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Further Questions

〇 In business activities, are there any cases of moral responsibility that are neither corporate nor individual responsibility?

       〇 How can a corporationʼs moral decision making be made possible?

・Importance of discussion between corporate members. (Discourse Ethics)

              ・Importance of deliberation by corporate representatives. (Virtue and Professional Ethics)
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Problem  | Concept of Individuals

Can an Individual Solitary Be a Moral Agent?

Individuals are not agent isolated from 

society. Social psychology shows that 

there is a tendency toward group 

conformity among individuals. 

“Harmony” is one key value in 

Japanese culture. Watsuji (Japanese 

Philosopher) said that the word “人間 

(Human)" means “the relationship of 

persons”.

Moral  Agent

Moral Agents

Analysis  |  Account of Intention Based on Inferentialism

Intention as a Normative Status

To have an intention is a condition of 

being a moral agent. 

Intentions have usually been 

considered as mental states.

Inferentialism shows that an intention 

is a normative status in language 

practice that an agent undertakes on 

herself, attributes to the other or is 

attributed to by the other.

Intention Action

I intend 
that

I intend 
that

Undertake

Attribute

He intends 
that

Result ①  |  Justification of Corporate Moral Agency

Corporations are Moral Agent with Intentions

Intentions are evaluated by engaging 

in linguistic practice.

Moral responsibility is assessed by 

the subject's normative practice.

Corporations are intentional agents, 

and thus moral agents.

This argument is consistent with other arguments supposing corporate moral 

responsibility. But this argument focuses on speech acts.

Attribute

Attribute Undertake

Corporation 
intends that

I (we) 
intend that

Result ②  |  Analysis of Joint Action

Types of Responsibility

Intentions are influenced by social 

context. A person who works in a 

corporation undertakes the intention 

as “we” (we-intention). 

When there is no element of 

personal intention in corporate 

decision making, a collective decision 

should be understood as the 

corporation's intention.
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Introduction  |  Corporate Moral Responsibility

Are Corporations Morally Responsible for Their Action?

This issue called corporate moral 

responsibility or corporate moral 

agency. There is a controversy between 

those who believe corporations are 

morally responsible for their own action 

(French 1995, List & Pettit 2011. et al.) 

and those who do not (Rönnegard 

2015, Velasquez 2003).  

Because there is a problematic with our foundational understanding 

of individuals, the debate has been inadequate.

But…


