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Academic Workshop Co-organized by CISMOR and IKTINOS
Sat. January 14, 2023

(10:30am–4:10pm)

ONLINE CONFERENCE THEME

Purity Laws in Contexts: From the Ancient World to Modern Times
Purity, holiness, and ethics will be covered in biblical contexts of religious thought and ritual, 
as understood and practiced in ancient and modern societies. In the last decade, cultic, ritualistic, 
and legal texts have been studied deeper, with anthropological studies as a background. As well 
as examining how those biblical traditions developed in Christian thought, and how they are 
applied today, biblical scholars interpreted that topic in various fields. Workshop presentations 
will focus on ancient biblical texts (ANE, Hebrew Bible, New Testament, Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Late Antiquity) and their interpretation. Purity, Holiness, Ethics, and Religious Ideology are 
the keywords for this theme.

  

§ PROGRAM SCHEDULE §

INTRODUCTION (10:30am–10:45am)     

Message of Greeting Prof. Dr. Akio Tsukimoto (Director of the Ancient Orient Museum)
      

SESSION I: Ancient Near East and Hebrew Bible/Old Testament (10:45am–12:15pm)   
          

Presider: Prof. Dongsoo Kim (Pyeongtaek University, Pyeongtaek)

10:45–11:15am  
Prof. Ada Taggar-Cohen (Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University, Kyoto)
Between Cleanliness and Purity in Hittite and Biblical Cultic Rituals

11:15–11:45am
Dr. Tetsu Kitamura (Doshisha University, Kyoto; Research Fellow of CISMOR)
Impurity and Purification: The Understanding and Response to the Exile in the Book of Ezekiel

11:45am–12:15pm  
Assoc. Prof. Hannah S. An (Torch Trinity Graduate University, Seoul)
Water Imagery in the Book of Ezekiel: Ritual and Moral Implications

Break @ 12:15pm–1:15pm
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SESSION II: Second Temple Period (1:15pm–2:15pm)

Presider: Prof. Sehoon Jang (Kukje Theological Seminary & University, Seoul)

1:15–1:45pm  
Assoc. Prof. Kaori Ozawa (Kobe College, Nishinomiya)
Divine Law and ‘Natural Law’ in Second Temple Judaism and the Acceptance of Gentiles in 
Early Christianity

1:45–2:15pm  
Prof. Yoon Kyung Lee (Ewha Womans University, Seoul)
Purity and Eschatology of the Dead Sea Scrolls

Break @ 2:15pm–2:20pm

SESSION III: New Testament (2:20–3:50pm)

Presider: Prof. Moriyoshi Murayama (Graduate School of Theology, Doshisha University, 
Kyoto)

2:20–2:50pm
Prof. Jayhoon Yang (Hyupsung University, Hwaseong)
Baptism in Early Christian Groups: Its Adoption, Transformation and Development

2:50–3:20pm
Assoc. Prof. Yutaka Maekawa (Kwansei Gakuin University, Sanda)
Cleansed by Jesus’ Word: Beyond the Baptism by Water in the Gospel of John

3:20–3:50pm   
Asst. Prof. Sookgoo Shin (Torch Trinity Graduate University, Seoul)
Covenantal Holiness: From Imitatio Dei to Imitatio Christi

CONCLUDING DISCUSSION (3:50pm–4:10pm)
Closing remarks and future ideas

[ABSTRACTS]

Presenters from CISMOR
(Center for Interdisciplinary Study of Monotheistic Religions, Doshisha University)

Ada Taggar-Cohen (Professor, Graduate school of Theology Doshisha University, Kyoto)
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Between Cleanliness and Purity in Hittite and Biblical Cultic Rituals
The topic of physical purification in rituals in the ancient Near East and in biblical texts 

has been of scholarly interest for long, which has focused on the description of those activities 
in the different cultures. David Wright presented in 1987 a detailed discussion on the attitude 
of the Hittites and the Bible to the idea of “The Disposal of Impurity” (Atlanta: SBL), and the 
effect it has on both societies, in light of their approach to purity. Wright dealt with impurity 
as the opposite of the demand for purity in the rituals. In 2019 Yitzhak Feeder in “The 
Semantics of Purity in the ANE” (JANER 14, 2014) tried to look at the semantic of the 
vocabulary, and suggested that the origin of the idea of purity goes back to “radiance, shiny”, 
however there is still a difficulty to distinguish between something that is just clean and 
something which is pure. I will suggest, through examining the Hittite and Biblical rituals, to 
look at the idea of “purity” as a symbolic act for approaching the divine sphere rather than just 
“cleanliness.”

