (&
J& 2016) —— L WORFICEET S L) 20wk FHA2DREIS "bell (5)" &h
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‘ring” ZEEZHTHRTVRDZ ETH 5, ’fnnmﬁ‘%é%bmxbi M7 V7 O OfEm
TH ERLORFIIE D 20 L LENUEIZEZPRV-0E, —/R, JECEMICAR

BHEEEDS EIIMD THIPNREL ) L VI HTH D, LT, é%‘?ﬁ‘u@ﬁfuu{tt(f CHE
L THAZZHZ TR Lz ZERICL T Btz DT, BRI ERTH %,

Sweet the merry bells ring round
On even zephers dying swells
The sweetest chord the harp can sound
Sounds not so sweet as evening bells
O merry chiming bells 5

Swinging falls & melting rise
On viewless echo how it swells
Tis but the music of the skies
Can breath so sweet as evening bells
O merry chiming bells 10

Faint & fainter how they fall
Humming thro the lonly dells
No sounds to charm this earthly ball
Can charm so sweet as evening bells
O merry chiming bells 15

Zephers breathing once again
Once again the zephers swells
Still T lye upon the plain

Entrancd to hear the evening bells

O merry chiming bells 20

While the runnel curdles clear
Once again the zepher swells
Sweeter still the strains appear
O evening bells o evening bells

How sweet is evening bells 25

HE1BEH O Sweet 13, BERIZATADB LW L5, ly D%\ flat adverb ¥ L9,
KD merry bells :iﬁmﬁﬂ@ the 232V TWVWAEDT, TNHRFETIERWT &, DF D
T BT TRV WS A7, KD ring 7% BOSLLBFHLZESH v BYido
o ZNHEHEE (= KD/ E5F])) Z2or, a8 (= (B ELE]) ok
F 2RO FD LAY, the merry bells Z. Bl ring DEFHEEMLTBL D2, 22 i“(
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T, WOBYLBMINIES ), UbET s b, [HHEIZ, BLIFREIEY B
D] OFWRIEL %,

2ITHRHOBIEFAon 122 F T2 XET 2PV ROME LR SD, DF D zephers T
. swells FTHTH b, ZOMBEEEREKRE R LTWSD5 zephers D —s IIFTH
PEEH A, dying («die) OFREOEFFIRITH, swells DRFIIMHP, LI F#kx
)il Efﬁ)é H L. on A% zephers T TLAKA L W ET 5 2: dying & bells % &bk
FOFEFEICE AT E VS 2 LIk 505 B swells A5, FFE bells D ¥ & TS
*ﬁ(lﬂ&:bu‘:b\’) ZEBRELMEE D, WIC on PMTRETEXRT S EMT DL,
zephers DFEE s IZTEKEHE L, swells ZEAFADBEBIEE VD Z LI 5H5, %t'“ﬁi’i’%
AL, JAN die LD swell 5809 Did,. WEIICHE LR T, (Thhic
BEAHE L v, —J5, dying swells " E 2B L CWA LT H46, £ Eﬁiﬁ‘ﬁﬁi%
bOD, KEBELZWWIETLEVIHGEE L THHT LI L MRETH S, 17D on DH
BMEER VTN THBICLTH, B, R MEODOZZ117THSB T L72T 2R
LTI HED,

3FTHT, LM 2MTH L ITLEMICHM SN TV B L4 PN TE s Thi &) u
B0, WYEAT1I47H ring DHIWFEL LB 2 EXWHETH B DT, (Hi & il
TE-HBFH EMBFAOKMETH ) [ N—TORTLIROBTELE Y. YENRBOWEIC
DT, BYESLTETWVE] EMRLTKROITHETHLE, 3ITESIITA»OEL &
BTHEL0, AATHOEREME L TVWEEMLIHTPERTHS, 2F D 3-44THDOK
PO DOFDVHENZ LD Db, STIT [IN—TORTLHROHELRETE X, FENKD
HOFTIIEHETIERZ V] OBPESICE S, 3TH T TOR R T— BB & L7
ring ZFHOCHBFICLZ 2D TH D, TNITE - T, LOWHFHAET I N T, FEOEDILE
BIZKET 50 DIE. 3959 TTHRV SADITHEORMENCZE > T, HBpFE &
MEFICEEN LB 2H V. ZOWAFIICIERA T % syntactic momentum O & 12 X - T,
FEOEA, TAHT, WEIZDO- T, FAEWHE KL Lo TRELTWED2S KL
NBHDE, KRR DT swells D -s BEABBEEIEL R T D s 2o HEIEO s »7275
CHUTEBTD F FIZ L TR,

