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Dogu from Hanawadai Shell Midden

YOSHIDA Yasuyuki

Two exhibitions were held at the British Museum and Tokyo National Museum from September
2009 to February 2010 with the same title in English: “The Power of Dogu’. One of the exhibits was
from the possession of the Anthropological Museum of Nanzan University. This dogu of great
antiquity, excavated from Hanawadai Shell Midden, is famous for its good condition, and we had many
occasions to publish photos of it.

This time we had a good chance to consider the dogu itself and the possibility of exhibition of dogu
at museum. To prepare for the loan, we made a further survey of the dogu in order to make precise
drawing and photos. Unfortunately, I could not look at the exhibition in London, but had a chance in
Tokyo. From the survey of catalogues of both exhibitions, I found that there are three perspectives
on dogu at museum; people may look at the dogu objectively, internalize the time and people of the
Jomon period by looking at the dogu, or look at visitors who are looking at the dogu in many ways. I

suppose that there can be further perspectives which would enrich the circumstance of museum.
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