
What Turns the Crisis 
into the Collapse?: 

Theoretical Study of Liberal International Order

Yuki Moritani
Graduate School of Law, Hitotsubashi University

Research Institute Assistant, Social Science Research Institute, International Christian University

[EHESS/Hitotsubashi Joint Ph.D. Workshop]

Democracy and Human Rights: Social Sciences Perspectives



Yuki Moritani
2015-2019

International Christian University

Bachelor of Arts

2019-2021
School of International and Public Policy, 

Hitotsubashi University

Master of International and Administrative Policy

2021-
Graduate School of Law, Hitotsubashi University

PhD Student

2022-
Research Institute Assistant, Social Science Research 

Institute, International Christian University

2023
Part-Time Lecturer, University of Tsukuba



Research Interests

International Order:
Liberal international order; Free and Open Indo-Pacific

Security:
Terrorism; securitization theory

Yuki Moritani and Hajime Akiyama, “Securitisation behind Persona Non Grata: 

Implications to the Theory and the Cases Regarding the Russian Invasion of Ukraine 

in 2022 [version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review],” F1000Research, vol. 12 

(2023).

Yuki Moritani, “Relay of experiences in counterterrorism and the development of 

partnership: From London to Tokyo,” Europe:Beyond, vol. 4, no. 1 (2023), pp. 24-27.

Japan-EU Relations:
Strategic Partnership Agreement

Yuki Moritani, “The Partnership Agreements with Japan as Part of Structural Foreign 

Policy,” The Greater European Journal, vol. 2, no. 1 (September 2020), pp. 72-78.

For other works, 

such as slides for 

guest lectures and 

presentations, see 

researchmap below:



“Crisis” of Liberal International Order

Less unity of the West?

-No more 

common threat 

of communism

-No more 

common vision 

to cooperate

Change of the 

structure?

-Less importance 

of states

-Rise of non-state 

actors

-Rise of BRICS 

& middle 

powers

The End of the 

Cold War Globalisation

2016

Brexit & Trump

Liberalism in danger?

-Decline of the US 

power

-Less trust on 

democracy & 

capitalism

-Rise of nationalism & 

populism

-Rise of illiberal states 

(China, Russia, etc.)

Currently…

Return of power 

politics?

-COVID-19 Pandemic 

and US-China rivalry

-Distrust on 

international 

organizations

-Russian invasion of 

the Ukraine

G. John Ikenberry, “Liberal Internationalism 3.0: America and the Dilemmas of Liberal World Order,” Perspectives on Politics, vol. 7, no. 1 (March 2009), pp. 79-80; G. John Ikenberry, “Power 

and Liberal Order: America’s Postwar World Order in Transition,” International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, vol. 5 (2005), p. 134; G. John Ikenberry, “The End of Liberal International Order?” 

International Affairs, vol. 94, no. 1 (2018), p. 7; G. John Ikenberry, “The Future of the Liberal World Order: Internationalism after America,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 90, no. 3 (2011), pp. 56-57; Jack 

Snyder, “The Broken Bargain: How Nationalism Came Back,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 98, no. 2 (2019), p. 54; 鶴岡路人「国際秩序をめぐる攻防の時代―序論―」『国際安全保障』45巻4号、
2018年3月、4頁；納家政嗣「歴史の中のリベラルな国際秩序」『アステイオン』88号、2018年、23頁；細谷雄一「リベラルな国際秩序と日本外交」『国際問題』690号、2020年

4月、7頁。



2016 and Historical Analogy

Major states leaving the 

membership of multilateral 

organizations

Outcome

2016 Brexit: the UK decided to leave the EU

Trump Administration: “America First” policy, 

which later leaves TPP & the Paris Agreement
?

Before WWII Axis Powers: Japan, Germany, Italy, and Spain 

left the League of Nations

The World War II broke out



“Liberal” International Order?

American Hegemony
➢Product of the American 

leadership and grand strategy

➢Hegemonic order stabilized by 
the superiority of the United 
States

➢As a hegemon, the United States 
provides international common 
goods

Multilateralism
➢Although led by the United 

States, liberal characteristics are 
universal

➢Order formulated with 
multilateral cooperations and 
international organizations

➢Ideally, not associated with 
balance of power and sphere of 
influence

Jeff D. Colgan, and Robert O. Keohane, “The Liberal Order is Rigged: Fix It Now or Watch It Wither,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 96, no. 3 (2017), p. 37; Roland Paris, “Peacebuilding and the Limits of 

Liberal Internationalism,” International Security, vol. 22, no. 2 (1997): 59; Gideon Rose, “The Fourth Founding: The United States and the Liberal Order,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 98, no. 1 (2019), 

11; Jack Snyder, “The Broken Bargain: How Nationalism Came Back,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 98, no. 2 (2019), p. 54; Bart M.J. Szewczyk, “Europe and the Liberal Order,” Survival, vol. 61, no. 2 

(2019), p. 34; 鈴木一人「日本はリベラル国際秩序の担い手になりえるのか」『国際政治』196号、2019年3月、122頁。
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Liberal Internationalism,” International Security, vol. 22, no. 2 (1997): 59; Gideon Rose, “The Fourth Founding: The United States and the Liberal Order,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 98, no. 1 (2019), 