3 4??'(“& EESEREMAZE LTS ET DL, 44THEHEH® sounds 7245, d@fl 2
IV IEEIIREE L L 5O WD, T TIRESHET, LrdWEEd L

WWERBEN TV A RICERLTB &2\,

E2WHCIR D, FIHTI@ED LAMEICHRIS: LICEREE S5 242w, 147H falls &
rise 1 the evening bells % ZIK O EFHEICL TWBIET DI, BEHBA—HT, 2THT
evening bells E BIZLEDH D% it ’(";‘é‘””(b\%o 2F ) evening bells {ZHEEUZ H EEUC
DR BELATEDHIEZ L V) TGP ) PITFTL 5, BRO LTI, fall & rise &,
E1RED die & swell ISIPFIET S LI ICBZ 5, ZHIRTLSLE, #loT. FlEi24THD
swells {22V TW7z —s 12 IEFATN o

B3 EBPT PR TOL S EFRRBLTWEA, I TRITH, BIORTIE
HER WL TV DOFE % they TR TWA X I 2, ) FL3ELILVL, REEIC
b EbRwv,

HEABE24TH BB 7S swells D F 51T zephers PAMZ v, #EDFH bells DAL S
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9, P zephers HHEE LTH->TWb, E 5T, 28 once again & i L TV 5 A%,
ZEICXBE, EBIE29TH® swells 1 zephers DFEEZ D H S5 LTV 2Oh L MN R,

5. 24TH swells @ EFEX, F4BEIIRL D, BEO the zepher 1274 > TWWhb,
AT evening bells Z8E] is TR TWADIIWHETH 5,

FLHpE, TWREHEHOEZ, RICHEPTERIL, RICERTERIL, $-808)5
(swell, breath[e]) ZH\W25Z & T, WHHWEH LW OEHEEZ KL TWS, ThiZX
5T, #OFH EWEDRA KL %o THE S NIZRENSIBLT 50 B & T ES L
7o REENLHKE—MRTH B, 7L TI1E. ThEEHT LD, B TERN 2 03I
hbwi vy Fikk Lol SHOF WAL LRENICAE L2 LT OMFRIIS AT
Z121E, LEEERL THOG I EPRERTR LD, @DWwH, Hisil S iz Ik 0k
Fiz [F]IE] LTieonwali,

LI, MEEOEM LS. 7 L7 OMOIEMICSEANEDH 2L THD, 774 F—
(Stephanie Weiner) (& [27 L 7 @& (Clare’s Lyric)] ®7% 5T, 18324E6 A7 L TH8
W ~JVF A+~ (Helpston) #3725 T, 3~ A V77 — 235 (Northborough) 1
g L7z dnicErnsz [iEFE (Flitting”) ] L WIHIFHFT, ALV TA b rogg 5 &0
% (noises) ZHHMESTEHL, RO TEEZEWT S Z LT, FE EOFFE noises
EANNVT AN O EEREDE TS, EERLTWSED (Weiner 34). Zhd, [FX
O] LFRBORERRICES B LATLINWESL S,

/20 ZLT7ICBIS [ (mood) | OREICH M TE &7, BHEH3E3-41THD
FHTH L, IhHoF BETOHEEZGEENICHATVDE L) LD, HOPTHE
AN ERRBAINTVELTH S, TTTHEELTBE2VWold, #@H % SIER:
TEREESNTRLIREEHIEHET, LrOBEETOALTERASRTWS, Evw)
L7, BHEEZHWT, HOROBE (HHEOMR) 0oALbd, LohodligE=
FEHE (=HEHEoMR) 2HEHTLZ LT, 230, REOBELHBEEZ NG
FTHEVLEBIEAE L L2 LT, WATOBEZO S DKW LRBATENEETNS, &
NFRLCEELALEZHHTE W 2 BROEELZ DT R\,

[H XD | 13, RN EEZRATERTAZ L, 23T & T CEERR
L. 2K 5 THRETOHFEITRVKEMN 2 BT E 2 /I L. Ehae & i —4&
ELTHBLEINETE 7 LTOBERPIELSNAEMTH o720 5. FD LS %,
ZLTHIRDOT 74 F =D& 5%, 7 L7 OELINOHHEDFT IR 2L 2 MLz,

AREE, 894 H AWML AEFERAICB T ARSI E LR (a2 EMIcHED
LAl O—FIZEDSNW TV D,
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