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Abstract
Yuta Komura, “Expressions of Disability in the Context of Islam”. In Ishihara, K. and Inahara, M. (eds.),

UTCP Uehiro Booklet, No.2. Philosophy of Disability ¢ Coexistence: Body, Narrative, and Community,
2013, pp. 73— 87.

This article deals with the expressions of disability which were expressed in the context of Islam. And
in this article, we especially took three books as our subjects; al-Qurin, al-Hadith, and Kitib alif laylah
wa-laylah. The last one is also called as 7he Arabian Nights. Of sirah (chapter) of the Qur'in, we analyzed
two sizrah, the chapter of the Victory (sirah al-fath),and the chapter of the Light (sirah al-nir). In these
chapters, they treat those who have disability with their physical powers, and regard them as normal
members in their community as possible. This means that they are exempt from their responsibilities,
especially going to wars, and that they should not be discriminated whatsoever. On the other hand, the
Hadith, which is sayings of the prophet Muhammad, treats more particular problems than the Qurin
does. Because of the Hadith being articulated directly from the prophet, it contains more actual cases.
Here we examined the case with a blind man who has a difficulty with going to the mosque, which
was reported by Abi Hurayrah. And finally, we argued the Arabian Nights. Although the former two
were religious text, this one is a pure literature work, more than that, it is notorious with its eroticism,
hedonism, and bad taste. Of these tales, we especially looked into the tale of the Hunchback, which has
a collection of disabilities in that. The tale has a nesting structure, and many speakers represent their tales
in turns. But in every tales, there appears at least one person with a (in some case, some) disabilities. It

has some cruelty, it is true, but these tales surely represent lz vie quotidienne of the medieval peoples lively.
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