Tetsu Kitamura (Lecturer, Doshisha University, Kyoto)
Impurity and Purification: The Understanding and Response to the Exile in the Book of 
Ezekiel

In this presentation, we reconsider the Book of Ezekiel from the point of view of the 
expression of religious ideology against the context of Exile, which was an extremely difficult 
situation for maintaining belief. The Book of Ezekiel insists that the cause of Exile is the 
profanation of the sacredness of YHWH (chapter 8 etc.), interprets the invasion of Jerusalem 
by Babylon as its purification (36:16–25, 37:23 etc.), and finally describes the new Israel as 
purified and guarded against profanation (43:7–9, 44:6–31, etc.). Because of such a priestly 
expression and Ezekiel’s origin as a priest, it has been long argued whether the identity of 
Ezekiel should be that of a prophet or a priest. The argument of this presentation is that the 
book of Ezekiel should be interpreted as a response of a priest who confronted the Exile, which 
was the crisis of his belief as a priest of YHWH, through the functions of the prophet (Kitamura, 
2013). In this presentation, introducing the said interpretation, we will reconsider the book of 
Ezekiel as an expression of a religious ideology in the context of Exile which was an extremely 
difficult situation for the believers in YHWH.

Kaori Ozawa (Associate Professor, Kobe College, Nishinomiya)
Divine Law and ‘Natural Law’ in Second Temple Judaism and the Acceptance of Gentiles in 
Early Christianity

In the prophetic books of the Hebrew Bible, we find a point of view that denounces 
human injustice, based on the order of nature. It has also been pointed out that the perspective 
of Jewish wisdom literature which seeks to find ethical guidelines for human beings in the 
order of the natural world has similarities to Stoic philosophy. The perspective that links the 
cosmic/universal order with a moral code also connects with the semantic realm that the term 
“fear of god” has occupied in the wisdom traditions of the ANE and ancient Israel. In the 
Hellenistic period, we can see this development through dialogue with the concept of natural 
law in Stoic philosophy. In the Second Temple period, within the worldview of God as Creator, 
we observe a new position for the Greek concept of φύσις. And in some Hellenistic Diaspora 
Jewish literature, we see a connection between the law given by God who is the creator of the 
world, and the natural law of Stoic philosophy. An example of this is the work of Philo of 
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Alexandria. Philo’s rationale for unifying the Mosaic Law with natural law is that God, who 
gave the Mosaic Law to Israel, is the Creator who governs the natural world. Philo also says of 
the patriarchs of ancient Israel that they have been “living and rational laws (νόμοι)” (Philo, 
Abr. 5). We can point out some commonality between Philo’s point of view and Paul’s point of 
view in Rom. 2:14. Previously various views regarding Paul’s concept about the Law have 
been proposed. This study will examine what kind of argument Paul developed for the 
establishment of a new community of faith, partially using preceding concepts such as the law 
of nature.

Yutaka Maekawa (Associate Professor, Kwansei Gakuin University, Sanda)
Cleansed by Jesus’ Word: Beyond the Baptism by Water in the Gospel of John

The expressions related to “purification” are not frequently used in the Gospel of John, 
and only a few scholars have attempted to discuss this expression. Hence, this article will 
discuss the expression with a focus on the Gospel of John. Purity first appears in that Gospel 
to describe the Jewish custom of purification (John 2:6). However, Jesus turned the water used 
for Jewish purification into wine, demonstrating that water will not be needed anymore for 
purification. Another area of discussion is the argument between the Jewish group and that of 
John the Baptist (John 3:25), where it is stated that there is a difference between baptism by 
John the Baptist and that of Jesus. Here it is declared that purification is accomplished not by 
water, but by the Jesus’ word. Jesus says at the Footwashing of his disciples that they are 
already cleansed and that only their feet need to be washed (John 13:10). The question then 
becomes when were the disciples cleansed? In the Farewell Discourse, Jesus stated that they 
are already cleansed by the word (John 15:3). However, there is something else that purifies 
the disciples. Jesus stated that after his ascension, the Holy Spirit will descend upon his 
disciples (John14:16–17). This saying is fulfilled after the resurrection of Jesus: he gave his 
breath to his disciples, saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22), which reminds the 
reader of the baptism by the Holy Spirit given by Jesus that John spoke about (John 1:33). This 
shows that the announcement in the opening section of the Gospel is fulfilled after the 
resurrection of Jesus. Therefore, in the Gospel of John, Jesus’ word and the Holy Spirit he 
bestowed upon his disciples, both originate from his word, which is the word of God. Thus, 
“purification” in the Gospel of John redefines the previous purifications and baptisms, and it 
also shows the significance of the things coming from Jesus’ word.

Presenters from IKTINOS/Canon and Culture
(Institute of Korea Theological Information Network Services) 

Hannah S. An (Associate Professor, Torch Trinity Graduate University, Seoul)
Water Imagery in the Book of Ezekiel: Ritual and Moral Implications

The book of Ezekiel features a series of visionary and oracular texts associated with the 
theme of water, including rain, rivers, and the sea, which are figuratively used to reinforce the 
priest-prophet’s message. Notably, Ezekiel’s account of revelation begins by the terrestrial 
river in Babylon (Ezek 1) and ends by the paradisial river flowing from New Jerusalem (Ezek 
47–48). A number of biblical scholars have examined the significance of water symbolism in 
different parts of Ezekiel independently (especially focusing on the fluvial vision in Ezekiel 
47:1–12). Insufficient consideration, however, is given to presenting a coherent synthesis of 
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the various water motifs that occur throughout the book. This paper addresses this void by 
offering a canonical and an intertextual reading of the book with special attention to the 
rhetorical effectiveness of water metaphors within the context of Israel’s ritual prescriptions 
and ethical imperatives. As a result of this investigation, it has been shown that by using the 
water imagery, the author of Ezekiel in its final form emphasizes YHWH’s absolute 
sovereignty over the forces of chaos that disrupt cosmic order and his unconditional 
lovingkindness reserved for Israel, his covenant partner. Ezekiel employs the inherent 
ambivalence of water’s function to express both salvation and judgment of a world under divine 
control, invoking both the exodus tradition and Davidic ideology.

