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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the current status of fundamental competencies for working persons
between freshmen and graduates of the Department of Nursing at University A, and to identify educational issues.
A total of 66 first-year (response rate of 51.2%) and 52 fourth-year (41.9%) were surveyed with a valid response rate
of 92.0%. The quantitative data between the two academic years were compared using Mann Whitney's U test, and
inductive analysis was performed on the qualitative free-text data. Among the component factors of fundamental
competencies for working persons, there was no significant difference between Action and Thinking (p<.04, r=.39),
and only showed a significant difference in Teamwork. In addition, as for the university's education philosophy,
both the first-year and fourth-year students could relate to all 12 factors of fundamental competencies for working
persons. Our findings suggested that educating students about the academic field based on the education philosophy
(medical care and welfare) from the point of admission delivers them with fundamental education that provides the
common knowledge needed as a well-rounded medical professional, and may impact the students understanding of
their major field (nursing) and development of their self-reliance.
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