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This paper considers the experiences and the perceptions of the Lebanese

toward cross-border movement and explains its effects on contemporary Lebanese

LN P NDMIRTEENCRI § BRERE B (Bl - ik - 7B )



politics and societies. To this end, we analyzed the results of “Middle East Opinion
Poll (Lebanon 2010),” which was conducted by the Beirut Center for Research and
Information (BCRI) in May and June 2010. There are some widespread stereotyped
images about the Lebanese; for example, they are cosmopolitan, multilingual, and
business-oriented, and tend to be entreprencurial. These images have led the Lebanese
to be commonly known as the “New Phoenicians™ or a typical case of “Trade
Diasporas.” However, the credibility of these images has not necessarily been verified.
In this paper, therefore, we attempted to verify the stereotyped image that all the
Lebanese are cosmopolitan, by scientific methods and rethought conventional wisdom.

First, we reviewed the previous studies about the cross-border movement
of the Lebanese in detail and found six hypotheses or conventional wisdoms on
Lebanese emigrants and their inside/outside networks. Some of these hypotheses are
considered to be the important pillars of the images of the “New Phoenicians” and
“Trade Diasporas.” These six hypotheses or conventional wisdoms are as follows:
(H1) the Lebanese consider economic incentives important; (H2) their educational
level and average incomes are relatively high; (H3) there is little difference in the
trends in cross-border movement between genders; (H4) a particular individual tends
to repeat cross-border movement; (HS5) there are strong personal networks between
the Lebanese communities inside and outside Lebanon; (H6) the religious factor is
significantly related to the trends in cross-border movement of each person.

Second, we verified these hypotheses by quantitative analysis. This quantitative
analysis, based on the “Middle East Opinion Poll (Lebanon 2010),” revealed the
following: H1 is true; they consider economic incentives important. H2 is also true;
they enjoy relatively high education and incomes. H3 is not true; there is a clear
difference in the trends in cross-border movement between genders. H4 is also not
true; an individual who experienced cross-border movement does not want to repeat
it. The authenticity of H5 was not confirmed; the existence of strong human networks
was not clearly indicated. H6 is not true; no significant differences in the trends on
the basis of religion were observed. These results, therefore, clearly show that all the
Lebanese and Lebanese emigrants not necessarily embody the stereotyped images of
“New Phoenicians” and “Trade Diasporas,” and there is room for further research on
the patterns of cross-border movement of the Lebanese.

However, the detailed observation of Lebanese politics and economy shows

that there is considerable evidence to support the previous stereotyped images. For
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example, the large amount of money flowing into Lebanon from Lebanese emigrants
abroad is an obvious proof of strong networks between the Lebanese communities
both inside and outside Lebanon. To answer how to fill the gap between the expected
large-n and our actual experience, we focused mainly on Lebanon’s vertical social
structure, namely patron-client (za‘im-zalame in Arabic) relations. In other words, we
assumed the following hypothesis: za‘im, a social group, monopolizes experiences and
benefits of cross-border movement, and zalame, another social group, does not receive
any benefit. Only the former embodies the images of “New Phoenicians” and “Trade
Diasporas.”

To verify this hypothesis, further opinion polls with improved details are

required. Furthermore, an integrative approach by other methods is needed.
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ABSTRACT
TAKAOKA Yutaka, HAMANAKA Shingo and MIZOBUCHI Masaki
Experiences and Perceptions of the Lebanese toward Cross-Border Movement:

Rethinking the Image of “New Phoenicians”

The paper considers the experiences and the perceptions of the Lebanese toward cross-border
movement and explains its effects on contemporary Lebanese politics and societies. To this end, we
analyzed the results of “Middle East Opinion Poll (Lebanon 2010),” which was conducted by the
Beirut Center for Research and Information (BCRI) in May and June 2010. There are some widespread
stereotyped images about the Lebanese; for example, they are cosmopolitan, multilingual, and business-
oriented, and tend to be entrepreneurial. These images have led the Lebanese to be commonly known
as the “New Phoenicians™ or a typical case of “Trade Diasporas.” However, the credibility of these
images has not necessarily been verified. In this paper, therefore, we attempted to verify the stereotyped
image that all the Lebanese are cosmopolitan, by scientific methods and rethought conventional
wisdom. The result suggests that all the Lebanese and Lebanese emigrants not necessarily embody
the stereotyped images of “New Phoenicians™ and “Trade Diasporas,” and there is room for further

research on the patterns of cross-border movement of the Lebanese.
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