Yoon Kyung Lee (Professor, Ewha Womans University, Seoul)
Purity and Eschatology of the Dead Sea Scrolls

From the Hebrew Bible, purity is a prerequisite for worshipping God. To come close to 
God and the Temple, the Israelites were required to be in a state of purity. The Qumran 
community disregarded the Temple, whose high priests were the Hasmonean rulers and thereby 
living in the Judean wilderness. It is then interesting to examine why the Qumran community, 
apart from the Temple, regulated and maintained the purity rulings. This paper examined the 
characteristic purity rulings of the Dead Sea Scrolls (CD, 1QS, 11QT, 1QM). With this work, 
I presented that the Dead Sea Scrolls regulated the community with the highest strictness of 
the purity rulings to actualize their eschatological vision of the future Temple. The Jerusalem 
Temple was always the center of the Jewish faith. However, the Jerusalem Temple was a 
utopian or eschatological space for the Qumran community. The strict purity rulings were 
essential requisites for advancing the future Temple.

Jayhoon Yang (Professor, Hyupsung University, Hwaseong)
Baptism in Early Christian Groups: Its Adoption, Transformation and Development

The purity law in Leviticus prescribes what/who is pure or impure, how it/he or she 
becomes impure and what to do to make recover its purity. The purity regulations are more 
than the taboo that it became the matter of theological themes such as holiness (Lev. 11:44-45) 
and sin (Lev. 12:7-8), and they accordingly require priestly involvement such as examinations 
of the impure and subsequent rituals of purification and sacrifices presided by priests: cleansing, 
quarantine some period completed by sacrificial rituals, burning, ablution, and sprinkling 
blood-mixed water, blood or oil. Among these purifying practices, baptism has survived as an 
important ritual practice transforming and developing its forms and concepts in Jewish and 
Christian groups; highlighting spiritual and ethical aspects of baptism (1QS 3:3-9; Ezk. 36:25) 
and taking over the Jewish proselyte baptism for the initiation rituals in Christian communities.
This paper explores how the Christians of the 1st through 3rd century understood the baptism. 
For the 1st century Christian baptism, it examines the baptism in Corinthian community 
focusing on its function as a boundary marker (1 Cor 1:11-17) which is implied in the baptismal 
practice “in someone’s name”. For the baptism in the 2nd and 3rd Christian groups, it will 
examine Didache, The Apostolic Tradition by Hippolytus of Rome, some Gnostic and New 
Testament Apocryphal documents such as Valentinian Exposition with Liturgical Readings
(NHC XI, 2; On the Baptism A; On the Baptism B; On the Eucharist A; On the Eucharist B), 
The Apocalypse of Adam (NHC V, 5), Zostrianos (NHC VIII, 1), Acts of Thomas, The Gospel 
of Philip (NHC II, 3) and P.Oxy 840. It will illuminate how the baptism that originated from 
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the Jewish purity law has developed in various Christian groups of the first three centuries.

Sookgoo Shin (Assistant Professor, Torch Trinity Graduate University, Seoul)
Covenantal Holiness: From Imitatio Dei to Imitatio Christi

Holiness is one of the fundamental themes that permeates the entire Scriptures and finds 
its basis in the character of God. God is separate and distinct from his creatures because God 
is infinitely and perfectly holy and just. The significance of holiness is further elaborated in 
God’s covenant relationship with his people. Through the Mosaic covenant, God commands 
his people to remain holy through their strict observance of the law and their willing avoidance 
of evil practices of neighboring nations. Despite heavy emphasis on the Holiness Code in the 
scholarly discussion of holiness in the Old Testament, this study argues that the most powerful 
means of maintaining holiness is not found in an outward mechanical observance of the Mosaic 
law but rather in imitatio Dei, which requires a deep knowledge of and intimacy with God. 
After exploring the role of imitatio Dei in relation to holiness in the Old Testament, this study 
moves on to focus specifically on the Gospel of John where Jesus’s relationship with his 
disciples is also seen as a covenant relationship. Just as in the OT covenant relationship, Jesus’s 
invitation to discipleship calls for an equally radical commitment which is characterized by 
abiding in Jesus’s love and keeping his commandments. Such commitment to Jesus is most 
vividly evident in one’s desire to imitate Jesus, as required also by Jesus himself in John 13:15. 
This study hopes to demonstrate that the role of imitatio Dei in achieving holiness and 
maintaining a covenant relationship with God in the old covenant is eventually superseded by 
imitatio Christi in the new covenant. 