11; Jack Snyder, “The Broken Bargain: How Nationalism Came Back,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 98, no. 2 (2019), p. 54; Bart M.J. Szewczyk, “Europe and the Liberal Order,” Survival, vol. 61, no. 2 

(2019), p. 34; 鈴木一人「日本はリベラル国際秩序の担い手になりえるのか」『国際政治』196号、2019年3月、122頁。

“Pax Americana”



Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (London: Red Globe Press, 2012), pp. 3-13; Hedley Bull, “The Twenty Years’ Crisis Thirty Years on,” International 

Journal, vol. 24, no. 4 (1969), p. 638; Andrew Hurrell, “Hedley Bull and the Idea of Order in International Society,” in International Society: The English School, ed. Cornelia Navari (Cham: 

Palgrave Pivot, 2021), pp. 32-33; G. John Ikenberry, “Liberal Internationalism 3.0: America and the Dilemmas of Liberal World Order,” Perspectives on Politics, vol. 7, no. 1 (March 2009), p. 84; 

Aaron McKeil, “On the Concept of International Disorder,” International Relations, vol. 35, no. 2 (2021), p. 201-204; 安野正士「自由主義的国際秩序―その思想的背景と危機」納家政嗣、
上智大学国際関係研究所『自由主義的国際秩序は崩壊するのか危機の原因と再生の条件』（勁草書房、2021年）25頁；中西寛ほか『国際政治学』（有斐閣、2015年）169-173頁。

Liberal “International Order”?

Mutual recognition of 

“actors” 

Patterns of activities 

based on certain 

principles

Stability (but doesn’t 

mean no crisis)

Conflict management



Liberal “International Order”?

Mutual recognition of 

“actors” 

Patterns of activities 

based on certain 

principles

Stability (but doesn’t 

mean no crisis)

Conflict management

Achievement of the 

common goals

Inter-subjective 

predictability

Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (London: Red Globe Press, 2012), pp. 3-13; Hedley Bull, “The Twenty Years’ Crisis Thirty Years on,” International 

Journal, vol. 24, no. 4 (1969), p. 638; Andrew Hurrell, “Hedley Bull and the Idea of Order in International Society,” in International Society: The English School, ed. Cornelia Navari (Cham: 

Palgrave Pivot, 2021), pp. 32-33; G. John Ikenberry, “Liberal Internationalism 3.0: America and the Dilemmas of Liberal World Order,” Perspectives on Politics, vol. 7, no. 1 (March 2009), p. 84; 

Aaron McKeil, “On the Concept of International Disorder,” International Relations, vol. 35, no. 2 (2021), p. 201-204; 安野正士「自由主義的国際秩序―その思想的背景と危機」納家政嗣、
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2016 and Historical Analogy

Major states leaving the 

membership of multilateral 

organizations

Outcome

2016 Brexit: the UK decided to leave the EU

Trump Administration: “America First” policy, 

which later leaves TPP & the Paris Agreement

Struggling, but multilateralism seems to 

survive

Before WWII Axis Powers: Japan, Germany, Italy, and Spain 

left the League of Nations

The World War II broke out

The withdrawal of major states from (major) 

multilateral organizations itself is not necessarily the 

trigger of the collapse of multilateralism and LIO. 

Hypothetical Implication



Multilateralism

Quantitative Feature

➢International cooperation, not by 
1 state (unilateral) or by 2 states 
(bilateral), but by more than 3 
states

➢(Materialistic): The existence of 
organizations and frameworks

Qualitative Feature

➢A norm of international 
cooperation, respecting the rule 
of law

➢Diplomatic attitudes of 
emphasizing multilateral 
cooperation

Robert O. Keohane, “Multilateralism: An Agenda for Research,” International Journal, vol. 45, no. 4 (1990), p. 731; Jules Lobel, and Michael Ratner, “Bypassing the Security Council: 

Ambiguous Authorizations to Use Force, Cease-Fires and the Iraqi Inspection Regime,” The American Journal of International Law, vol. 93, no. 1 (1999), p. 137; Vincent Pouliot, “Multilateralism 

as an End in Itself,” International Studies Perspectives, vol. 12 (2011), p. 19; John Gerard Ruggie, “Multilateralism: The Anatomy of an Institution,” International Organization, vol. 46, no. 3 

(1992), pp. 566-568; 最上敏樹「多国間主義と法の支配―武力不行使規範の定位に関する一考察―」『世界法年報』23号（2003年）94頁。
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Research Plan

➢Theorize the collapse of LIO (when & how it collapses)

➢Generalize the causal mechanism of an independent variable and a dependent 
variable

➢Hypothesis: lack of qualitative element of multilateralism (IV) causes a 
collapse of LIO (DV)

➢Methodology

➢Comparative case study and process-tracing

➢The case of inter-war period as a collapse and the case of the current situation 
especially around 2016 as a survival



Questions are welcome!

Yuki Moritani
➢jd211009@g.hit-u.ac.jp

➢https://researchmap.jp/yuki.moritani

➢https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0842-0072
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